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EXPECT BENEFIT

FROM BRUCE Vi

Trade Treaty With Austra-
11a Likely to Be Again
- Mooted

O'I‘TA\VA Dec. 12. — (Canadian
Press.)-—When Premier Bruce of Aus-
tralia comes to Ottawa ih January. It
is expected that negotiations over th¢
abortive trade treaty between Canada
and Australia -will be résumed.

About a year ago, Hon. J. A. Robb,
then Ministet. of Trade and Commerce;
paid ‘a special ¥vigit to Australia with
a. view to negotmtlng a trade treaty.
At the time ,as at presént, Australia
and Néwfoundland Were the only two |
large = Bfitish ..possessions remaining |
outside the British preferential rates
of the €anadidan customs tariff. Can-
ada offered hér British preferential
taviff to Australia in ‘réturn for the |
preferénce Australia  gives to Great
Britain. Sorme difficylties arose owing
to the faet that when Mr. Robb reach-
ed Au-;tmlia. a, geéneral election was
in progress:: - Fypthermore it was
stated, British trdders raised a certain
amount. of oppesition. In any event,
no treaty was concluded. g

‘“We offered’” Hon. W, S. Fielding,
Minlstér of 'Finance, e‘fplamed in the
House last session, ‘‘to exchange our
preferential tariff for their preferen-
tial tariff without qualifications. They
claimed that they were mnot good
enough for theémn. They would give
us as good terms as they granted to
any other country, but they would not
give us the same trc(mn(ut as they
granted to Great Britain.”” As an at-
traction, Mr. Fielding in his last
budget proposed - to ‘give raising ahd
dried cufrants free ehtry to Canada
undef the British preferential tariff
and to raise the duty tinder the inter-
mediate and géneral “tariffs from 2-3
cents per pound to.three cents per
pound.

e new duty was .mprovcd by Par-
liament' with the provision that it
should become. effective only after
publication of an eorder-in-council, it
being understood that the orvder-m-
council would be  passed when thé
treaty was eoncludéd.

“‘The €anadian Goveriment'’ Pre-
mier Bruce gubsequently told the Aus-
tralian House of Representatives ‘‘will
ot grant a preferénce to Australian
dﬂed fruit unless' the whdle of the re- |

uests it has subthitted are agreed to. ‘

it the present moment, the Common-
wealth Government does not see its |
way to accede 'to all the requests thé
Canadian Government is putting for-
ward and unless we can find some
basis of compromise T am afraid it
will be impossible to deal with the
dried fruit question separately.’’

Thus far, the treaty has not been
concluded. Possibly, however, the
forthcoming visit of Mr. Bruce will
result i the ‘‘basis of compromise,”
to Wwhich heé referred.
| It is worthy of note that during the
|recent visit of Dominien Frémiers ‘t6
| London, South African~ fepresenta-
tives broached the possibility of South
Africa taking advantage of the pro
posed new Canadian duties on dr
frults.
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