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Montreal Gazette (Mar. 26th):—
‘While, like Sir Henry Thornton,

last week, Rt. Hon. Arthur Meigh-||

en at the Canadian Club luncheon

yesterday at the Windsor Hotel gave|
a speech the underlying motive of|

which was courage and optimism,
he combined with that a

against Confederation

only occurred during times of de-

pression, and vanished as soon as
but he|

that depression ended,
strongly  deprecated ‘anything that
might tend to weaken the fabric of
«Confederation, and made an elo-
quent plea that ‘Canadians should

A T . e T O ™ PO TP P0 VN M WO A ORI T SRS L

|

strong |
plea for the dropping of sectional||

cries, and especially the whispers||
in the far|

east or west. These things, he said,|

unite from east to west, with full
courage to meet the future, and to
carry on the traditions of British/
liberty and British institutions, not
only for the benefit of Canada, but
that the Dominion might continue
to take its present place in the
councils of the nations for the gen-
eral good of humanity.

It was noticed that throughout
an address, necessarily given with-
out any great preparation, owing to
his heavy parliamentary duties, Mr.|
Meighen had been able to come di-
rect from the political hurly-burly
at Ottawn and so compigtely disso-
ciate himself fro litics that even
the many Liberals in the audiencs
could find nothing to criticize.

The ball room ' at the Windsor
was crowded to overflowing for the
luncheon, the , gallery being well
filled with ladies and aothers, and
Rt. Hon. Arthur Meighen was greet-
ed with cheers by the audience,

‘The non-political aspeet of the
occasion was - emphasized by the
presence at the head table of a
number of prominent I M.
Z. Herbert presided, a3
supported by ‘Senators Th
Smeaton, White; ' Rt. Hon
Doherty, Ay A0,

Hon. R%dq' e .
er, M. P., '
J‘”Doaitns

: ’:' - 4 (‘,%‘
Why and Wherefore of Canada,”
Rt. Hon. Mr. ‘Meighen opened with
an historié sketch of earlier days,
and the events that led the Fathers
of Confederation to persist in their
course, in face of every kind of ob-
stacle and discouragement. That
same struggle of our forefathers un-
dertook for the preservation of
British institutions in this part of
North America, he said, is the same
struggle in which we are now en-
gaged, with little change of aspect.
. Gift of Autonomy.

After pointing out the struggles,
and even rebellion, that ultimately
led to self-governmert ~imMCanada,
Mr. Meighen said we should ‘not
wonder so much at its delays, but
at the cheerfulness with which
Great Britain, after bearing all the
cost of developing and guarding
this country, which was still being
paid for: in British taxation, so
cheerfully gave us free self-govern-
ment, several years before Confed-
eration. Even at that time we had
as great freedom of our Parliament
as appertains today at Westminster|
itself, and more ample liberty than
is now enjoyed by the Congress of
the United States. »

Declares Sectional Difficulties No Reason For
Abandoning Struggle Altogether '

“He sketched the Union of Upper!

and Lower Canada, ‘with the Mari-
time Provinces staying out, and the
Wwest yet unborn, but both east and
Wwest ;| geographically closer to the
« United States than to Canada, as it
(then was.
| ! \Growing difficulties led the lead-
(e 8 of Canada to the conviction
thiat in union alone lay the solu-
tion of her difficulties if the British
insbitutions they loved were to be
conserved. This feeling grew as it
was \realized that only by such a
union could :geographical difficul-
ties be overcome ' and the eastera
‘and wéstern parts of the country
saved firom the inevitable influences
drawing them toward the American
(Republici, ‘and that was the spirit
_that aniimated George Brown, Sir
fAlexander . Galt and Sir Georges
jtienne Cartier, the latter of whom
lever. triedl to conceal his disiike
for ‘American institutions. It was
80 emphatiized in the historic Con-
leration mmemorial to the British
vernment,: which set forth the
esily of “removing . the f2ar
At these ceplonies may: serva ulti-
nately to adil to the strength of an-
other nation..”
_»With some irony Mr. Meighen
Pointed out ithat the 33 Fathers of
‘Confederation; gathered at Quebec
in 1864, drew’ up the’ bagis ‘of tha
British North America Act so com-
pletely and so well that it was adov-
ted by the Br-itish Parliament, and
in the more t'han fifty years since,
only six addit ions had been made,
most of them  for matters of more
recent date. “T‘hat is a very illum-
inating examplc2 to our parliaments
of today,” he. commented, amid
laughter. B
8o wide was the courageous vis-
ion of these me>n, said ‘Mr. Meigh-
en, that with a Il the changes of
more than half: a century, but six
additions have . been made to the
B. N. ‘A. Act. Th ese were: the right
to control our o wn coastwise traf-

fic, or freedom fr.om the old naviga-

tion laws; the rig ht to veto the ap-
boiptment of & Governor-Geversl,

which had been acknowledged as
far back as 1872; the right to Can-
adian representation in the Imper-
ial Privy Council, granted in 1904;

the right to accede to or decline to|'

to treaties made by Great
the right to control our
own immigration, even as against
people from Great Britain itself;
and the right to appoint our own
plenipotentiaries for the conduct of
megotiations looking toward the ne-
gotiating of treaties of our own.
Combat Geography.

Ever 'qince Confederation the
fight of the successive governments
had been to combat the natural geo-
graphical tendencies, so as, by un-
(ion, to preserve British institutions
here.

“It is worth while to reflect on
what would have happened had

accede
Britain;

| Such measure of

i make some
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| Loniederdtion nof} - achieygd,”’
;fq,@kmeht if anything today { n'al{'*
lowed to weaken the structure of
Confederation, the ‘very same thing
would occur today. Had it not taken
e we should today find Nova
qut!u. in the l:’:“uue, of a Quebec
gqnber of - Parliament only last
turday, with her two arms streteh-
ed into the Atlanti¢ as if in appeal
to the United States.”

-Itwwould be the same with New
Brunswick and Prince ‘Edward Is-
land, depending upon tie U. S. for
prosperity as the
might be permitted to enjoy. Thi
western provinces, then 1,500 miles
beyond civilization, and geograph-
ically close to the United States
would have been in similar position,
Wholly subservient to the United
States. But today they were bound
not only by sentiment, but by stee
rails, to a united Canada.

During that half century, Canad:
had grown greatly in populatior -
and wealth, but at every periodic
cycle of depression the old initia
sectional struggles reappeared in all
their naked deformity, with /people
of various sectionsg pleading that
they were bearing too great a share
of the burden of the Dominion, re-
opening the very perils Confedera-
tion was formed to combait. :

““Since 1921 we have had a per-
iod of comparative depression, and
the forece of sectional appeal has
reached a degree greater and more
perilous than for some decades. The
Maritimes complain of high cost to
get their products to eastern mar-
kets, and see their population ooz-
ing out. They are entitled to our
sympathy and earnest co-operation
for their relief. They are discourag-
ed; they think of what might have
been without Confederation, and
stand at the door of parliament
with their stringent demands. :

“The western provinces had their
complaints also; that the burdens of
‘Confederation were disproportion-
ately heavy on them, while they got
too meagre a portion of the re-
ward, and British Columbia had its
own complaint as to the cost of
scaling -the mountains with its pro-
ducts. ‘

“lI am not here to dispute or min-
imize these complaints. But assum-
ing there is merit in them, and that
unfairness ‘exists in the Maritimes
and the .prairie provinces, surely
the fact that they have too great a
share in - the struggle is no reason
why we should give up the struggle
altogether.. (Applause). It is rath-
er a reason that we should set our
course so as to be able to hold our
own with our big southern neigh-
bor and other countries, and to di-
vide the burden  equally upon. all.

Nonle ie-adjustment,

“The only conclusion from these
sectional appeals is.'that having
steered our course aright, we must
re-adjustment along
lines fair to the whole. Dominion.
There is no question that this can
be done. What T am arguing is that
because unfairness may exist in
some sections is no reason for giv-
ing up the whole struggle on which
our Confederation is built.” (Ap-
plause).
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