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heir of his forefiithers ; ami what this people wills wc also wish with it.

We all desire to l.chol.l the Prussian eagle spread it-, protectiiig and con-

trolling pinions from the Meniel to the DonnershcrK ;
lut free we wish to

see it. not fettered l.v a new Diet of Katisl.on, ar.d not clipped in the wings

by that equalizing he.lgehook whereof we well .emend .er that it was tirst

at Gotha converte.1 into an instrument of peace, while but a few weeks

previously in Frankfort it was brandished as a threatening wcai-un aj^unst

Pnissianism and the ordinances of our King. Prussians we are, and 1
rus-

sians we will remain. I know that in these words I but e.xpress the creed

of the Prus.sian army and of the majority of my countrymen
,

ami I hope

to God that we shall also remain Prussians long after this ^'^,!Zn
[the German Constitution] has moldered away like a withered autumn

leaf

PRUSSIA AND THE NEW CONSTITUTION

rXhc Constitulion a,ioptc.l bv the rcvolut.o>.ary (icrwK.n l>arl,a„.ont wa.s l.y no

„,ea„B^It,sfactory to Bis.na'cW, who did not hesitate to express h>s opinion of it in

plain words.]

Gentlemen, it has pained me to see Prussians here and not only nom-

inal Prussians, who adhere to this Constitution and warmly c efem i^^ t

has been humiliating to me, as it would have been to thoti^ands and hou

sands of my countrymen, to see the representatives of

^'^^^^^'J^l^^^
honor in their lawful sphere, but who are not my sovereign ^^^^'^^^
them invested with supreme power; and the b.tterness of t'- f-h 'g

-^^
not softened at the opening of this Assembly by my seeing the eats on

which we sit adorned with colors which were never the colors of he Ger-

man I-mpire, but, for the last two years, rather the badge of rebellion and

barricade^-<:olors which, in my native country, apart from the democrats

areTnlv worn in sorrowful obedience by the .soldier. Gentlemen, if you

do not make more concessions to the Prussian, to the old Prussian spint.-

caU it what you will,-than you have hitherto done in this Constitution,

then I do not believe in its realization ; and if you attempt to impose this

Constitution on this Prussian spirit, you will find in it a Bucephdus
;^^^^^^^

carries his accustomed lord and rider with daring joy, but wdl fling to t a

earth the presuming Cockney horseman, with all his trappings of sab e

ed and gJd. But I am comforted in my fear of these eventualities by

it firm belief that it will not be long before the parties come to regard

hs Constitution as the two doctors in Ufontaines fable did the patie.i

whose corpse they had just left. " He is dead ;
said one, I said he

would die all along."
" Had he taken my advice," quoth the other, he

would be still alive."

.The war horse of Alexander .he Gre.t, -hich none but he could mount or ride.
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