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tiful ill lior. lie tinii, in Mis fierce unc(>r, cnst oil

lier Altar, and curved her .Sanctuary ; lie luis deli-

vered tliu walls Of thtt towers tluiroiii into the hands
of the enemy, tliit law was no ninrn amongst her,

and her prophets found iiu vision from tite Lord.
TlioRO blind prophelisaw but fatso and fouliMii tilings

for her, and tlu!y did not lay open her iniipiiiy to cx-
eito her to pcnntiee. The Lord m.-idu li«( a derision

to all (lis people— their song all the day long, lie

fitied her w ith liitternrss, fed livr with ashci, re|ii:)ved

lu-r soul fai? ol| frtitii peace, so that she forgot the

.u<)<)d tliiiiii;s ul Md< aud her end and hope seemed to

have pcrisJied. Slie strayed away Iroiii llio womb,
and spoke fil.He things. She despised tliu faithful'

Alotlicr who had begotten Iter iii Christ, wiio bad
noiiri!.hed Iwr wilii sound doctrine, ami exalted her
togioryaiid honour. CIreat lias been her pride, and
lii^r ariugaiieo as that of iMuab, and in the mullitudu
of tier strength she ' [lursecutcd the Cliiirch of (iod,'

and got drunk with the blood otVllis Martyrs. Slio'

made His servants a prey to the lowls ol heaven,
and gave the llesh of ilis saints to tiio beasts of the
cnrtli! Great, indeed, as the sea, was hurdcstruc-
tifin : who could heal hi r ? (-7)
Oh ! if she could but wiai back again tlie precious

peart which she has h)st ! If she could only recover
that saving Faith whiel^she so unhappily surrendered !

If, after three centuries of spirituiil degradation and
diastiseiiiunt,—and we. look upon her temporal pros-
perity, and her mere -worldlyavisdom, as her greatest
scourges—siiie could only obtain pardon of her great
inpOnal cri:ne, wo do believe, from tliu many noliln

and estiinabli- natural qualities of her people, tliat

Km;;! ind would speedily become one of the fairest

uM-iioiiH of tlin Church of Cliiist»aud perhaps eclipse

her ancient glories.

And surely the arm of the IMost Jiigli is not short-

ened. WhoF^ knows l>iit J||ifcbr^liOr(l may turn to tjie

liiii^Iish people, our deai^lpfgli separati'il brethren,
om- beloved (ellBW-siiIiJeels, aifr) biriiive them, and
rc;iienil)er their iiii(|aiiies no more I Uho knows but
that lliey may be again traiialati d hoi.i il.illness into
Ilis admirabli! light ! Who knows liui that they may
icturnagain to tho Holy Mother that bore them, "to
the Uock from which they were cut out," to the cen-
tw of Unity and Truth from which they received their

first Apo«tles!

From the wonderful events of the last few years,

and the exlraordinaiy changes which are every day
occurring, there is much ground -for hope. All that
coiild be accomplished by human malice or human
wisdoai, prompted and supported ^y the powers of

darkness, to4iproot the Ancient Faith, has been tried

ia vain; for " there is no wisdom, there is no pru-
dence, there is no counsel ag-iinst the Lord." (J")
We almost Miudder at giving even a brief transcript
ol tW horrible devices employed against the Church

('i7)Jerciii. &c. pMslni. Ps. Ixxvii. (->'<) rrovorba xxi. 30.

of tuM , liut why should v*^e u6t'o.xaJf the heroism ol'

His faithful servants in Kngland—the invjiiciblp
|K»wer ol His Truth-l-lho irresistibh- strength of tho
right hand of the Most High ? We thereloro only
decike what is notorious to the world,"tyliei\ we s.i),

that s.Mii.Miiiiar> laws, bribery and punishment, tifrcuti

-and smiles, imprisoi^ment and proscriftliun, outrages
and insult, misrepresentation itiid ealUmnv, sham
plots and meudacions forgeries, esclusimi from place
and power—oppression in the nriny, degradation in
the navy, injustice in the courts of law, banishment
from the halls of science, crushing fines, grievous
e\actions,.cruel confiscal ions—the rack, the scourge,
till! giltltet—i'vory form of torture, all species of coh-
tdiiiely—whatsoever w;!s hiiicous'iii bondage, dulxis-

iii^ in slavery, iiniiattir.il in civil strite—all that-

poisoned the springs of friendship, destroyed the
charities of life, and rent asunder the dearest ties of
nature—ail, all have Ihen tried, and tried in vain.

In vain were tried tlic illimitable lesomves, tlio WMt
Wealth, the lK)iindless power, of the greatest En<pru
that perhaps the worhl lias ever" behead. The inde- •

stVuetible germ of divind Truth; planted deeply i\f

the soil, by the zealous labours of her first' Mission-
aries, could never be eradicated from the fair bosom
of' Lngland. Her Catholicity was not dead; it

merely slept. .'There were always a chosen (ew, who
nevel- bi'nt the knee to Baal. There vverp alw.ays

^

some who refused to pronounce that dreadliil arid

impious sinjJjQnco of itainnation agaiftst all Christen-

dom, aiul (riitf^'k'tftre, that " for eight hundred years
.•«i.l luoio'* it was pluiificd in grbss idolatry.

There were always some lofty souls, and faithful

sniis, wlio rcfiisi.'il Ul curso the ajfies of tlicir pioiis oiiccs-

"tors, riiiJ wild would not licliL-ve—tlio very llu.iiglit filled

titoiii witli horror

—

iliat tlio IkiIIuwoJ rciiiniHs el" tliyir

fiircf.iiticrj, which, fur ii|iwai'J:i ul' ttii c( lUiiVie". UaJ aoeii-

iiiul.iteil ilifi soil ill tlitt iiuimncra'jlo Cometciips of Olil

lliiylanil, WMC iiotliiii:; more than llic bones (,f IJijIatois

will) h:i I pi'ri.sIiL'd iiiidei llio iii:iluiiit;tioii of liouvcii. Oh !

Iiow coiLi) l4iey Lflitvu tliis, wiieii they looked arouiij

and ImjIr'M i)a every yido tliu liino-lioiioitied nioiiniiieiits

of Uaih.ulic lai^laiid ; tlii; ciiduiiiii; tgstiiiion'iiils of |iiety,

charily, and Aiitli ; iho supcrh Calliudrals, ilic sjiacioiis

Aliheyii, the liuaiiiuoas cluistois, t!ic (^olomii ienijilc<i, tho "

lofty spires, till) ricli lalicrnnclcs, the jewelled va^es, lliu

ciiaiiielled blii'iiics, the 'f'Jillciiitig cliaiiccls, itic yorueoiis

windows, the toweling coluniiis giid the sciilpturod

aicliLs; Uio noble miivcisiiies, collft;os and -schools, the

vast hbiaiics, the pious ciidownients, the charitable lega-

cies, (he chauiitries, the iiospiials, the alius-hpiises, tho

riifugus for the destitute and the aged of every rank, thoso

sweet asylums for tho poor, in which poverty was deemed
no crime, but was honoured and respected, and cherished,

wiih teiiderest care, for Ilis sake, VVho, for Ipvo of us,

made Iliinsclf poor! tlow guild they assertfthat tho

Great Nation who had bt-queaihcd to postority so luaiiy

impurishabic rucocds of their knowledge of the Gospel, t

and ilicir practical belief in Christ were nothing belTcr,

after all, than the Infidel or tho Pagan! Accordingly

those devoted sons of Old Catholic Hngland, steadfast ia •


