
EDITOR'S NOTE
JwMt FauiBora Coopar wm bora n

Buirliagloii. New Jenc , in Septembar, 1 789

;

but wUk itill an infant ha %ra« takan to tka

Irootiar regioa of New York State, watered
bjr the Stuqaehanna River. Tbera hi*

father, who iwat a man of weahh, tat np hi<

homaitead. and the boy't early impremona
were of "the forctt primeval"—of the free,

open life of the idtleraent. There were
opportuttitie* galore for collecting information

and itoriea of the conflict* between the white

and the red man, and even for leeing the

latter in hi* native itate.

When thirteen yean of age the lad «ras

tent to Yale G>llege: but the restriction*

of *chool life proved a great trial, and the

memc. o* of the free day* on the Sotque-
hanna incited to rebellion. After three year*

hi* KhooMay* were rudely ended by hii

di«nii*«al from Yale, and it wa* decided by
hi* father that a tea life would be better fo

'

him. In 1806, therefore, he wa* entered a*

a common teaman on a ve**el tailing for

England, and after two year* "before the

ma*t " he wa* enrolled a* mid*hipman in the

American Navy. Three vear* comdieted hi*

naval career, for in 1811 he married and re-

*igned, with the rank of lieutenant. Farming,
estate management, and other occupation* en-
gaged him for *ome yean, and then he began
to write. Hi* firtt novel. Precaution (1820)
wa* a failure, but tiz yean later The Last
of the Mohicans ettabli*hed hi* reputation

a* the romaniicitt of "the Wild Wert."
He died on September Nth, 1651.


