
33

(liicncf i>f the HritiHh Parliament in ("an

ada, usinK thf lloval priTi>cativc, the

French Bfigncurs wi-n- placed in a must
peculiar Situation Throunh their eflitrts

alone, in the field, although ali.Hidoiied liV

their tenants, they and theirs had stood

in arms in 17i.V« and heat liark the Yan-

kee invaders at the licninninn iif the Am-
erican revolution anil had saved Canada
to the Hritish ("rown. They had done

this duty as feudatories of the Crown,
fiillillinK the ohliKatums which they had
entered into hy treaty in ITii.J on condi-

tion that the Crown would tiiltill itsolili-

(Salicm to them. And here the Knulish

?fouse of Tarliainent in Canada, clearly

in line with Its pcdicy of usinn the Uoyal
prerouative to wrest trihute from the

colimies without recoRnizinn the rights of

the Crown anil the nohlesse in tlic colo-

nies, had raised up a political piitv of

Its own in order to deprive the seigneurs

of their IcKitimate authority and prece-

dence.

The opposition of the Knclish parlia-

ment anil the democracy in Canada to the

French aristocracy and the communication
111 this aristocracy with its oflshoot in

Louisiana led to a plan in 17!i8 in New
Orleans to wrest Canada from the ahas-

MiK tyranny of this domination and unite

it with I.4)uisiana into one state, in the

Spanish Kmpire, as it had heen derived

from that of the Kinperor Charles V in

the XVI century.

In 17M8 the most important personaije

in Louisiana was the Chevalier I'lerre

Penys de la Honde, Colonel of the Uoyal
Ilegimcnt of Louisiana, commander of the

forces, and ' .Meade del Caliililo " Ills

elegant manor house " \ersailles," was
at Alj;iers, opposite New Orleans, some
vestiK"s of which are said to he yet visi-

hlc. His father had come from Canada
as a major of the French marines sent

into Louisiana from that province, wheri-

he was of the Seinneurial Order and h

Knight of the Order of St. Louis. His
crandfather was Louis Denys, Sieiir de la

Honde, who had been licutenant-j!;overnor

of Acadia, and a hrother of the t;reat de
Honnavcnture. Colonel dc la Ronde was
related also to the leading Spanish fam-
ilies in New Orleans, especially through
the marriage of his sister Louise to Don
Andre .Alniona^ster Y Roxas, who had hern
colonel of the Royal Regiment, comman-
der of the forces, Knight of the Order of

King Charles lU, and Alcadc del CabiUlo.
who had founded the St. Louis Cathedral,
the palace of justice, the preshytery and
several schools and hospitals. Col. de la

Ronde had succeeded him as the front

and leader of all the aristocracy of Loui

siana..

Now it seems that there were in the

I nited States at this time, a great many
persons, former royalists, and others, who
were dissatisfied already with the hypo-

cricv, cvnicism and corruption of the im-

posed ripuhlic anil its cuardian horde of

republican blatherskites. Kspecially was
this feeling strong and openly spoken lu

those places adjacent to the former

French posts along the 'Mississippi from

Detroit, and St Louis southward. Whe-
ther there were any of the Stuart ailhe-

reiils, who had invited the royal heir to

America in I77tl, at the lii'ginning of the.

colonial struggle against the Knglish par-

liaiiHiit that had began to use, unconsti-

tutionally in the col.inies, prerogative*

which belong to the Crown alone, and
uhich all the < .domes disputed to the,

parliament, but reeogni/ed to the C'own,
cannot be said. Hut the principal oiir of

ihe.si' former royalists who joined the.

French and Spanish party with numerous
others at this time, was Col. John Con-

liollv, of Detroit.

Col Connolly had been a royalist ofTi-

cer in the war of 177t>, holding comini.s-

sion under Lord Dunmore, of Virginia.

II" had raised the Royal Forrester Regi-

MU'iil ior the King in 1X72, and out of his

woods and fielils has grown the present

eilv 1)1 Pittsburgh. With other Royalists

scattered over the various states, hut

more especially among those of his for-

mer aC(|iiaintance in the Valley of the

Ohio, along the borders of Kentucky, \ ir-

ginia ,111(1 where Pennsylvania meets thesR

st.ites, he gathered the beginning of a
(li'lerniined hand, resolute, faithful, and
disgusted with the lies, treachery and
low down villainy of the rising republi-

cans These circumstances and disturl)-

aiices led them to a union. It .seems that

III I'Mti the treaty which Spain signed

with Flollaiid excited the fears of the Kng-
lish, esi)i'cially as the former French mon-
arch, the Kiiig of .Spain and the court of

Holland had recogni/ed the Stuart heir

as the rightful King of Kngland. With
the royalists in Louisiana communicating
with the rovalists in Canada and the

I'mteil States, the entire affair had a
suspicious look, and Kngland prepared for

war.
Nii-.v there happi-e.ed on the scene at

this time one .Vliranda, horn in the Span-
ish province of \ene/iiela, who had served

in the .\merican revolut.on and after-

wards was a general in th;> armies of re-

volutionary France. He was desirous of

propagating revolutionary doctrines as a
financial investiiient in the .Spanish pro-


