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Unit #9WITH SYSTEM PURCHASE

LIMITED QUANTITY 
AFFORDABLE $999

Turbo XT 4.77/8MHZ Swltchihli • 640K memory on board 
Award or Phoenix BIOS • Amber TTL Monitor • Monographies mode

Panasonic disk drive with Controller Card • Parallel printer port 
AT style keyboard • Sturdy flip top case • System reset switch 

150W CSA approved power supply • 1 year parts and labour warranty

• FREE reliable 10M Seagate hard disk with controller and cables • 
It's your chance to get a HARDDISK SYSTEM for just $999
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AT system with hard disk and monitor
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with this ad 

for all YORK students, 
faculty & staff

;

$1475

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIALS:
Quality service with REAL savings1200 Internal Modem (US made, 5 yr warranty) only $99 

ATI EGA Wonder Card $269 Mon 9-4 
Tue, Wed 9-5 
Thur, Fri 9-7 
Sat 7 am-3 pm

Special
$10.50 

$25 $30 $35
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Wash, Cut, Style
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$86 $60 $70
ACT ENTERPRISE $86 $152

1658 Victoria Pk. Ave., 2nd floor, Unit 4, 
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York leads Canadian environmental study

Shepson said that everyday activi­
ties, such as heating and cooling our 
homes, driving an automobile, 
require energy from burning coal 
and oil. By burning coal we produce 
more sulphur dioxide, which reacts 
with other chemicals to cause acid 
rain; and by burning fossil fuels we 
produce carbon dioxide which con­
tributes to the greenhouse effect.

“There are alternative sources of 
energy which, in time, could be 
implemented in everyday use,” he 
said. “General Motors, for example, 
could start producing electrically- 
powered automobiles.”

However, Shepson said that peo­
ple have to be willing to accept a 
different standard of transportation 
— electric cars mean lower speeds, 
and the inconvenience of recharging 
the battery.

“The public tends to be short­
sighted and concerned with imme­
diate problems only.” Shepson said. 
He added that the environmental 
problems need a long-term solution, 
but that people don’t want to deal 
with something that may happen 100 
years from now.

“Maybe I’m a pessimist,” he said, 
“but unfortunately, I think that we’ll 
only start implementing radical 
measures when it may already be too 
late.”

Chemistry professor Hiromi Niki, 
another York faculty member, was 
more optimistic.

“We have tremendous potential to 
improve,” he said. “Unfortunately, 
we have to face a few mishaps to 
learn our lesson. This is why we are 
adopting all these research projects 
at York.

York University’s Chemistry Depart­
ment has taken initiative in research-

By JACOB KATSMAN
Will we all die 40 years from now?

Our environment is being 
shredded every day by pollutants 
thrown into the air. Natural pollu­
tants are always present, but people 
have knowlingly been adding pollu­
tants into the atmosphere since the 
beginning of the industrial 
revolution.

According to scientific research, 
our health is undoubtedly being 
affected with every breath. York 
Centre for Atmospheric Chemistry 
(CAC) scientists Paul Shepson, 
Harold Schiff, and Diethard Bohme 
confirmed that emissions of nitrogen 
and sulphur oxides lead to the acidi­
fication of lakes, and are implicated 
in damage to forests, building mate­
rials, and humans.

Just as a car needs gasoline to run, 
humans need air to live. Putting die­
sel fuel in an unleaded-only car will 
ruin the engine. But this is what 
we’re doing everyday — by brea­
thing polluted air we’re ruining our 
own engines.

With upcoming elections in Can­
ada and the US the environment has 
become an important issue. The pub­
lic is becoming more aware about the 
devastating effects of acid rain and 
the “greenhouse effect” — a global 
warming resulting from fossil fuel 
combustion and deforestation.

Acid rain has sterilized most of 
our lakes, killing fish and vegetation. 
The major impurities leading to 
acids in the atmosphere are sulphur 
dioxide and oxides of nitrogen.

Dr. Jack Calvert, a world- 
renowned expert in atmospheric 
chemistry, lectured on acid rain last 
Wednesday at Osgoode Hall. Cal­
vert said that politicians are largely 
responsible for delaying the legisla­

te only graduate programme in the 
country.

This year, York established the 
Centre of Atmospheric Chemistry 
(CAC) to co-ordinate research in 
atmospheric chemistry with other 
departments. CAC will be a key 

<_ member of the Canadian Institute 
o for Research in Atmospheric Chem- 
m istry (C1RAC), a non-profit organiza- 

«] 5 tion launched this year by the federal 
p government. CIRAC combines the 
I z environmental interests of universi- 
I ties, government agencies, and 

industry.
The headquarters of CIRAC is col­

located with York’s Centre for
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“Human nature, 
in itself, presents 
a danger to the 
environment"

Atmospheric Chemistry.
“What we need is co-operation 

and good communication between 
different departments.” Niki said 
that only through team work will we 

Paul Shepson be able to deal with this large and 
complex problem.

“There is no quick fix. We all live 
on this mothership called Earth, and 
we must take care of it.”

“We have tre­
mendous 
potential to 
improve. ” ing environmental problems; in fact, 

York is Canada’s leading university 
in atmospheric chemistry, and offers

Hiromi Niki

tion and implementation of pollu­
tion controls.

“Laws are written by people who 
are not scientists. They are written 
by people who have yes and no 
answers to everything,” Calvert said.

While there are no easy answers to 
environmental problems, Calvert 
said there are models to be tested. 
We’ve already found ways to burn 
coal safely, but he added that indus­
try pressure on politicians is prevent­
ing the testing of other models.
“In order for politicians to initiate 

any significant legislation, the public 
must support these changes," said 
York Chemistry professor Paul 
Shepson. “Human nature, in itself, 
presents a danger to the 
environment.”
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Computer centre improves quality of writing
By JESSICA RUDOLPH tutor, and receive contructive feed­

back the following day.
Undergraduates access is res­

tricted to students enrolled in desig­
nated courses, and already courses 
are on a waiting list for next year.

For a course to be affiliated with 
the Centre ust have a heavy emphasis 
on writing. Additionally, the Centre 
suggests that course directors re­
think assignments to enable students 
to make the best use of computers.

Director Mary-Louise Craven 
admits that it is disheartening to turn 
away students want to use the Centre 
but are prevented from doing so 
because their courses are not affil­
iated with it. But she said it is impor­
tant to stress that the Computer- 
Assisted Writing Centre is not 
merely a typing room, and limiting 
access is a way to ensure that stu­

dents who need the Centre most are 
able to get the help they need.

The Centre is especially busy 
before winter and summer breaks, 
when term papers are due. But 
because the Centre is in high demand 
all year, the facilities may only be 
used for course-related work.

At present, almost all of the Writ­
ing Centre’s 55 computer terminals 
are at Scott Library. However, long- 
range plans would offer greater 
access to terminals by placing them 
in colleges and dormitories.

Calumet is the first of “satellites.” 
While the college has a handful of 
terminals, students must go to the 
main location at Scott Library to 
have anything printed.

For more information contact the 
Centre at 736-5376

Can a computer help you improve 
the quality of your writing?

Eighty-six per cent of200 Computer- 
Assisted writing centre users sur­
veyed last year said it can.

The two year-old Centre, located 
on the fifth floor of Scott Library, 
helped thousands of students 
improve their writing skills. The 

œ exact number of students and faculty 
™ members using the facility is impos- 
£ sible to calculate accurately, as new 
| accounts are opened daily.

Services offered include prog­
rammes which teach typing, refer­
ence citation, proper essay format, 
and spelling and style checkers. One 
service allows a student to send a 
rough draft via electronic mail to a
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A STUDENT diligently types away at one of the Computer-Assisted 
writing centre’s 55 computer terminals. Many of the Centre’s users 
said that computers improved the quality of their writing.
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