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fur trading ; and if 1o great profits were mad
losses,  That there were losses there ean be n
they were no one eoulq say, as the Fur Trad
counts were not kept separa
business, is a trade to be lear,

e, there could be no heavy
0 question ; but hoy much
€ accounts and Fishery ac-
te. The fishery business, like every other
ned, and the Compnny suffered a Jogg by not

) ften, owing to bad
ing properly cured, the result was
that they were sold for what they would feteh in the market of Windsor

or Detroit, of course at 5 heavy sacrifice. A gentleman of the name of
Smith, a British Canadian, bug who, about 15 years ago, wag residing in
Detroit, was employed by some parties in Canada, to explore the North
Shore for minerals, After having been engaged in this employment for
3 or 4 years, in which he did not very well succeed, he turned his atten-
tion to the fishery business and established one on Ise St Ignace, a very
good locality between the Posts of the Pic and Fort William ; but he
fared as bad if not worse than the Hudson's Bay Company, For whilst

they had a schooner of their own which could convey all the fishing

material from the Sault St, Marys to the fishing grounds anq transport the

fish back again, besides the expense of labourers on the spot

some other attempts were made by other parties before and after the time
I have mentioned, the result was invariably the same, The speculation
did not pay, owing to the distance of the market, want of regular com-
munication and expense of transport.

With the exception of the clearings and improvements made by both
the late North West Company and the present Hudson'’s Bay Company,
around their Trading posts and Stations along the North Shore of the
Lake, the country is nearly as much of wilder:
Jears ago, when the French went there first to
Post Office has been established at Fort Willj
another at Michipicoton 2 or 3 years,
Jear;; 8o that it is one comfort that w
but moving forward, even at the gn
every 10 or 15 years,

I believe a great future is reserved for this country, Its fisheries
are inexhaustible, and recent discoveries tend to shew that gold and sil-
ver are found in abundance in Thunder Bay ; and ¥yet, strange to say, our
Legislators have passed such absurdly stringent mining regulations, as

trade with Indians, A
am some 15 or 20 years ;
and a third at Isle §t, Ignace, last
e have not been moving backward,
ail's pace of starting a Post Office




