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_Cost of Milk Production at the 0. A. C.
To the Editor FARMAR'S ADVOCATR! .
SIR,—Please correct the statement in ADVOCATE

<

of Fabr'uuz 1st in reference to the loss on food fed | ;

to a cow at the Ontario Agricultural College. The
loss was $2.69, not $26 as reported. After ch: e
this. cow for all the food eaten, and selling her

butter at 20 cents per pound, she made a loss, as __

stated, of $2.60. Your query, “%;i' ry farm
what are the cows in ,youg h%rr{l doing?” is a v?"
important one—one that ought to stir up the mlnz
of your readers who are

little knowledge of what

add that the v
herd (19 cows milking) was. ts for December,
1896; whereas in December, 1895, the food cost was
18.8 cents per ponnd of butter.

materially reduce the. food cost
butter for 1807. Who will

roduce or how

of ch

'intelligence of
degi?inad.‘ _

d cost of l‘“ﬁ?n" of b’uttog for our
cen

‘We are hoping to | 1
el glloi g 3514

obably on the 5th inst., | light.

keeping cows with very | waters

eese
€0-0 te in this |

matter, and give others the benefic oﬁ their experi- | inside.
: .+ H. H. DEAN.
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ence? :
Dairy School, Guelph. = :
POULTRY.
. How to Make Hens Pay. -
- 1.—}I?w many hens do gﬁmu yrhbtao keep on the
birds or both, what breeds

2.—With a view to eggs, table
g: orosses o:!;nhl you recommend as likely to'give most general
3.—What plans would you for vin; an ordi-
nary farm flock of mixed ﬁovl-,mml?mu “ weeding
out,” new birds, setting of eggs, eto,?
4.—What period of the year is it advisable to retain male
birde with the flock? How about numbers together {
5.—By whatmeans do you secure the best eggs for hatohing ?
treatment wounld you for

6.— of o 2
ing hens (from which the eggs are to g set) dmﬂn latter

patt of winter and spring? "

-7.—What sort of a house do you recommend with to

g;) sige, (b) location, (o) Iul'lmha d) sunlight, (e) ventilation, (f)
ust bath, and (g) watering, and to what exteat should fowls

run out in winter? . 5

&—I'Iow do you manage to keep hens free from lice and

9.—What foods or mixtures do you recommend for (a) egg gi

roduction, (b) fattening, (c) h fte uld feed ¥
End a}) whac(bv,:lone% t%o ;gn(:iﬁ.e‘;:‘tr;:obond.o:nd vegm&

and sunflower : .
10.—How many eggs per year should a, farm bird lay
rs be sold ¢

to be profitable, and at what age should
11.—Should turkeys, ducksor geese be allowed to run in the
same house with hens; if notiw A ¢ :
13.—What is your idea of eeping turkeys, ducks or geese
on the average farm, and how do they compare with hens as
to profit, eto.? :

1. I am of the opinion 100 hens on a 100-acre
farm is enough; or I would prefer fifty good ones
to one hun r ones. No hen, unless an ex-
ceptionally winter layer, or a rare mother to
chicks, should be kept over two years. The plan I
pursue is. after the second winter to market in May
or em;ly June when poultry is scarce. :

2. My experience teaches that cross-bred fowlsare
hardier than pure-breds, and equally as good layers.
However, if two non-sitting "breeds are ¢
or if ‘& non-sitting breed and any breed that will sit
are crossed, the prog::x in both cases are likely to
be sitters. ‘Cross- fowls mature early, lay
usually: with less care, and have an inclination to
sit more than pure-bred fowls. For eggs the follow-
ing breeds are : Leghorns, Minorcas, and Anda-
lusians, and are all ‘non-sitting breeds. For both
eggs and meat the Plymouth Rock and Wyandotte
are the leaders. These two breeds are the best all-
round fowls in the market. For cfosses I would
recommend Plvmouth Rock &)ullet.a mated to Leg-
horn cocks. Wyandottes and Leghorns make fine
broilers and are good layers, but perhaps are a trifle
small for roasters. For first-class roasting fowls,
mate Brahama pullets to an Indian Game cock.

8. Never use any male that is not pure-bred, nor
one closely related to any stock in breeding pen.
Select your best. winter layers that do not show an
inclination to sit often, and mate to a male from
good laying strain, being careful that he is well-

roportioned, or, in other words, would dress well
or market. Select your male for utility rather
than fancy. Mate ten or twelve of your best hens
to this male, and set ONLY these eggs.

4. Male birds should never be allowed with the
flock during the months of June, July, August,
and September, and better if not among the flock
only during breeding season, which is the months
of March, April, and May. One male is'enough for
any farmer, and unless an exceptionally good one,

' it is, perhaps, wise to dispose of him after breeding
season. A number of males running together is a
waste of food and capital, as well as a hindrance to
egg production, and also an injury to the keeping
qualities of eggs. Infertile eggs do not spoil when
exposed to heat.

‘ WAy ~}
10. Every hen should lay at least ten dozen | sh
year. rg--oilem shou'ld,{o soldwhehthnytg :

Ee;eight of 13 to 2 lbs. each, or from ten to twelve
weeks old.. wie l e s,
11. To obtain best results hens should have a
house by themselves. Ducks are very noisy at
night and disturb ‘the hens. Furthermore,’ wﬂ:{
create an odor which is not agreeable to the
being of hens. They are sometimes quarrelsome.
Geese are somewhat similar to d and are sure
to get too fat if fed with hens. Turkeys are very
quarrelsome, and usually devour the most ‘delicate
morsel in the food. They will not stand confine-

ment. : ,
12. Turkeys can be made profitable b&toeding

in winter mainly on bran .ndroou&“vlr_ln a n&:
whole grain, and after harvest being ned on the
grain fields. Ducks to be profitable need to have a
ration of ground | than whole. Feed
lenty of vegetables and meat, mixed with about
Ka.lf of ground oats and corn meal. A little whole
should be given at noon. Never feed a duck
after it is ready for market, which is when it be-
comes fully covered with feathers, or about at the
age of ten weeks. Geese need a large amount of
vegetables in winter, and in summer plenty of short,
juicy grass, with plenty of water. .
Hastings Co., Ont. W. R. GRAHAM.

An Experienced Poultryman Testifies.

1. On a 100-acre farm 50 to 80 hens could be kept

profitably. - A farmer %nenu keeps more in sum-
mer than in winter. Hens should never be ke
over three years old, unless some very valuab
breed is des to be retained, as some hens are
more valuable than others for egg production, etc.

2. Undoubtedly the white and brown Leghorns
are the best for egg production, but the Plymouth
Rock, Wyandotte or Houdan is the best for table
and eggs combined. The Light Brahma comes
early to maturity, and is an excellent winter layer.
A cross between the Indian Game and any of the
Asiatic breeds makes the best table fowl I have
ever tried, being large, plump and tender.

3. By getting a pure-bred cock of any desired
breed, and crossing with the common fowl—but
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them for $1 eack

y about a month,
so you see that paid well. M
Wellington Co., Ont. MR. JAMES ANDERSON.

«Blood will tell” in fowls as in other animals,
therefore it is wise to carefully select the layers of

eggs to be set, and mate them with what will most
probably sire the desired class of fowls, i




