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financiers than for ripened and inspiring
scholarship.

«Them; . too, the  rack- of comstant.
change is detrimental to the finer grade
of civic sentiment. Tt would seem that
‘the Island's significant Indian name was
wrought into its physical construction
like the curse that kept the Jew of
table a wanderer. Periodically the city
is renl and upheaved in unison with the
gurrounding changes of tide. Here one
does not need to live out his threescore
gears and ten to see the city of his
youth slip awav from him. Even his
Alma Mater packs her trunks amd moves
about too rapidly to foster the undying
loyal home spirit among her sons—my
college has lived in three houses since
my freshman year. How I envy the
sons of Harvard. Yale, and all the rest
who can go back, and, feeling at least
a scrap of the old campus turf beneath
their feet, close their eyes and be young
again for one brief minute. Is not this
the reason why so many of Columbia’s
sons, in spite of the magnificent oppor-
tunities she offers. send their sons else-
where, because they realize the value of
associations theyv have missed, and
recognize the Whirlpool’s changefulness ?

“What would he the feelings of an
Oxford man, on returning from his life
gtruggle in India or Australia, to visit
his old haunts. if he found, as a sign
of vaunted progress, the Bodleian Lib-
rary turned into an apartment house !

“The primal difference between civilized
men and the nameless savage is love of
nome, and the powerful races are those
in whom this insiinct is the strongest.
Such fealty is not born in the shifting
almost tent-dwellars of Manhattan.

“It was in the late seventies, the
winter before his passing, that one mild
night T walked home from a meeting of
the Goethe Club in company with the
poet Bryant. He and my father had
been stanch comrades, and many a time
had I studied his Homeric head silhouet~
ted by firelight on our library wall. As
we crossad the Park front going from
Fifth Avenue east to west, he paused,
and leaning on his cane gazed skyward,
where the outlines of some buildings, in
process of construction on Fifty-ninth
Street, and then considered high, stood
out against the =sky.

‘““ ‘Poor New York,” he said, half to
himself, half to me, ‘created and yet
cramped by force of her watery boun-
daries, where shall her sons and
daughters find safe dwelling-places ?
They have covered the ground with their
habitations, amnd even now they are
climbing into ‘the sky.” And he went on
leaving his question unanswered.

e * - - - L ] L -

‘A caller interrupted me yesterday, a
most persistent fellow and a dangerous
one to the purse of the tyro collector
of Americans, though not to me. He

was a man of some pretence to classic

superficially = versed in
lore of title, date. and editio princeps.
He had half a dozen prints of rarity
and value had they not been forgeries,
and a book . . . that T had long sought
after in its original form, but the only
copy 1| had seen for many years when
put up at auction lacked the title page
and fully half a dozen leaves, besides
having some other defects. Would you
believe it, Dick. this copv was that from
the lauction, its defects repaired, its mis-
sing leaves replacead by careful forgery,

education, and

and what is more, T know the vender
was aware of the deceit. But he will
sel] it to some young moneyed sprig

who will not know.

“T was angry. Dick, very angry, and
vet all this is a trivial part of what
we have a long time been discussing.
The sudden glint. of wealth in certain
quarters has changed the aspect of even
book collecting, that once most individu-
al of occupations. and syndicated it.

‘“Once a book collection was the mna-
tural accumulation. more or less perfect
according to purse and opportunity, of
one following a certain line of thought,
and bore the stamp of individuality :
but as these bibliophiles of the old
regime pass away, the ranks are recruit-
el by men to whom money is of no ac-
count, whose competition forces irratiom-
al prices and creates false values. Me-
'hinks I see the finish of the small col-
»ctors like ourselves. Meanwhile, just
o much intellectual pleasure is wrested
from the modern scholar of small means
who dares not make beginning. 1 do
not Mke it, Dick, indeed I do not.
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“But we wers discussing domesticity,
I think, when this wretch rang the
bell. The restlassness 1 speak of as
born of undisciplined bigness, of money-
ed magnitude, is visible everywhere, and
more so in the hours of relaxation than
those of business.

‘““We have acquired the knowledge of
many arts in these late years, and we
needed it; but we have lost one that
is irreparable—sociallity. There {is no

. longer time to know oneself, how then

shall we know our neighbors ?

‘““The verb to entertain has largely
driven the verb tn enjoy from the social
page. It is not too extreme, I think,
to say the home and playhouse have
changed places. Many conservative peo-
ple that I know turn to the theatre as
the only safe means of relaxation and
enjoyment within their reach, the stress
and penalty of criticism in entertaining
modern company being unbearable to
them.

‘“To the bachelor who, like myself, has
a modest hearthstone, yet no hand but
his own to stir the fire, the dinner
tables of his married friends and his
clubs have been supposed to replace, in
a measure at least, the need eof family
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