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He had undertaken a hard task. They

had called themselves the Ever Victorion
Army but had never deserved the name
until Gordon took the command. Space for-
ids going inty any details of the campaign,
but city after city was soon captured and
there remained only Soochow. Bat Gordun
was almost liscours The Chinese au-
thorities wi*h little sense of honor contin
ually broke faith with him, refused to pay
his men regularly, and once actually fired
upon them. He was disgusted and started
to Shanghai to resign his command. When
near the city, however, he heard that Bur

gevine, the former commander of the Ever
Victorious Army, had raised a well armed
baud of foreign rowdies, joined the rebelsin
Soochow, and was planning to win over his
ld followers. The aspect of affairs was
aver than ever. For Gordon to abandon
the cause now was to give the country over
to misery and ruin for years
to come. And yet he stood
alone, He couid not trust
the Imperial Government
wd he could not trust his
men. But he concluded to
tand and see the end of the
rebellion.  Burgevine was
doing his best to take Gor
don’s life and Gordon knew
it, and yet when he heard
that the rebels had suspected

Jurgevine and threatened
him with death he wrote
begging them to rpare him

Gordon himsel! worked
harder than any one in the
army and was always in the
front of every battle,
When a leading officer fal-
tered he would take him
quietly by the arm and lead
him forward. He had so
many hair breadth escapes
that his men came to be-
lieve that he led a charmed
life and that where he was
there wassafety, Hecarried
no arms ; his only weapon
was a little hamhoo cane
with which he pointe! in
directing the fight, and this
the natives called “Gor
don’s magic wand of vie-
tory.” Soochow fell, and
with it the main part of the
rebellion

Jut side by side with his
victory ( ral G rdon ex
perienced the greatest sor
row of the whole campaign.
When the Wangs surren-
dered the city 1t was on
condition that their lives
would be spared and their
city saved from plunder,
but the next day as he went
alone into the city expect
ing to find everything set-
tled he found to his horror
that Li had broken faith
and that the five Wangs had
been murdered and the city
given up to plunder of the
Imperial tro Ina fury
he seized his revolver and
started ofi in search of the
treacherous governor, but
Li was nowhere to be found
There is no doubt but that
if Gordon had found him
then he would have shot
him on the spot. He never
»f the murdered kings

afterwards without tears. A

little more fighting and
Nankin fell ; the rebels were conquered and
China was saved,

The gratitule of the people was un-
bounded and they at once proceeded to heap
upon him both riches and honor. But
Gordon would none of them, Twice a
fortune was offered him but he would ac-
cept nothing. After much persuasion he
consented to accept the title of Mandarin of
the yellow jacket, the highest Mandarin in
the service of China, and with this Prince
Kung presented him with a magnificent
gold w]ll'n from his own neck which he
could not refuse. He had spent all his pay
in relieving the wants of the poor people
around him, he had refused to accept any
reward from the government for his ser-
vices, and he returned to England in the
end of 1564 as poor a man as when he left,
An incident on the voyage home serves to

show his character, A collection was being




