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BELGIUM, CLERICALISM AND
PROGRESS

Clericalism like Socialiem is one of
those familiax but elastioc terms
whose meaning is somewhat elusive
and whose comprehensiveness ex-
pands or contracte ncoording to the
prejudices or predilections of the
writer or reader. For one reason or
another, nevertheless, clericalism ie
pretty generally taken to mean the
political sctivity of the Catholic
olergy and underlying this is the
gratuitous and undemocratic assump-
tion that such activity is unwarranted
and reactionary. It never seems to
occur to some people that priests are
of the people, and that the interests
of both may be identical.

In the columns of the Ottawa
Citizen recently there has been
oarried on an interesting discussion
of the subject which elsewhere in
this issue we reproduce in part.

Thecontroversy—if we may so term
it—has the rare merit of being cour-
teous, informing and timely. Very
appropriately Belgium bhas been
cited as an example of a country
governed continuously for over thirty
years by what is popularly called the
clerical party.

Dr. Sarolea, who is not a Catholic,
was recently in America as the
aocredited representative of this cleri:
cal government., A fact worth noting
in passing. Dr. Sarolea is a Fleming
by birth, a Datchman by origin and
an Englishman by reeidence, being
for many years a professor in Edin-
burgh Uaniversity. From this emi-
nently qualified writer's latest book
“ How Belgium Saved Earope " we
quote:

“ It is characteristic of Belgium that
ghe may best be described in super:
latives, and in superlatives which are
mutaally contradictory. Belgium is
in mere size the most diminutive
country in Europe. Yet it is the
most thickly populated. It is prob-
ably the richest country on the con-
tinent. Yet it is aleo the country
where living is the cheapest.

“It is one of the most free think-
ing countries, and it is also one of
the most Catholic, almost medisval
in its loyalty to the old religion. In
politics it is one of the most ad-
vanced, with a formidable organized
Socialist party. Yet it is also one of
the most Coneervative, having been
for thirty years under the eame
Catholic government—a fact which
is unique in the history of Parlia-
mentary Government.

“REoonomically, Belgium is marvel-
lously proeperous. The land is
largely owned by the people, as Bel-
gium has adopted the Code Napoleon,
Co-operation, which ie carried as far
in Belgium a8 in Denmark, and the
nationalization of railways, which in
Belgium has proved a magnificent
success, are bringing back tens of
thousands of industrial workers to
the rural distriots.”

Compare or contrast Belgium with
England. In England a handful of
people own the land and a powerful
oligarchy until very recently had a
practical monopoly of political
powor. In Ireland — with  the
ald of clericalism — the land was
wrested from the grasp of the pre-
datory few ; but in the sister island
the battle for the people’'s rights in
the land has only just begun. In
England there is great wealth it is
true ; but also there is unparalleled
poverty. We shall not dilate this
interesting comparison. Suffice it to
say that Belgium is the ideal Cath.
olic state where wealth and land
are widely distributed amongst the
whole population.

Belgium ia in tke world's eye just
now. The world would be all the
wiser it it would modify ite preju-
dices and preconceptions in the face
of facts ; and Belgium, clerioalism
and progress are facts. To those who
think anticlericalism and progress
are synonymous there must be
something reactionary about oleri-
oalism and the Citizen thinks it sees
the cloven-foot of Belginn clericalism
in plural voting.

The usually well . informed and
open-minded Citizen has allowed its
subconscious anticlerical assump-
tions to take the place of first hand
study of the question in issue.

Henri Charriaut, commissioned by
the French Government to study this
and kindred questions, thus desoribes
the Belgian franchise in Belgique
Moderne :

1. Every man in Belgium has firet
of all a right to one vote in the elec-
tion both of deputies and senators.
The age at which the ocitizen enjoys
this right is : twenty-five years for
the Chamber of Deputies; thirty
years for the Senate.

2, One supplementary vote is
given to every elector of thirty-five
years who is the tather of legitimate
ohildren, and who paye five francs
($1,00) me a personal contribution to
the state.

8. One supplementary vote to the
proprietor of real estate, having &
cadastral revenue of at least 48francs.
(Elsewhere we have seen this given
as real estate to the value of 2,000
trancs, $400, which probably amounts
to the same thing.)

4, One supplementary vote to
every voier who has 100 france in-
come from state securities or from
the National Savings Bank.

5. Two supplementary votes to
electors having certain certificates of
superior education.

6. Two supplementary votes to
certain oategories of persons whoee
capacity is presumed by reason of
public functione, positions or pto-
fessions.

Now be it noted that in no case can
an individual have more than three
votes ; nor can he vote elsewhere
than where he is domiciled. The
Socialist workingman if he be the
tather of legitimate children and has
exercised a very modest degree of
tarift can have just as great voting
power a8 the honor graduate of a
university who is also Chiet Justice
of the Supreme Court, and & mil-
lionaire.

In England, like so many other
things in that country free from the
inoubus of clericalism, plural voting
tavors the wealthy and privileged
classes. In Belgium plural voting is
gomething entirely in accord with an
enlightened conception of true demo-
cracy. We flnd, in Belgium, civie
recognition of the dignity and respon.
gibility of the heads of families ; en-
couragement of thritt; and the recog-
nition not of wealth, nor of class or
privilege, but of the enlightened
responsibilitiea of those who have
been favored with a liberal educa-
tion.

Answering Father Cavanagh's
defence ‘of plural voting in Belgium
The Citizen says :

“Unfor{unately it is hardly right to
say that the plural voter ie required
to provide himeell ¢with means to
support his family, It is only neces-
sary to HAVE means to be entitled to
an additional vote ; and the means
of the plural voter are generally pro-
vided by some one else, the common
worker.”

But_unfortunately for the Citizen's
argument the faots are entirely with
Father Cavanagh, and the Citizen’s
assumption that plural voting in
Belgium is the eame as plural voting
in England is entirely gratuitous.

Then the Citizen goes on to quote Lord
St. David on the heirs to the plural
vote in England who never did a
day's work sinoce they were born but
who may be found hanging about
theatres and music halls.

All of which is quite true of un-
clerical England but has nothing to
do with Belgian clericalism nor with
Belgian plural voting. It ise only
necessary to HAVE thrift, not wealth,
to be a plural voter in Belginm.

With the somewhat supercilious
aggumption of ‘Anglo-Saxon superior-
ity we are apt to jump to conclusions
regardless or even contemptuous of
the premises, ''One man, one vote”
is a good enough shibboleth for the
unthinking crowd in a country where
until recently a hereditary House of
Lords effectively and consistently
nullified the will of the people when-
ever it clashed with the interests of
class and privilege; even yet il has
power to thwart the will of the psople
by delaying for years legislation de-
manded by their elected represent-
atives.

However, with the effective aid of
the clerical Irish, democracy has made
great progress in England. When
the promised reform of the Second
Chamber is carried into effect we
hope that it will represent all that is
eminent in learning, science, juris.
prudence and publio gervice in the
country. It is safe to predict that
we shall then applaud the recognition
of those very things which we now
condemn the Belgian democratio

tranchise for recognizing.

And as for plural voting—what
about the 80,000 English sgricultur-
ists who have the same representa-
tion as 800,000 industrial workers?
Is that not practically giving, and
glving arbitrarily, ten votes to each
voter of one favored clasa ?

There are a great many other ano-
malies that have developed since Cler-
ioalism gave Eongland the Magna
Charta but, however interesting,
entertaining or instructive, space
forbids their enumeration.

The Citizen's press despatoh myth
that clericalism compelled “ the peo-
ple” to strike, and that the strike
compelled clericalism to yield will
keep till next week.

THE SUMMBR SCHOOL AT
GUBRLPH

The priest in a rural parish is not
engaged in agriculture ; he may not
be even interested in the work of the
tarm, and yet faithfully minister to
the epiritual needs of his congrega-
tion. But it goes without saying
that if he is intelligently interested
in the work of his people he can
more fully enter into their lives,
sympathize with their difficulties and
aspirations, and greatly increase his
influence on their weltare both
temporal and epiritual.

From the guilds and crafte of the
middle ages down to the Catholic
workmen's associations in many
countries of the preseat day the
priest has always taken a prominent
part.

But there is no reason why the
priest’s activity, why his helpfulnees
and sympathy should stop short with
the workers in industrial centres.
As a matter of fact a great move-
ment has been going on in Ireland
for some years which has in large
measure effected the regeneration of
agricultural Ireland. In the politi-
cal limelight great leaders stand out
prominently ; but without making
any invidious comparison we think
that Sir Horace Plunkett, who for the
first seven years was head of the
Irieh Department of Agriculture, has
been one of the greatest benefactors
that Ireland has had in a century:
The task of Sir Horace Plunkett and
of those associated with him was to
make agriculture attractive by mak-
ing it profitable, and then tc meke
social conditions agreeable. ‘‘Better
tarming, better business, better liv-
ing” was the motto.

The work of Sir Horace and of the
Department since as well as before
his retirement received its most in-
telligent and effestive support from
Father Finlay, S.J. who has been
the soul of the Irish Agricultural
Organization Society. The L. A, O. &,
enlisted the sympathy and active co-
operation of priests and ministers,
Orangemen and Catholics, Unionists
and Nationalists. The result of in-
telligent and persistent effort is a
marvellous betterment in the condi-
tions of rural life in Ireland.

“One effect,” eays Sir Horace
Planket in the Atlantic Monthly, " of
organizing adult farmers for busi-
ness purposes is that it completely
changes their attituade toward their
own problems. Icould cite inetances
where agricultural co operative as-
goociations, compoeed of individuals
generally regarded as hopelessly un-
progressive, have displayed in buei-
ness, in politics, and in promotion of
education qualities which, it applied
to the more opulent circumstances
of the agricultural ccmmunity of the
United States, would place American
farming in & higher position than it
occupies to-day.”

A gentle intimation that the ex-
president of the Irish Board of Agri-
calture found progressive America
behind regenerated rural Ireland so
far as farming conditions are con-
cerned.

The interests of agriculture are
now being recognized in Canada as
national interests. The press is de-
voting a great deal of attention to the
matter. Much that is important ie
receiving intelligent attention and
disoussion. But the Summer School
at the Ontario Agricultural College is
at once the mosat sensible and most
practical attempt to give effect to the
general desire for the amelioration of
methods of agriculture and of the
conditions of rural life.

Milliong are spent by Departments
of Agriculture, federal and proviocial,
experimental farms and agricultural
colleges. Before the farmers, whom
all this is designed primarily to bene-
fit,} can derive any adequate return
trom such expenditure there must be
the vital, personal relationship be.
tween them and the institutions
intended to sexve them. This must
be provided by those who by educa-
tion, sympathy and residence are
fitted for rural leadership.

It priests of the rural parishes of
Ontario take advantage 'of the
Summer School at Guelph (July 26th-

Aug. 7th) they will, to the profit ot
their people and the enlargement of
their own .sphere of usefulness, put
themselves in the way of becoming
the living medium between Ontario’'s
great Agricultural College and the
people for whose beneflt this institu-
tion exists.

We hope that this Summer School
may be the means of initiating many
of the rural clergy into that work for
the betterment of their people which
80 many priests in Ireland have
energetioally undertaken and carried
on with such signal success.

MR. JARVIS' HOMB RULE
GO88sIP

Editor Carnonic RECORD :—I en-
close a marked passage clipped from
the Toronto Globe of June 16. I
have the good fortune to be of Irish
descent ; and I join daily with thou-
sands of Irish Canadians in praying
for the success of the Allies: and
pléo with them lock forward to
Home Rule for Ireland. Hence
my desire to know it Aemilius Jarvis
be right in his statement.

Sincerely,
CONSTANT READER OF RECORD,

Montreal, June 17, 15.

This is clipping enclosed :

Under the surface in Britain there
smouldered the flres of political
feud, and the general impresesion was
that party lines would never be the
same again as they were before the
outbreak of war., The feeling was
growing that Home Rule for Ireland
was now a very remote iseue, said
Mte. Jacvis. The south of Irelanders
had not recrunited well, while the
men of north Ireland had stepped
into the breach in large numbers.

“The young men are emigrating
to America from the south of Ireland
at the present time on every beat
that leaves Liverpool,” said Mr.
Jarvis, . The steerage on the boat
1 crossed in was fairly ewarming
with that claes.” ‘' They say over
there,” he added, ‘' that fear of con-
scription is driving the ycuog men
from the southern counties of Ire-
land.”

Mr, Jarvis bitterly denounced the
" gwankerism " of certain Canadian
reprecentatives stopping at the
tasbionable hotels of London, and
trying to make use of their military
unitorms for gelfish ends.

OurMontreal friend musthave heard
some political goseip about Canadian
affairs in his time, and have lived
long enough to know its worth, or
rather worthlogeness.

The fact of the matter is
that the south of Ireland has con-
tributed its fall quoia of re-
cruits; while of Carson's erstwhile
army of 200000 “driiled and discip
lined troops” barely 15 per cent. have
enlisted and they “have stepped into
the breach” for home defence.
There are probably 50,000 casualties
amongst the Irish Nationaliste in
France and Flanders. Bafore us is a
casualty list of 1,000 of which 814
are south of Ireland names. And this
was about the time that the home
defenders of Ulster were retusing to
give up their German rifles for use
at the front. But this is no time for
recrimination. The Orangemen are
Irish and will, we trust, do credit to
Ireland yet. Lot Mr, Jarvis' travel-
lers’ tales and political gossip about
Ireland pass; as we may also quietly
ignore his Yellowplush denunciation
of the “swankerism” of Canadians
“stopping at the fashionable hotels
of London, and trying to make use of
their millitary unitorms for selflsh
ends.” L
“ THHE GRAVES AT KILMORNA"

11

Considered as an analyais of the
Fenian movement, the “Graves at
Kilmorna'" is admirable. But as a
picture of present day social and pol-
itical conditions in Ireland, it is over
drawn.

From the quied seclusion of his
study at Doneraile Canon Sheehan
looked out upon the Irish political
world, and saw his country in the
melting pot. The old order of things
was changing, and the change was
decidedly]tor the worse in his opinion.
Materialism was eating into the
hearts of the people, and. undermin-
ing the foundations ¢f the splendid
idealism of the past. The old eim-
plicity was yielding place before the
advance ol complex modern condi-
tions. The stock broker's office, and
not the village chapel, attracted the
eyes of the later nineteenth century
Irishman. Ireland wasbreaking with
her past. “We are golug after strange
gods,” he writes.'We Irish were arace
apart; so surely as Jehovah of old
geleoted the Jews a8 his people—the
chosen nsation —s0 we, by God's
design and destiny, stand alocf from
the nations around us. Their ways
are not our ways; their God is not
our God. But we are forgetting our-
gelves, just as the Israelites forgot
themselves under the thunders and
lightnings cf Sinai.”

From this it will be seen that the
pioture the Canon sketches is, in

many respscls, & depressing | one,
But at the risk of seeming presump-
tuous we venture to challenge his
verdict. Wé think he is a little too
general in his condemnation. We
said so before in reviewing “ The
Blindness of Dr. Gray.,” Like Luke
Dalmege in the novel of that name,
and Myles Cogan in the present
volume, we are of the opinion that
Oanon Sheehan lived so much among
his books that he hardly understood
the people. The Irish people are not
all saints ;nor are all Irieh politicians
pure souled patriots. There are self
geckers in Ireland ae in everywhere
else. There sre those whose hands
are itching to touch the golden
counters. But for all that we believe
that the heart of the nation is sound,

But in the end the author thinks
all will be well, Just as inSt. Augus-
tine's famous saying, the soul is
made for God, and is restless until il
finds its reat in Him, go Ireland can-
not be permanently satisfled with
the thinge of earth. She will yet
gicken of the pursuit of material
things ; and then, he writes, they
will build a monastery on every hill
top, and Ireland will become & second
Thebaid. It is worthy of note that
this is the ultimate destiny of Ire-
land as predicted by another distin-
guished writer, the late Mgr. Ben-
son.

Although we cannot accept Canon
Sheehan’s picture of present-day Ire-
land in its entirety, yet we believe
that his rather exaggerated criticism
will do good. It is good for the Irish
people to have their faulte and short-
comings held up before their eyes by
the kindly hand of one who loved
them as did the gentle Canon. His
fs a warning not to bresk with the
past. He tells them that their past
was great and inspiring even it defeat
be written across its pages. And it
is good for a people to be told that
deteat oftentimes spells victory.

Canon Sheehan, genius though he
was, was out of touch with the times.
He held that the rigid unity de-
manded by the parliamentarians
meant the sacrifice of independent
thought. Hence he gided with
O'Brien in his ridiculous All-For-
Ireland movement, & protest against
the modus operandi of the official
nationalist party. Much of the
gloom that overhangs his pages is
begotten of this thought.

For the last time we have reviewed
a book by the great ornament of the
Irish clergy. Never again will we
walk with Canon Sheehan “ Under
the Cedars and Stars.” “The
Graves at Kilmorna " comes to us as
a gitt trom the dead hand of the
gentle priest of Donoaraile. Oar
pleasure in ite perusal is shadowed
by the regret that the voice that
speaks through its pages is stilled
for ever, and that mever again will
we be privileged to listen to this
wisest of teachers and kindliest of
philosophers. His books are a noble
legacy, and is it too much to hope
that the inspiration of his example
will encourage others of his olass to
overcome the ‘* damnosa hereditas”
tkat has made the Irish clergy look
askance at the literary profession.

COLUMBA.

NOTES AND COMMENTS

IN A RECENT iseue of the Presby-
terian cccurred this paragraph :

“Roman Catholicism is an easy re-
ligion and human nature is inclined
to take the easy rond. When for a
consideration respongibility can be
shifted to another's shoulders and
when for a fee religion can be done
by proxy it is not an easy thiong to
persuade men that the more diflioult
and arduous path of pergonal respon-
gibility to God or the 'Via Doloroea’
is the way to life.”

WE wouLD not think of contending
with the writer of the above as to the
“eaginess” of the Catholio religion
turther than to remark by the way
that the aseertion scarcely coalesces
with the ordinary imputation from
such a quarter that Catholics are in
effect slaves, and so oppressed and
priest ridden as to render it & pious
duty on the part of Presbyterians to
labor strenuously for their emanci-
pation. To this end the sect in ques-
tion is in the habit of epending thou-
sands of dollars snnually in what, on
the showing of many of its own ad-
herents, is a vain attempt to ghatter
the faith of the Catholics of French
Ceanada. If “Roman Catholicism” is
so easy a religion it is purely sense-
less, or dishonest, or both to extort
money from the pockets of the credu-
lous on the opposite pretext. For
upwards of three centuries the Pres-
byterian sect has been railing against
the “tyranny of Rome" and shedding
what prove to be crocodile tears over
the woes of ''Rome’s dupes.” Now it

is “"Rome” that is the dupe and the

Catholic Church the merest tool of
ite slothtul and pleasure-loving mem-
bers !

THE IMPUTATION of easiness then
from such a source scarcely merits
consideration, It may be put down
a8 the irresponsible gabble of an
ignoramus, Of a different character,,
however, i the underlying insinua-
tion that all the graces of the Sacra-
ments and the numerous other aide
to ealvation which are the inberit.
ance of the faithful Catholic can be
bought for a price like eny other
commodity, and that “tor a consider-
ation " responsibility for one’'s acts
“ean be ehifted to another's shoul-
dere.” This is a calumny which has
done duty in the bands of Protestant
controversialists for three hundred
years but which is none the less re-
prehengible on that account.

NOTWITHSTANDING the progress of
education and enlightenment which
is the characteristic boast of the age
it need not be matter for eurprice
that this heritage of vicious slander
should still find lodgment in the
brains of the shallow end ignorant,
or prove a ready instrument for ex.
torting applauee from a Tweltth of
July audience. But that the organ
of an influential denomination in
Canada, which makes special parade
of ite scholarship and laye great
strees upon the Ten Commandments,
should open it columns to a vulgar
libel of the eort is surely calculated
to weaken our confldence in human
nature a8 therein exemplified. The
editor of The Presbyterian would
consider himself ingulted were an
attempt made to use his columns as
a vehicle for the slander of an in-.
dividual, no matter how depraved.
Strange ie it not, that the Christian
Church, the Bride of Christ, should
not merit an equal degree of con-
sideration.

DiscUSSING THE ‘“union” move-
ment in the Presbyterian General
Assembly recently held at Kingston,
a reverend delegate who favored
fusion with the Methodists pertinent-
ly asked: ' What did the church do
before the name 'Presbyterian’ was
invented? ” and casually quoted
Shakespeare's famous epigram, “‘a
rose by any other name would gmell
a8 eweet.” Pabliehed reports of the
Assembly’s proceedings do vpot indi-
cate that there was any response to
the enquiry. Evidently the Assem-
bly as & body thought it prudent not
to raise the issue, or, being raised, to
pags it unheedingly by. For the
name Presbyterian as so used has ro
roots in the past and the sect which
marches under it is no lees a thing
of yesterday.

WRITING ON the question "“Anglican
and Roman,” a correspondent of the
ICa.ua:iian Churchman asserts that
‘ you may search the city of Toronto
in vain to find a single Romanist who
honestly believes that he cannot be
saved unless he believes all the
decrees of the Council of Trent, and I
doubt whether you could pick out
ten who could tell you offhand what
the Council of Trent has decreed’"—
a safe assertion to make in the
columns of an Anglican ctweekly. Bub
let the gentleman travel outside of
hie own restricted sphere and he may
accertain that with Catholics the
Faith is not a thing to be whittled
and sifted according to one’s own
whims and caprices but is a revela.
tion from cn High, “built upon the
foundation of the Apostles and Pro-
phets,” and safeguarded by the Holy
Ghost through all ages. With Angli-
cans a8 with every other denomina-
tion of Protestantism, it is on the
contrary but the creature of the
human intellect—which makes all
the difference.

ON THE BATTLE LINE

ot e

THE DARDANELLES

From Tokio comes an appavently
authentio report that seven German
submarines have enterod the Medit-
erranean by way of Gibraltar. They
will not be able to stay long in
the western part of the sea, because
every foot of shore line on which
there is a possibility of concealing
stores of fuel oil will be guarded by
the French and Italian patrol boats.
They may hope to replenish their oil
tanke from Ausfrian veesels running
the blockade along the Dalmatian
const, nnd menace shipping paesing
to and from the Suez Canal, but it is
much more likely that they have
been despatched to aseistin the hold-
ing of the Dardanelles agalust the
attack of the Alliee. The first Ger-
man submarine that ran the gaunt.
let of Gibraltar sank the Trinmph
and the Msjestio, and the Kaiger
probably thinks that a few more in
the eame waters would greatly in-
orease the difficulty of provisioning

and reinforcing the armies of the

Allies operating on the Gallipoli
Peninsule. The presence of even
one efficient German submarine in
the Dardanelles has forced the
British and French Admirals to
guard their fighting ships very care-
fully, and a sevenfold increase of the
peril from torpedoes would be no
joke.— Globe, June 25.

The marked lack of news from the
Dardanelles is depressing, if not
ominoue.

THE ITALIAN FRONT

It looks as it the Italians may
have to flank the lsonzo lines by
landing an expedition on the Istrian
shore near Trieste. The preeence of
Austrian deetroyers and submarines
in the Adriatic makes such an expe-
dition somewhat risky, but it is evi-
dent that the forcing of the Isonzo
lines is going to be & slow job, and
the Italisn navy may be called in to
help by guerding and facilitating a
landing to the east of them.

THE RUSSIANS

The indomitable Russians are
already beginning to come back.
Official reports from Petrograd, con-
firmed by admissions from Vienna,
show that along the Dniester, be-
tween & point simost due south of
Lemberg and the Bukowinian border,
the Russians are not only holding
their own, but at two places have
torced Austrian columns which had
succeeded in reaching the north bank
of the river to withdraw and fall
back to the river, after euffering
losees which the Ruseian report
speaks of ag enormous. The Ruesian
lett flank on the Dniester must be
withdrawn go that it may remain in
touch with the general retirement
of the centre, caused by the evacua-
tion of Lemberg, but it is quite clear
from yesterday's reports that the
Russians in the Dneister region are
capable of outfighting the Austrians,
and are retiring not after a defeat,
but after an important victory. In
the balancing of accounts it may be
found that the Austrians have re-
¢ently lost as many men along the
Dheister as they captured on the re-
ocoupation of Lemberg and in the
week’s fighting which led up to that
event,

Berlin, June 25—The fighting, ac-
cording to Berlin despatches, has
been uninterrnpted for four
daye and nights, and the Rus-
piars wasted the lives of their
troops by recklessly marching
them in masses into the Austrian
fire. Large heaps of Russian dead, it
is seserted, lie before the Ausirian
trenches.

The figating is declared to be par-
ticularly desperate eashward of Zale
Ziczyky., The Russians are said to
be charging repeatedly along the
river. At a few places they have suc-
ceeded in fighting their way to near
the Austrian positions, but suffered
trightful losses, and were compelled
to retire before the determined Aus-
trian resistance.

Similar scenes, it is asserted, are
beingenacted dailyin Bessarabia. The
Rueeians flghting hers have been re-
cruited chiefly from the home guardg
and by levies on the eastern prov-
inces.

THE WESTERN FRONT

There is comparative calm all along
the western front, accordicg to the
night French official report. A few
combats with hand grenades are re-
ported, but the only fighting of im.
portance took place in the Vosges,
where a German attack in the Fonte-
nelle region wae repulsed. There
was violent fighting on the heights
of the Meuse on Thursiay night, in
the ccurse of which the Germans
assailed the entire French front at
Calonne with flaming liquids and
asphyxiating bombz, and: then
launched an infantry attack. They
;eachf.d and occupied eome of their
second line trenches captured by the
French a few days ago,but the French,
returning to the atack, recaptured
them. The German report claims
the ' recapture of a stubbornly -de-
fended communication trench from
the ememy,’ but this was evidently
sent before the final French attack—
or ignored it. In the renmewal of
active hostilities along the Meuse and
on the Lorraine frontier there is
evidence that the Germans are
strengthening their forces in eastern
France in the hope of relieving the
pressure in the region of Arras,
having for its ebjeot the recovery of
Lille and the industrial district by
which the Manchester of France ie
surrounded.

Jacques Dhur, a French expert in
international law, has startled his
tellow countrymen by the assertion
that no small part of Germany’s food
gapply is reaching her from France
by way of Switzerland. A conven-
tion ratified between France and
Switzerland on July 26, 1914, pro-
vides that in case of war France
sball supply the Federal Government
of Switzerland with 300,000 tons of
cereals a year. According to M.
Dhur, 100 trucks, each loaded with
between twelve and fiiteen tons of
cereale, cross the French frontier
every day for the Cornavin station at
Geneva, while in ordinary times the
monthly exports did not exceed
4,000 or 5,000 tone. Ab the same
time enormous quantities of potatoes,
beaus, oil aud other vegetable pro-
ducts are paising into Switzerland
via Pontarlier. To prevent com-
merce in contraband, all mer-
chandise is forwarded to a par-
ticular department or province of
the Swiss Confederation, M. Dhur,

in his investigations of this distribu-
\




