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Ontario culture is political
says Gerstein lecturer

By TONY CARTY

York’s annual Gerstein lecture
series ended last Tuesday after-
noon when Dr. Peter C. Swann,
executive director of the Samuel
and Saidye Bronfman Family
Foundation in Montreal, spoke to a
most attentive audience in Osgoode
Hall Law School’s Moot Court. The
theme for this year’s lectures was
“The Learning Environment.”

A former professor of East Asian
Studies at the University of
Toronto, Dr. Swann began his
lecture by pointing out that the
complexities of his topic were such

. as to defy simplistic definition. He

soon zeroed in, however, on the
treatment of culture in Canada. For
this he had no praise.

Dr. Swann indicated that our non-
formal institutions will need to
become more central to society in
the future. Our institutions of
learning, such as universities and
colleges, ought to play a much
more vigorous role in making
widespread our awareness and
appreciation of culture.

“We have not faced up to the
cultural and central role of the
universities,”’ the Oxford-educated
lecturer pointed out. He felt that the
universities will definitevly move
to the left on the political spectrum.
““The economic inequalities of
education as they apply tothe lower
levels of the population’ ought to be
rectified, he said.

STAGNATION FOR THE 70’s

The university should be the
prime force, ‘‘the dynamo of
culture” in society; if not, they will
simply fall back even more to a
stage of irrelevance. A former
visiting professor at York and one-
time director of the Royal Ontario
Museum, Dr. Swann observed that
in retrospect the sixties appear to
have been times of intellectual and
social stimulation, while the
seventies seem a period of
stagnation. ‘‘Everyone seems
concerned with survival and sur-
vival is not exciting.”” We continue
to educate people, however, for
positions which are not available in
atechnologically advancedsociety.
In these times universities have
become ‘‘little more than timid
prisoners of government.”’

The author of six books on
Japanese and Chinese art, Dr.
Swann noted that institutions such
as libraries, art galleries and
museums should be treated as
centres of education. When we
charge one dollar for entrance to a
museum, that effectively prevents
the lower third of the community
from visiting it and these are the
very people who should be visiting
these places. Education should be
far more opentothe public, he said.

‘POLITICAL CULTURE’

In comparison to some European
countries such as Sweden, ‘“‘we
suffer as second-rate in our artistic
endeavours, despite our af-

fluence.” In a specific reference to
Ontario, the distinguished lecturer
noted that we have a ministry of
culture, so that ‘‘culture has
become political” but on the lowest
possible level of importance.
Governments adopt a nineteenth
century attitude of ‘noblesse
oblige’, and too often these
ministries are run by second-level
civil servants whose bureaucratic
attitudes donot help the situation.

“Why is it that Quebec is so far
ahead of us,” asked Dr. Swann. For
the French,” ‘‘culture is all-
important.” He pointed out that in
Quebec there are lively theatre and
film industries. Everything there
revolves around culture and we
have nothing to parallel the
‘‘creative force” that that
represents.

We have a council for the arts, the
lecturer noted, but this is rather
dominated by the corporate in-
terests who contribute to it, not
without their own sélfish interests
in mind. Almost no one from the
world of the arts sits on its board, “‘a
rather peculiar bridge that doesn’t
reach the other side, some might
say.” Dr. Swann ended his lecture
by hoping that some day Canada
would have a ministry of culture
which would do for Canada
something similar to what André
Malraux did when he was Minister
of Culture in France. He hoped too
that “‘cultural democracy would
come to Canada as did industrial
democracy.”

AS THE GAMPUS
TURNED

WARREN CLEMENTS

BERNIE, MY PRAWN,
I HAVE NEVER WRIT
SUcCH A EXcROOSHIATIN'
EXAM IN MY LIFE.

WELL, BERN OL' ToRToISE,
SEEING AS You |s USING
‘A CRAYON, T DUN'T SUPPOSE
AsS IT MAKES A MAGNITUDPE
OF DIFFERENCE. WHAT
ANSWER PIp You CoNTURe
UP FOR DA LITTLE BUGGER
ON DA SEcCoND PAGE?

N’

T'M STILL
ON PA FIRST
PAGE, FRED.
DIS QUESTION
ABoUuT WHERE
T LIVE Is
A STUMPER.

at
6 P.M.

PHONE: 630"7525

FOR TAKE OUT ORDERS

3725 KEELE STREET
(SOUTH OF FINCH)

WHICH ENp o
DA PEN po T
Use, FREp?

THIS “WATERSHIP
DowN" TRIPE IS
UNBELIEVABLE!
NoBopY TALKS
THAT WAY ANYMORE!

- o

[IN VIEW O' bIS
oBvious MeNTAL
STAGNASHUN, BERN

e ——

—
BESIDES, T'M NoT A

DERE'S A.A.. AND WHAT

2nd Annual

; A.-BUG IN [ | were You BuUG. T'm A MAGGQT/

OL' LOBSTER, MITE DA KRAch;ERS’ EXPECTING? ON MY MOTHER'S SIDE .
W T SUGGEST PAT You L * ELMER THE MY FATHER WAS A

es lv PAss ME A CRAKKER. SAFETY CzNTAINER OF RANCID
ELEPHANT? COTTAGE CHEESE.

SURE, FRED.

THE NAME'sS OSCcAR
TOTTENHAM,

GOSH! KIN
I HAVE Yore
AuToc.RArFI

MR. TOT'N'AM?
Lﬁ%_.

of .
Festivals
10 days fo show the world

Sept.? 10 18, 1977

THAT BiTEs Back

BERNIE, T LIKE Your

stYLe! PAIN'S COMMANDOS,
THE WELL-KNOWN VIGILANTE

How KIN I sTtupY
“ELEMENTS 0' INTELLEKSHUL
THOUGHT " WIT' ALL DESE

HI. THIS IS
THE TURKEY,
SAYING THANX

; AL o o8 o e AN GRoUP ANP MEN ABOUT cAMPUS ‘ e 2
Here's your chance for an advance passport to day and night screenings. Hﬂve NEED of ARTICULRTE ] CARTOON CARICATURE S T\,lnfw vs‘;j:k(r n :
Only a limited number available. YOoUNG PROFESSIONAL STUDENTS RUNNIN' AROUND LOOSE ? rFlRL Tfth«:r
Demand exceeded supply last year SUCH. A% JABRELE 1o EEEP ) \2}:‘:""’;: ;:L
s 3 Sty % TH‘S CAMP“S SAFE FRDM I VE NEVER SEEN M‘anY \w(‘f
Coca Cola is again paying half the price of Student Passports. CRIMINAL PERVERSIONS) A REAL MAGGOT Aol =
BEFORE !
This year's passport includes a Festival opening lunch at HAVE A HAPW
Harbour Castle Hotel. SUMNERT‘ME!

FRoMm THE CAST
OF “AS THE CAM-
Pus TURNS".....

Pick up applications from the Bear Pit in Central Square, the
Film office, Glendon Cafeteria at Glendon College or, request in
writing from Festival of Festivals, Harbour Castle Hotel,

SEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEHR
4/ EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREBERY

1 Harbour Square, Toronto, M5J 1A6. gnggggu -
PRESALE CLOSING: APRIL 29. YOuR HAIR
RECENTLY?
<G EEEEEEEEEEEEEEES ogn Qs




