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The East Coast Music Awards showed Moncton
more music than it has ever seen last weekend.
With the 75 Hour Jam, ECMA showcases, album
launches, ‘secret’ kitchen parties and several
unofficial ‘No Cases,’ the music literally did not
cease from noon on Thursday until the Awards
show ended late Sunday.

Of course, the main attraction was the award

Cookie Rankin and Natalie MacMaster highlited the opening mumber at last weekeend’s East Coast Music Awards.

Juo DnToang ¥

, it certainly wasn't as
glam as it appeared on television. Twelve
of the twenty awards were won by Natalie
MacMaster (3), Great Big Sea (2), Sloan (2) and
Ashley Maclsaac (a record 5). But Sloan and
Maclsaac answered very few questions and actually
insulted many reporters that waited to hear them
speak.

“You people ask us how we feel about not
winning. Well, hi, we won,” sneered Sloan’s Chris

Murphy from the winner's podium. “We won

S

..films...exhibitions.

 Looking backstage at the ECMAs

two in a row. How cool is that? My parents are
thrilled.”

Great Big Sea offered a much more pleasant
attitude. The four men mentioned that their
new album will hit record stores in May, and
after winning the fan-determined Entertainer
of the Year Award, the group stated that “it’s
encouraging enough to make us continue.
Atlantic Canadians are really into Atlantic
Canadians. They're concerned about the awards
and who wins. ... This is our favourite awards
show. (Laughs.)"”

But the artists appeared few and far between
backstage. Most of the press watched the awards
on television while others stood and chatted, due
to a minimal amount of seats.

The low point of the evening was Ashley
Maclsaac’s turn at the mike. After the press
patiently waited for him throughout the entire
show, he quietly said, “I'm on display,” as
photographers snapped his image. He then
mumbled something about his awards and fled
the stage. He didn’t make it too far. Caught in
a media scrum, he rattled off a couple of quotes
but quickly departed again.

Although the awards themselves were very
interesting, those watching on television had
almost as much insight as the media at the
event. Perhaps Peter Gzowski summarized
everyone's feelings in the backstage area when
he spoke into the microphone, “Is that it? Can
1 go smoke now?"




