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itt^ mediate thoughts of fecuring this Boat before (hp

might be Ibnk by numbers. There appeared not

more than a moment for confideration : to remain
and perilh with the fhip's company, whom I could

not be any longer of ufe to, or leize the opportuni-

ty which feemed the only way ofefcaping, and
leave the people, whom I had been fo well fatis-

fied with, on a variety of occafions, that I thought
I could give my life, topreferve them.

This indeed was a painful conflidl, and which, C
believe, no man can delcnbe, nor have a juft idea o^
who has not been in a fimilar (ituation—the love of

life prevailed—I called Mr. Rainey, the Mafter, the
only Officer upon deck, defired him to follow me,
and immediately defcended into the boat, at the

after part of the chains, but not without great diffi-

culty got the boat clear from the (hip ; twice the

number that the boat would carry puftiing to get in,

and many jumping into the water. Mr. Baylis, a
young gentleman, fifteen years of age, leaped from
the chains after the boat had got off, and was ta-

ken in. The boat falling a-ftcrn became expofed
to the fea, and we endeavoured to pull her bow
round to keej) her to the break of the (ea, and to

pals to windward of the (hip, but in the attempt
(he was nearly filled : the lea ran too high, and the

only probability of her living, was keeping her be-

fore the wind.

It was then that 1 became fenfible how little,

if any thing better, our condition was, than that

of thofe who remained in the fhip—at bed, itap-
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