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April 13, 1911. FARM AND DAIRY 5
givw such marked reeulte when applied to land 
where any dorera or legumes are to be grown.

The day hae long ai nee arriv ed when all should 
profit from these nitrogen fiv;ng bacteria. On 
aifalfa we muât bave them. On red clovers and 
other legumes where theee do not thrive as thay 
should the peculiar forma of bacteria adapted to 
each cffer the solution to their successful growth.

too late. Experience ha* shown that among the 
varieties best adapted to Eastern Ontario and 
Quebec ar.- Longfellow, Angel of Midnight, Comp, 
ton's Early, White Cap Yellow Dent and Selec­
ted Learning. Learning has constituted the main 

p at the Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa, 
for 10 cr 12 years, and during that time, with 
powibl.v one exception, has given satisfactory 
result*, the quality of corn being almost invari­
ably euch aa to make first class silage.
Flint varieties produce a somewhat better qual­
ity of ensilage and will ripen earlier, but of 
murae the yield is not so heavy a* with the

The Seed Trade in 1911
T. O. Raynor, Seed Division, Ottawa

The trade in farm seeds, especially in clovers 
well advanced and someand timothy, is now- 

conclusions can be formed as 
ditions of the trade as compared with last
The red clover crop was a very large one in the 
province of Ontario last season, and it was very 
fortunate that the demand 
United Slat

Sources of Seed Corn Supply
Branch, Ottawa 

One of the first essentials for the production 
of ensilage com is the selection ef a variety 
or strain suited to the conditions under which 
it is to be grown. One of the greatest problems 
ot corn gfciwers in Eastern Ontario and Quebec 
has been to secure an adequate supply of aocli- 
11 atised seed. Until a few year* ago at least, 
the bulk of the seed ccrn for ensilage produc 
tion was imported from the western and sou 
them state*. In some instances fairly good 

re produced, but often result* were 
tiafactory

re are two principal reasons why this corn i* 
not likely to give satisfaction in Eastern On 
tario and Quebec. In the first place, Urger and

so good in the 
tti "r it would have beau a drug on 
larket, especially those lots that were

E. 11 Eddy, B.S.A., Seed
the home m
foul with weed seeds. Uncle Sam, while partial 
to good seed, took everything at a price and 
seemed glad to get it. Just now, however, 

his appetite seems tr be satisfied.
So malty farmers grew some seed last 

that the retail dealers didn't stork up very heavily 
in districts where seed was grown. There is evi 

ice, too, that the farmer-, did a good deal of 
trading in seeds among themselves. It is to be 
regretted that many of them, with or without 
knowledge sold neighbors rather questionable 
seed, sometimes even at good prices 

A case of this kind was reported to the de 
and on investigation it was learned 

mer who lived in a seed producing dis 
trict, had 40 bushels to sell. The 
loral buyer offered this farmer a price 
that he thought was too small. He 
turned the seed over to a son-in-law 
who lived in a locality where most of 
the farmers buy seed. He was selling 
it readily at $8.00 a bush in competi­
tion with first class seed at $9,10 a 
bushel. On examining the farmer’s 
seed, not only was there apparently 
much more buckhorn and ragweed 
than was lawful to sell for seeding 
purposes, but I should judge that 
fully 15 per cent, of the seed was 
foxtail. To make matters worse the 
seed was not well graded, and there 
was a lot of inferior, dead and shrunk­
en looking wheat in it.

Which was the cheape 
purchaser? If my estim 
cent, weed seeds was correct, the 
pure clover seed of that lot would cost 
<19.41 a bushel. It was argued .hat 
the one-half or more per cent, of 
weed and buckhorn did not matter 
to the farmers of the locality as they 
all had more or les* of these weeds < n 
their farms, and a few more wouldn’t 
matter much It is to be hoped that 
not many farmers reason that way, 
especially those who are producing 
clover seed for the market. It is a 

matter of great satisfaction that the seed merch-

1 Am a rule, the Dent varieties mentioned 
can bo depended on te bo sufficiently early in 
this district and to give satisfactory results. 
However, there is sometimes considerable differ­
ence between different strains of the same var­
iety, depending 
effort should be made to secure an early strain.

Where then can the corn growers of Eastern 
Ontario and Quebec get acclimatised seed of de­
sirable varieties and strainsP The best 
is southwestern Ontario. Within the last few 
years the corn growing industry has received a 
great impetus in the Lake Erie
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crops wer

"s.
■nt,
fardistrict, and

r seed to the 
ate of 16 per

A Scene on a Greater Ontario Farm, where are te be Found Some Decidedly Attractive Buildings

later varieties are grewn in the 
will do well here

state* than 
The large Dent verb 

strains, which are favorites in the southern

there are a large number of farmers making a 
specialty of growing seed corn.
Corn fl rowers’ .Association has members scatter 
ed over Essex, Kent, Elgin, and Lambton, and 
they arc producing practically all of the common 
Dent and Flint varieties. The Dents most com­
monly grown are Learning, White Cap Yellow 
Dent, and Bailey.

I have reliable information that the seed 
produced in the Lake Erie district last 
is of exceptionally good quality, the Lest they 
have had for years, ao 1 have no hesitation in 
recommending farmers to look to the Lake Erie 
counties for their seed supply You can secure 
good seed there with $1 26 for Dents and $1.60 
for Flint* about the ruling price, except in a 
large wholesale way, which will be much 
likely to give satisfaction than anything you 
can import.

In making this statement I realise that there 
were some complaints last year regarding the 
quality of seed ccrn secured from southwestern 
Ontario, but it is safe to say that there would 
have been as much dissatisfaction, if not 
with corn purchased in the states

The Ontario putting on the market in all their grades 
lot of seed than last yearstates, are selected for heavy yielding capacity 

rather than quality or early maturity and are POOKLY COLORED SEED

There is one respect in which the seed thisited to ,.ir conditions.
UES OV ACCLIM xTir.KI) SEER 

Then there is a decided advantage in getting 
seed that has been produced under conditions an 
similar a* possible to thoee under which the 
crop is to be grewn It is a well recognised law 
of nature that plant* tend to adapt themselves 
to their environment, and a great variation may 
be found in the same variety of corn when 
under different conditions, 
strains will produce large stalk*, heavy 
with deep kerneled ear* that will be 
maturing; while northern grown ccrn will be 
smaller in the ear, finer in the atalk. and will 
mature earlier. Theee variations become 
or less fixed after a few years, an that the charac. 
teristica suited to local conditions are reproduced 
through using acclimatised seed 

The question of variety is very important 
Care should be exerciaed to get corn that is net

year doesn’t measure up to last year and that 
is in color. Owing to the season of growth being
uneven or from early frost, most of the seed has 
a large percentage of brown discolored seeds, 
only 56 per cent, of which will grow.

A noticeable feature of the trade this year is 
the unheard of price of timothy seed. Of course 
the increased price will not mean that it will cost 
so very much more per acre to 
timothy seed at $8.00 per bushel. Th 
bushel or per pound, as compared w 
years is what opens the purcha: 
price induces farmers to sow less timothy and 
more clover it will be a good thing for the coun­
try. Timothy impoverishes the soil, while clover 
enriches it.

Southern grown six pounds of
e p 
ith

foliage, 
late in

ser’s eyes. If the

Many purchasers of seed will think that the price 
paid to the producer is not commensurate with 
the price asked by the retailers of seed, and that 

(Concluded on page 11)
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