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t|iuch the business ofthe Legislative authority to secure

to the people the blessings of the divine law, as it is to

provide for the administration of iostice or any thine

"else calculated to secure the public tranquillity ana
happiness and to promote the public good. Hence it

h iin object of the first importance for the Legislature

t>fa Country to provide for t!ie religious instruction of
the people by such an ecclesiastical establishment as

shall best promote this grand object, and secure to

them the blessings of it in its purest foi m. This sub-

ject #a8 duly appreciated by the heathen legislatora of

i>ld. ReligionwM beVer overlooked by them, and they
either framed a ^ystem-ofk'eligious worship themselves
ft>r their people or g^ve the stamp of their authority to

the popular creed.

Ihdeed the necessity of a religious establishment
t:antiot be denied, even by infidels ; and, when the aii*

thority of the State has not thought fit to establish one
particular form ofchurch government,or rive its pat«^on-

age to one sect ofChrisuans, exclusively, it has yet
found it necessary to make such laws ana regulations
aft shall secure to the people religious worship of some
Ibrok or other. But wnen an establishment like that of
the church ot Elnsland is professed in its genuine purity
of doctrine and discipline,—a doctrine ^ich no can-
did adversary, if any such there be, can deny to be in

perfect accordance with those Scriptures which she
professes to take for her guide, and whose discipline,

Eiit torn, reformed as it is now professed, if not model-
d after the express coihmanas of our blessed Lord

bimsetf who hfi no special written directions for the
ipvemment of his church, is yet in perfect accordance
iHth the practice ofAe H61V Apostles ofour Lord, who,
in all tfaihgi pertfinine b ttie church, wrote and acted
tinder the immedbte m^uehce of the holy spirit, one
cannot but pity the obtusehess of that i&gn*! Iweliiig or
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