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ing the finances, which in the frequent cases of deficits were supplemented by the
British Government on requisition from the Governors or administrators., The
conjoined rents of the St. Maurice Forges and of the King’s Wharf did not exceed
£20 a year on Sir Robert’s arrival, but he was able to report in one of his early
letters, that instead of that trifling sum, he had succeeded in raising the amount to
upwards of £1,400 sterling, and that he hoped to increase the rental of the King’s
Posts from £400 to between £2,000 and £3,000. In regard to the King’s Wharf it
was determined to retain part of it for military purposes, and for the erection of a
Custom-house, which the increase of trade appeared to render necessary, and
instead of letting either the Wharf or the Forges by private arrangement, these and
all other properties should be disposed of by public competition. The possession of
the St. Maurice Forges was an object of keen rivalry between the then lessees (Messrs
Monro and Bell) and the Batiscan Iron Co., each offering to give a higher rent than
any that might be offered by the other company. The lessees offered an annual
rent of £550 and the expenditure of £1,500 on improvements; the Bastican Iron Co,
offered £800, without an obligation to expend any sum for improvements. This offer
was communicated to Monro and Bell, with the notice that a fixed rent must be
named, without any proposal for ameliorations, the final offer to be submitted not
l'cfter than the 22nd of May, that is ten days after the date of the letter, with suffi-
clent security. The Batiscan Company declined to make any advance on their offer
of £80) 'and Mon%'o & Bell, having offered £50 more than the highest rent proposed
to be paid by their competitors, were adjudged the lease at £850 annual rent for five
gffg;)bezh;f'lltbe 135}99 was about to expire, Thomas Dunn, the acting Governor,
et )urch;s[;?isfb?l;g absent on leave, found himself in an awkward pos'ition, as
R 1_ Ot Dis sons shares in the Bastiscan Company, and fearing that
’ ﬁ‘;v?' course he took, either to guard the revenue or to sign a lease for an
glostlllne(ijllell:t :mount, he would be censured, tried to throw the onus on the Hxecutive
i sebu rec.ommended the postponement of the sale until after the arrival of the

overnor or Lieutenant-Governor, In the report of the Committee of Council,
ort made on the 1st of May, 1805, in which two
t the disposal of the lease, the principal being
o of wood for smelting, the other being the con-
g:ltlg:nghili tt};e new lessees should pay their predecessors %‘or the moveable property
arbi trati’on 81?']:}(]’:“2;? "{34,000, or such other sum as might be determined by
augmented. by additions tslt ;land, the' value of the property was to be largely
iendéd thab Che tarin % e 131.1(15‘4 included in the lease. 1t was further recom-
e ronh AN man <_) the existing lease should be extended to the 1st of Apmril,
Mini Lol a‘_mn'g the same, an extension at once agreed to. by Messrs
b Aok o bl 01’1 th’ 1t is stated, were willing, even anxious, to continue lessees
| s o © Same terms. The Council further reported that the
term. shou- e extended to twonty years and that the lease should be
publicly disposed of in June, 1806, (the 11th of that month being subse-
quently fixed upon). The recommendation by Dunn for an indefinite postpone-
ment was'not agreed to, but a short, delay took place on the ground that the surveys
were not in such a state of readiness as to admit of the sale on the date first fixed on.
On the lst. of Oc'tober the sale actually took place, the lease being adjudged, after
three previous bids, for £60 instead of the then existing rent of £850, Monro &
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