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later years and some loss of territory.

For his wife tried to keep his son Stephen
from his inheritance. In turn, Stephen's

party set upon the King and choked
him to death. Though Stephen Dushan
may have had no hand in it, this murder
clouds his reputation. Stephen Dushan
is a contradictory character— by some
regarded as the murderer of his father,

by others an idealist to be compared
with King Arthur or with Roland.

Stephen Dushan (Dctchanski), great-

grandson of Stephen Nemanya, came to

the throne in 1331 and in ten years had
gained Albania and Epirus and finally

all Macedonia except Salonika. He was
practically suzerain of Bulgaria. He
freed the Church, which long since had
drifted from Rome back to Byzance.

Now he made it independent of the

Greek Emperor, constituting the Arch-

bishop of Fetch, Archbishop, or rather

Patriarch, of Serbia.

Noted both as a soldier and a states-

man, Stephen had wider plans than Vlasi-


