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FIVE MINUTE SERMON

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

INSISTENCE IN PRAYER

“0 woman, grest is thy faith; be it done to
thee as thou wilt.”” (Matt. xv. 28),

At the beginning of Lent, my dear
brethren, we naturally expect to find
Mur Bleesed Lord adapting His lessons
to peor sinners. And in the Gospel
narrative from which the text is
taken we find a most wonderful
example of this. Sb, Matthew tells
us that Jesue "' retirved into the consts
of Tyre and Sidon. And bzbold a
woman of Canaan who came out of
thoge coasts, crying out, said to Him,
Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son
of David : my daughter is grievouely
troubled by a devil, Who answored
her not & word. And His dieciples
came and besought Him, saying:

Send her away, for ghe crieth after |

us And He answering said: 1 was
not sent but to the sheep that are
lost of the house of Israel. But ghe
came and adored Him, eayiog : Lord,
help me. Who anewering, said : 1t

is not good to take the bread of the |

children, and to oast it to dogs. Bug
ehe said : Yea, Lord, for the whelps
aleo eat of the crumbs that fall from
the table of their masters. Then
Jesus answering, eaid to ber: O
woman, great is thy faith : be it done
to Thee as thou wilt : and her daugh
ter was cured from that
(Matt, xv. 21 28) Let us thank God

for this example of thespoor outcast |

woman, and how her prayer, her
insisience in prayer, overcame our
Lord, and He worked the miracle
she needed.

This Gentile woman, ' ag soon as
ghe had heard of Him,"” says St. Mark
(vii. 256), fell down at His feet and
besought Him. Notice the repulse,
my dear brethren ; our hearts have
been benumbed at the same, " Who
answered her not a word” How
many would have given up the quest,
crushed and hurt! But that was not
all. The disciples actually came and
besought Him to send her away.
They were Jews ; she was a Gentile.
And our Blessed Lord seemed to
agree with them, for He said: "I
wae nof sent to the sheep that are
lost of the house of Israel.” The
sheep !
daughter ?
to tell her, and that even after her
next humble, abject appeal. She
adored Him, and eaid. " Lord, help
me,” Who answering said: " It ie not
good to take the bread of the children
and castit to dogs.” What humility!
what faith! She took the word
“dogs "
diecouragement, and again pressed
her petition on the very ground of
beiog a dog! " Yea, Lord, for the

whelp: also eat of the crumbs that |

fall from the table of their masters.”

What could withstand such humil-
ity ?

Sacred Heart, no longer hiding its
love and tenderness, came forth that
blesged answer: " O woman, great
is thy faith ; be it done to thee as
thou wilt.” " For this saying, go thy
way,” as St. Mark puts it (verse 29).
What a victory she had won, because
ghe had prayed faithfully, humbly,
fervently, patiently !

My dear brethren, every one of us
has need to learn this lesson—how
to pray—for our soul is afflicted
a8 her daughter was, " grievously
troubled by the devil” There are
not only our past sins, which we
have repeated so often that we may
well doubt our past repentances, but
the singe which even now perhaps
grievously trouble our souls. Then
there are the evil effects of our sin-
ful life, our proneness to evil, our
weaknesses, our unruly passions—
for we do not the things that we
would—our bad companions, evil sur-
roundings, the sinful habits, which
make us realize that we are slaves
indeed. Who can free us from all
this ? Where is the power and
strength to come from, but from that
outraged Saviour Whom we have
sinned against so often ? How have
His kindoess and His mercy been
repaid ?

carelessness and laxity, yjnore self-
indulgence and less prayers.

No wonder, then, that God, to force
us to be more in earnest, more
humble and fearful, so netimes seems
to heed wus mnot., He
us not a word., And all the
the loving Jesus is anxious
we abandon our good purpose
repenting, and His grace secretly
gtrengthens us for another appeal.
Perhaps He has to repulee us once
again, koowing that if our prayer
was heard so easily and so soon our
efforts would relax, and once more
we should fall, Oar prayer, then,
must be all the more ingistent and
our soul all the more humbled under
the Lord's silence and delay.

Has God ever been to us as hard,
as cruslly hard, as our Blessed Lord
seemed to be to this poor woman ?
My dear brethen, outwardly He re-
pulsed, inwardly He attracted her by
His Divine qrace to persevere in her
prayer. Hoaman nature could not
have borne it and answered as she
did. It was all to teach us how to
pray. It God does delay, and is
gilent, and passes us by, and permits
us to be misunderstood and spoken
of cruelly, it is all for some good and
loving purpose. We are dear to Him,
and He wants us to be worthy of
His love. The more humble and
patient our prayer, the more pleas
ing we shall be to Him. If we have
to wait for the crumbs that fall from
the table where others can be fed,
let us not be envious and murmur,
We deserve it for our sins, and if we
take it humbly and meekly, and still
continue prayirg, one crumb from

the table of the Loxd, with His bless- l

hour."” |

Then what was she and her |
Oh | our Lord was soon |

without rgsentment, without |

The lesson wae ended, our |
Lord wag overcome, and from His

By relapses, perhaps more |
frequent relapses into sin, greater

answers |
time |
lest |

of |

[ORTURED BY
RHEUMATIS

“FRUIT-A-TIVES” Brought Quick
and Permanent Rl:‘jid

MR, P. H, McHUG

| 103 Church Street, Montreal
1 December 10th, 1¢
i “I wasa great sufferer from RAeum.
g for over 16 years, 1 consulted
s took medicines,
; but nothing
% ¢
"'} and in 15 days, the pain was
easier and Rbeumatisra waa
better,  Gradually, * Frwéf-a-lives”
ercame my Kheumatism,; and pow
for five years, I have had no ret
of the trouble. Also, I had severe
Eczema and Constipation, and
“Fruit-a-tives’’ relleved me of these
complaints ; and gave me a good

[ 4

lists,
did me good

began

|
| “
{ to us truit-a
|
|

the

appetite ; and in every way restored
me to health”. P. H. McHUGH.

50c. & box, @ for $2.50, trial size 25¢
A% dealers or sent post paid on
receipt of price by F’ult-n tives
Limited, Ottawa, Ont,

| ing, can comfort us, strengthen us,
| and reward us for all the prayers we
have persevered in humbly, fervently,
patiently.

ST. PATRICK THE

sweet yoke of Christ. A race'of war-
riors and soldiers whose history had
been red with conflict surrendered to
a Christian priest, a people hopslegs
ly divided by tribal wars and tribal
customs united in adoration of the
Gad-made man, In the course of his
missionary career Patrick witnessed
this transformation. He found Ire.
land pagan and be left it Christian,
Until the coming of Patrick the
energies of the people had been wast-
ed in war and bloodshed, They had
craved for independence ; they had
opposed a centralized government, to
| their own detriment, because it
seemed to curtail the autonomy of the
clan; but m® ambitions, tribal or
national, were ever allowed to inter-
| fere with their full allegiance to God
| and to religion. All their energies
| end their, resources were hence for
| ward devoted to the practice and de
| fense of religion. They did not cesse
| to love country because they were on
| fire with love for Chriet.
| ever ready to lay down their lives in
‘ the cause of liberty; but they were
| even more ready to abandon liberty

5 of Christ

| These two motives pre the well

| eprings of all Irish history fcom the
| time of Patrick to the present.
| Though weakened by civil wars and
| domer tic dissensions, the Irish people

would not eubmit to subjugation by |

| & foreign foe. They egucceeded in

throwing off the yoke of the Norse
| men and they bhave never eubmitted
| to the domination of their
| powerful neighbors eigce the first

Apglo-Norman invasion, Ireland
| had its period of glory after its peace
ful submission to the teachings of Pat
rick. For a time ite churcbes and
ite schools were the pride of Western
Christendom, Students and schol
ars flocked to Ireland as the home of
sanctity and learning, while men of
Ireland became the spiritual and in
tellectual leaders and masters of the
continent, No feet were more tire-
less in carrying the news of the gos-
pel to people who were yet oppressed
with the darknees of paganism, and
no minds were more active in the
cause of science and learning than
those of the Irish missionary and the
Irish scholar,

mcocra

inees, Ireland was not saved from
sorrow and oppression. The for
eigner invaded her shores and the
struggle to decide who is master in

APOSTLE

S S—

Festivitieg in honor of St. Patrick ‘
have come to have a peculiar double |
character, They are religious and |
they are at the same time political. [
They are an expression of veneration
for a great and saintly apostle of the
Christian religion and they are a
plea for justice by a liberty-loving
people. ltis because the Irish people
have remained faithful to the creed
imparted to them by Patrick that
they have found it necessary to raise
| their voices century after century in
| protest against oppression and
| tyranny, and their fidelity to con.
| science and conviotion, their courage
| and patience in 3 he face of age-long
(aruelty and inbuman wroogs, have
made of their cause the cause of lib-
erty-loving people everywhere. In
every land where the children of S,
Patrick assemble to do honor to their
national Saint, generous hearts have
been won to their cause, and the case
of Ireland has become the classical
example of what uabridled autocracy
can inflict on a small and weak
nation.

The people of Ireland have a just
reason for their pride in St. Patrick
and good ground for whatever they
may do to honor his pame. Mach as
‘ they may glory in the merits and the

achievements of their Celtic ances
| tors and in the civiization which
| had been developed on the soil of
! Ireland under the impulse of native
| genius, it is to-Patrick and to him
| a'one that they owe the faith which
|-has been the center of their national
life and the so.rce of the blessings
| they have enjoyed during fitteen cen
| turies of troubled history. Itis need-
| less to raise the question whether
| Ireland had missionaries before the
| coming of St. Patrick, or to speculate |
| oo what country had the honor of |
lmViLR him birth ; one supreme-fact |
alone is sufficient when discussing |
his life: he made Ireland Chrigtian,
Like St. Paul listening to the voice |
from Macedonia, St. Patrick heurdi
the voice calling him to Ireland. He |
obeyed the summons and gaye his
life to the country and its people. |
Night and day he toiled and prayed,
| and with unwearied footsteps he
traveled to and fro. The harvest
| that ceme up under his hands was
great and rich. Neaver in the history
of missionary labor was the work of
an apostle crowned with such success
| a8 that of St. Pattick., So thorough-
ly did the doctrines he preached be-
come interwoven with the liyes of
converts and so deeply did Christian
i‘hruth take possession of their souls
that their is no exaggeration in call-
ing the people of Ireland Patrick's
people.
The great African apologist, Ter-
| tullian, taunted the Rocmans with
| the futility of persecution and
reminded them that the “blood
| of martyrs is the seed of Chris-
| tiem ;" thate the red streams
| lowing out on the sands of the arena
| under the teeth of the lion or the
| sword of the executioner would pro-
duce new harvests of witnesses who
| would gladly face death to prove the
| sincerity of their faith in Christ.
The religion which the people of Ire-
land received from Patrick wag not
purchased with the groans of martyrs
nor the tears of exiles. Before the
fiery zeal of Patrick boldly proclaim-
ing the truth to kings and people,
peganism vanished and the whole

| cross,
| came @ sacred cause, the defense of

Ireland is still, after centuries of bit-
ter gtrife, undecided. The command
went forth from the invader that the
people should surrender thgir faith,
that they should abandon the relig
ion of Patrick, and what four hun-
dred years of oppreesion could not
do was accomplished by that order.
The people united in defenee of their
religion. They stocd shoulder to |
shoulder under the banner of the |
The cause of Ireland thus be

her liberties a holy war.  What was |
most sacred in religion became
synooymous with what was most |
glorious in patriotism. To love relig- |
ion meant to love country, to die in |
the defense of liberty was to die for
God. To the eternal credit of the
people of Ireland be it sali fhat they
did not weaken under the trial. The
essential elements of the conflict were |
defined through long suffering with a |
clearnees that admits of no doubt, |
and the claims of Ireland to self-
government have been reinforced by
centuries of opposition to unjust
domination. While the other
nations in Western Europe weie be-
ing made subject to absolutistic
forms of govvrnment and were yield-
ing obedience to their despots, ben-:
evolent and otherwise, Ireland never
ceased to profess its fa'th in those
liberal principals which have become
the object of all political striving at
the present. With a consistency
that is all the more remarkable be-: |
cause it has no parallel, the people of |
Ireland have voiced demands through
the centuries wbich have now be-
come the ideals of prcgressive inter
national policy and diplomacy.

It was because the people of Ire-
land submitted so completely to the
terachings of St. Patrick that they
clung so desperately to the cauge of
liberty, for where if not in the gos-
bel is true liberty to be found ? It is
for this reason that St. Patrick is
more than an Iriesh gaint. The
people who through his labors were
prepared to be missionaries of the
Cross, and who have carried the

] taith of Christ to all quarters of the

globe, were at the same time and in
their own persons living exponents
of those principlee of civil equality
and political liberty which alone can
insure peace and progress. To ad
vert to the glories of St. Patrick was
to call attention to the wrongs of
those who clung to what he taught.
To speak of the case of Ireland was
to direct attention to the condition
of oppreesed people everywhere. In
addition to being apostles of religion
and liberty, the children of St. Pat-
rick were also apostles of the spirit
of tolerance which the modern world
holds in such esteem. The people to
whom St. Patrick preached did not
persecute him because he announced
a faith and religion diffsrent from
theirs. They opened their minds and
their hearts, and because he preached
what was true they believed. The
tenacity to which they have clung
to what they believe through centur
ies has not changed the Irwsh people.
They refused as consistently to at
tempt to impose their beliefs on
others as they didsto surrender their
beliefs at the command of others.
This is the sigonificance of the cele
bration of the festival in honor of St,
Patrick., It is primarily and pre-
eminently a religious festival ; it is a
reminder of the greatness and the
glory of a Christian apostle and a

nation bent ite neck to receive the

Christian bishop; but it is at the

They were |

| and to abandon country fortthe love |

With all ber goience and all her hol- l

same time a reminder of thg great-
ness and the sorrows of a people who
still suffer becauee of their fidelity to
the teaching of Patrick. The cele-
bration of St. Patrick's Day is not ex-
clugively a religious celebration. 14
is 8 reminder that & race oan be
made the bearers of a message of sal-
vation, and that they can at the same
time be made the witnesees to the
fact that no nation can be destroyed
provided that it does not ceaee to
love liberty.—Very Rev. Patrick J,
Healy, D. D. in The Missionary.

—————

A MESSAGE FROM ERIN

I'm sending a message, acushla, to
you—

A bunch of green shamrocks,

They'll speak of devotion,

And tell how fond hearts are still
tender and true,

{ S

\ Noreen Mavourneen | |
| Afar o'er the ocean ]
|

|

| Noreen Mavourneen ! | ‘j
| The turf that surrounde them ‘
Was dug from the vale the sweet

Shannon doth lave,

Where lieth Mayola,

Your friend and my sister—

These shamrocks, asthora, 1 plucked |
from her grave.

’ |
Noreen Mavourneen | |

They'll 'mind you ot Erin, |
| Of emerald vales and of skies deepest |
blue,
Of beautiful colleens
And gorsoons so tender
And fond, faitbful friends who are
| longing for you.

Noreen Mavourneen !

They'll 'mind you, my own one,

Of that happy morning so long ago,
When vales were bright smiling,

| And white thorn wae blooming,

| And skies rivalled beauty of spring-
time below.

|
|
|

"Twas then that you promised
To come bdck again to old Erip
and me,
| I'm waiting, acushla,
| The fond love then spoken
For you ever sacred and faithful
l will be,

|
[
|
|
|
‘ Noreen Mavourneen !
|
|

The springtime is calling
| My colleen to Erin
And sweet Saint Mayola is praying
’ for you,
| A" Caed mille failthe,”
| Alanna, awaits you,
These shamrocks will whisper how
perfect and true,

EKATHLEEN A. SULLIVAN

FOCH AS A YOUTH IN
SEDAN

g it

It was the early fall of 1870,

Along a road of northern France |
that led out from the old fortress |
of Sedan, an open carriage passed, |
Before it rode a guard, helmeted,
with shining arme and gayly pen:
nanted lancee. Behind it rode of-
ficers in French uniforms. Again,
farther in the rear, stesl helmeted |
Prussian hussars, clattering in solid
array.

In the carriage thus guarded sat
Napoleon IlI.,, Emperor of France.
Hes was going to meet the King ot
Prussia at Chateau Bellevue, to
surrender his sword and his armies
the Boston Globe recalls. Great
pbysical suffering was written upon
his face, the deep lines telling of a
grievoue illness which was fast
bringing him to the grave. But the
mental suffering of the day was
greater.

Following by the officers of his
staff, Napolean III. entered the sa-
loon of the chateau, where the
Prussian leaders awaiied him. The
German officers arose courteously, as
custom dictated, and stood at atten-
tion as the Emperor faced them.
The King of Prussia alone remained
seated. Arrogantly, he looked upon
the man whose honored guest he had
been in Paris not long before.

Bent with pain, Napoleon III, drew
his blade, and presented the hilt,

“Sire, here is my sword,”
said,

"I take it,” the churlish Prussian
answered. ' Then he added, I give
it back to you.”

Tue officers of the
staff drew deep breaths, and their
eyes flashed fire. It was the tone
of the epeech that stung them,

“ He clearly meant, ‘I'll take care
of you,’"” said one of the Emperor's
staff, years afterward. The officer
was almost a boy at.the time of the
surrender, fresh from St. Cyr, the
West Point of France, Into his im
pressionable heart the scene at Cha.
teau Bellevue burned itself. He
nevér forgot it, nor the words of
the Pruesian King.

The King was the grandfather of
William Hohenzollern, former Kai-
ger of Germany.

The fall of 1918,

REVENGE

he

Emperor's

COOMES AT LAST

The Germans are met with every
courtesy. French officers enter
their cars to guide thém ovet the
dark roads until Chateau Frankfort,
in the forest of Compiegne, iereached.
There a stop is made for the night,

And the next day they move to
Senlis, where, in a railway oar, sits
the maker of history.

Searchlights play upon
roads not far from Sedan. Into the
zone of light three limousines
come creeping, under white flags
egation seeking armistice.

Ag the Germans enter the car, he
riges to meet them.

" What do you wish, gentlemen ?"
His voice is tenge but calm,

" We have come, Marsbhal, to ar-
range terms of an armistice.”
His reply we do not know,

have been :

& Cross-

It may

| heaviest attacks

| new hepe.

You cannot begin to measure
its goodness alongside of others, the
quality being INCOMPARABLE,

"SALADA"

Black, Green
or Mixed...

)

Sealed Packets Only.

“The terms, gentlemen,
have been arranged.

Then he reads to them the program
asgreed upon by the Allies. No
more crughing ultimatum ever had
been delivered to a power by its tri
umphant enemies.

As he read there was no tone of
exultation in the voice of this wiry,
gilver-baired man. There was no
attempt at vain triugphing But
way dowa in his heart, was stamped

already

| the burning picture of another sur

render, when he had stood among
the vanquighed.

For the man who read to Germany
the terme of surrender which she
must accept and the freshly commis
sioned cadet of the K mperor's staff
was the same Ferdinavd Foeh, today
a Marshal of France and Generalis-
simo of the Allied armies,

FOOR'S WATCHWORD FOR FIFTY
YEARS

The fiest picture, that,of Chatesu
Bellevue, wag drawn by Foch him.
self many years ago, while chatting
in a Paris Club with an old Bos
tonian who had resided in the French
capital the last thirty years. The

second might have been seen Satur- ;

day, November 9, at Foch's head-
quarters, near Compiegne.

Never had the hand of fate done
ite work better. For nearly fitvy
years the young officer who had
witnesged the bumiliating surrender
at Sedan had been working to save
France from another such scene,
" Revanche " had been his watch-

word, the burning recollection the |
He became professor in the |

spur.
military college and placed in the
minds of his pup.ls the ideals that
stood in his own.

Finally, came the
Many of the French officers, a whole
generation of them, had been trained
well. For four yeare, under tb
known, the French
stood like a wall. They had been
pushed back They had been
defeated on ‘many flelds, but they
had not lost heart. With.the roar of
German guns sounding at the gates
of Paris last spring, there came =&
Foch, who bad beren
almost forgotten by the many, was
given the supreme commsnd.

The schoolmaster was in the
saddle. He begen to act out his
class yoom thecries.

great War ‘

How well they |
worked ont the world now knows. |

Never before had such a campaigp |

been fought. In four monthg victory
was wrested from defeat, and the
memory of the dark day of Sedan
was wiped out at Senlie.—Brooklyn
Tablet.
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For sensitive skins,

D. D. Soap is re-
markably effective. It
is a refreshing toilet
soap of delicate tex-
ture. It allays irrita-
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the skin.
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The logical remedy for skin affection is D. D. D.
It is a soothing compound of oil of wintergreen,
glycerine and other ingredients.
know that this prescription is uniquely success-
ful in the care of the skin., Don’t miss this offer.

skin trouble.

Mail Coupon Now forLarge Sample

-alized skin affliction
all yield toD.D.D,

prickly heat, 1
and blackhead
relief of skin
-at once—

"

4
,/
s

P

aid in th

27 LYALL STREET
TORONTO. « ONT.

This wonderful skin wash
1 throws them out.

pores left open to receive

))©
Wask

Skin specialists

ot e e e e 17 e e

ﬁ, ™
T ¢ D.D.D. COMPANY
1S / 27 Lya'l Street
/" Dept. R 58, TORONTO, Oat.
n: Please send me
e of D. D. D. Pre-
nclose 10c to cover

Address..care veem




