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Empress Octavia

acter had been crushed, the horror of thattime st,ll we,ghed upon her heart. When
Rufus v,s.ted her i., her illness, he made a
favorable impression upon her, his resolute
na ure awed her and she dared not oppose
her parents wishes. But, since the Jew had
become one of the Emperor's favorites, sheno longer understood him.
Gazing out into the blue rad^nce of the

moonlight she ventured to sing a.song under
her breath. Rufus asked harshly Ihat i[
meant, and she stopped,—-

;;

I will light a lamp," she said timidly.
Why.? The moon shines brightly enough,"

he answered Lucretia suppressed a yawn
; andhe asked whether she always felt sleepy in his

society, and when her eyes filled with tears, helooked at her so sternly that she forced them
back in alarm. Her fear seemed to touch his
heart Kissing her, he said: "Do not beangry with me, Lucretia ! You know I donot mean what I say." The words had their
effect upon her timid nature, and she embraced
him with her white arms, while, for a time, he
condescended to treat her tenderly.

" Oh, how beautiful the night is at your
side. she whispered, almost believing that
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