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If there are a great many bees in the 
hive, it may be necessary to use a lit
tle smoke—a very little to make them 
move away from the ends of the frames 
where you must catch hold to lift them 
out. You will need a stout Jack-knife, 
an old chisel, a putty knife, or some 
such tool to pry the frames loose, as 
they are likely to be stuck together or 
to the hive, where they touch It, with 
propolis. Begin at the frame nearest 
one side of the hive, first shoving all 
the frames as near as possible to the 
other side to make all the space you 
can get to get It out. Be careful not 
to let the comb you are lifting rub 
against the one next to It in the 
hive, for this will kill some bees! and 
make the other want to fight. To see 
what you are doing It Is best to stand 
with your back as much as possible to 
the sun, .,o the light will shine on the 
side of the comb vou are looking at. 
Take a look at this first comb. What 
does It contain? If a good many bees 
are on it, the queen may be there. 
Don't be wondering if every second bee 
you see Is the queen. You will know 
her all right when you see her. She 
doesn’t look any more like a worker or 
a drone than a horse looks like a cow’. 
Hold the comb up so the light shines 
right to the bottoms of the cells. If 
you see nothing there turn the other 
side and look at It. If the queen has 
laid eggs in It they can easily be seen, 
usually in the cells near the middle of 
the comb. The eggs look like small 
pieces of white thread standing on end 
In the bottoms of the cells. Usually 
the outside comb will be found to con
tain either nothing at all or sealed 
honey carried over from the year be
fore. ' If the hive be nearly full of 
bees, this outside comb may contain 
a considerable amount of new pollen 
and honey as the beea store these Just 
beyond the "brood nest" or the combs 
containing brood. It is hardly neces
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