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THE CHURCH AND THE CHURCHES:

If we select for comment the following
extract from a letter which bears the
note of good faith and good will, it is
not because the sentiment it contains is
@xceptional, but rather because it is be-
eoming all too common, and because it
is accepted without challenge as natural
in the course of event. After praising
this publication our correspondent adds:
“Let me say also that I am not of your
Chuareh. My name is on the roll of the
Presbyterian church of this little city,
but I am not a bright and shining light
n my d monination. The truth is1 re-
gard our Protestantism as having seen
its best days, and wholly unable to
grapple with the problems of the day,
religious, ethical and social. The Cath-
olie Church, I am convinced, is the only
reliable barrier against the fearful tide
of infidelity, immorality and general
eussedness which threatens our civiliza-
tion.”” The saduess of this admission is
pathetic. It is the ery of a heart which
fias lost a fond ideal, or, more correctly,
the disappointment of one whose hope

1 ) . O modern arena emite ! There reputa-
has failed him, As faith in creed wanes, | ¢ = S 'e1 e be
Ee & 1he chusls disopests: " Thon tions once deemed fair are ripped in
4 Y (M) 8§ 2 . - H

PI tatters, lives are wrecked, hearts

who appreciate the deep attachment of
the Preshyterian to the religion of his
birh can estimate in so - @ the bitterness
of the realization that it isno longer the
saving influence he was taught in youth
to consider it. To feel that one's best
resource is not adequate in the struggle
with evils, is a first step towards pessim-
ism; and pessimism is a veiled form of
despair. Meanwhile one asks, why is it
that a church loses its ability to grapple
with the problems of the day, religious
as well as ethical and social? Why can-
not its representatives answer the
questions wileh its members propound
about the application of the Divine law
$0 actual circumstances? Why cannot
its doetrines meet the difliculties which
arise from science, history, sociology?
As the custodian propagator of religi-
ous truth, a chureh should have doctors
and docurines which shed light on the | |
problem of the moment as upon the | hi
problem of all time. To satisfy immor- 1
tal souls should be their guide here as
well ag their salvation hereafter.
is particularly true of a church which
impresses upon its members the fact
that they are destined to be a saving
alement in society. The represonta-
tives of this very church are actually
engaged in holding conventions North,
South, East and West, lauding their
founder to the skies, and framing pro-
grammes of world-reform. Nowhere in
these conventions is the admission
made that Protestantism has seen its
gost days; on the contrary, one might
gaziher from the reports of these minis-
terie]l revivals that we are to witness
soon its renaissance. Apparently the
ministers are bot at onc wi their
people. The story told by Stannard
Baker in I'hne American Magazine con-
firms the words of our correspondent,
and his story is one of facts thoughout.

Meanwhile, to follow this subject
from another point of view, how comes
it that the Catholic Chureh should be
regarded, even by Protestants and men
of no chureh as a barrier against infidel-
ity, immorality, and contempt for law,
whether human or Divine, which, we
take it, is meant by the word * cussed-
ness ?” Is it mot a paradox that the
Ohurch of the poor, and, as it is so often
vepresented, of the ignorant, the for- |
eigner, the oriminal classes, the foe of
geience, freedom of thought, of eivil
allegiance, of religious toleration, should
suddenly be regarded as the hope of the
nations ? Or, since the paradox is 8o

8¢

unreasonable if the Catholie Church, be- Father |

sides being so bereft of natural resonrces,

is so hampered, as its enemies believe, by | ¢
its antagonism to science, liberty and |
loyalty, are we not reasonable in con- | ;.

oluding that it has some other power
and resources for transcending those
which other religious bodies claim n
abundance? This is precisely the solu-
tion of this chief problem of the day.
Waiving the question about the natural,
human or worldly advantages which the
rarious religious bodies possess, these
avail but little in the struggle with vice
and corruption no matter how powerful
No human agency, itself
sbiect to evil, can reform and save
me I;, without Divine aid. When, there-
ore, men look to the (latholie Chureh to
save them from the evils of the day
they unwittingly attribute to it some
unknown, mysterious, or supernatural
power, in virtue of which alone it can
meet the problems of the day and stem
the side of infidelity and immorality.

they may be.

THE MODERN ARENA,

New York's far-famed four hundred are
now enjoying the sensation of their
lives. Usually, like Lady Clara Vere
de Vere, they find time hanging heavily
on their hands. People who possess
much wealth often find it diflicult to be

amused. Finally, drinking, daneing,
automobiling, yachting, golf-playing,
gambling — all  these things become
bores.

The old pagan emperors of Rome, fore-
seoing that eventually such people must
become a menace to the State, devised
the arena for their amusement. There
the idle rich and the idle poor could go
and witness beasts tear each other and
men slay each other and return home
with something to talk about for a month,
The State furnished the sensations aund
its subjeets were thrilled and satisfied.

The nasty divorces among the idle
rieh of New York, Chicago, Pittsburg
and elsewhere prompt one to believe
that the arena of old has come again,
though in different form. The modern
divoree-court is the ancient arena re-
stored. There hungry beasts stand and
devour each other, and there men and
women rise and slay one another
“ Butchered to make a Roman holiday"”

is as true of events to-day as it was long

ago of the pagan amphitheatre.
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And what a reek of foul cdors the

broken, souls ruined, little children left
desolate, and often the nostrils are filled
with a stench of blood.
| tence makes beasts and the dec
its ollicers make murderers of Christiau-
ity and virtue.
tragedy
Sophoeles, and every absolute decree a
murder from which Medea would have
shrunk.

devote their hours to new desires, so
long will foul deeds be done.
arenas did not exisy, silly rich and poor
would not be tempted to enter and take
part in the spectacles.—New Worid,
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GREAT LAKE TRIPS

All ports on the Great Lakes are_reached
regularly by the excellent service of the

Lines.

with the Clark Wireless Telegraph Service,

operate daily trips between Buffalo and Detroit, Cleveland and Detroit, four
trips per week between Toledo, Detroit, Mackinac and wayports, and two
trips per week between Detroit, Bay City, Saginaw and wayports. Special steamer
leaves Cleveland twice a week direct for Mackinac, stopping at Detroit every trip and

Goderich, Ont., every other trip. Send two cent stamp for illust-

rated Pamphlet and Great Lakes Map.
Address: L. G. Lewis, G. P, A., Detroit, Mich,

P. H. McMILLAN, President
A. A. SCHANTZ, Gen. Mgr.
DETROIT & CLEVELAND

NAVIGATION CO.
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Ihe ten large steamers are safe, speedy and com-
{otable. Every boat is of modern steel construction and equipped
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