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Journalist slams Canadian politics

Charles Ly
people in the world.”

by Richard Watts

“Canadians are the most
politically illiterate people in the
Western World.”

So said Charles Lynch in a

recent appearance at the U of A
where he attempted to answer the
question of “Why?” such a condi-
tion exists.
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politically illiterate

ment with Canada’s press.
This committment is what

makes Lynch bemoan the state of

political illiteracy existing in this
country.

Political illiteracy occurs
when a people do not understand
their own system, do not know
what their elected leaders are
doing, and refuse to actively
invol%e themselves with the
politics of their own country.

““As Canadians it is important
to discuss issues, ask questions and
involve ourselves with what our
government leaders are doing.
Lynch maintained that Canadians
do not involve themselves with
government.

As proof that this situation is
potentially dangerous Lynch said:

“If we had becomesas heavily
socialized as we are now because
we had wanted to | wouldn’t be
worried. But | don’t think that is
the case.”

Lynch said Canada has un-
dergone a series of major changes
to become so heavily socialized;
changes that other countries have
achieved only through bloody
revolutions. Lynch blamed the
minority governments of Lester
Person and Pierre Trudeau for this
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would rather not become

high degree of socialization in
Canada maintaining that they
have payed too much attention to
the New Democratic Party.

Lynch seemed very concern-
ed with the degree of Canada’s
socialization. He spoke of bi
government intruding more an
more into the lives of Canadians.
What really bothered Lynch was
his claim that this “big govern-
ment” had no direction and was
being expanded and operated by
politicians with no direction who
are “just making it up as they go
along.”

As an example of the perfor-
mance of directionless politicians
Lynch mentioned Liberal member
John Turner. The Liberals, said
Lynch, are gearing themselves up
for another mania in the same
mode as Trudea mania. Lynch
objected to this because he main-
tainted that Turner had never
attached himself to any one par-

“ticular issue.~

“There has never been an
discussion of Turner’s beliefs. Aﬁ
we really know about him is that
he has pretty blue eyes.”

Lynch blamed four groups tor
the political illiteracy of the Cana-
dian people: the Canadian press,
the Canadian educators, the Can-
dian ?oliticians, and the Canadian
people.

The first institution, the one
on whom Lynch placed the largest
portion of the blame, was the
Canadian Press. The press, said
Lynch, has not lived up to its
responsibilities  which  Lynch
described as the “exercising of
free speech on behalf of the
public.”

' The second group Lynch
pointed an accusing finger at was
Canada’s educators. People are
leaving school without an ade-
quate understanding or apprecia-
tion of the way our system of
government works or operates.

“People are being turned out
of the Education system who
in-

Lynch reiterated his disdain
for the Trudeau- and upcoming
Turner- manias. The press have
become too concerned with
reporting on the images of our
politicians instead of what our
politicians stand for.

Lynch mentioned the press
coverage Joe Clark has received
from the press. He said the media
have placed a misconception in
the mind of the Canadian public
about Joe Clark that is unfair.

“If Clark stood for anythin
he stood for de-centralization o
the federal government. But you
never read about that in ‘the
newspapers.”’

He added that he though that
the government had to de-
centralize or the country would
face almost certain fragmentation.

In dealing with the educators
of Carada Lynch said that people
were .leaving school without a
knowledge or appreciation of
how a Constitutional Monarchy
‘operates.

Lynch compared the Cana-
dian public, who hang back refus-
ing to get involved, with
Americans , who have a deter-
mination to make their system
work.

“When the Americans go
through a shattering experience
like Watergate they have
somethinithere that keeps them
going, making the system work, a
sort of keeping of the faith.”

Lynch said he lamented the
fact that Canada’s Education
system was never federally
politicized. The only province in
the country that has a highly

oliticized education system, says

ynch, is Quebec. This has given
rise to the Parti Quebecois, and
this party is one which Lynch says
he can never feel sympathy for
since he is so unalterably opposed
to their ultimate aims.

Th,e next group to receive
Lynch’s condemnation was
Canada’s politicians, for failing to

“Our system works best when our
public figures become identified

with particular issues.

But our

politicians never get a chance to
explain even why they run for

office”

volved in politics and so end up
shunmn their own interests
first,” said Lynch.

The third group Lynch blam-
ed for the political illiteracy of the
Canadian people is the Candian
politicians who have failed to
involve the electorate in the
workings of the government.

The last group to blame, said
LKnch, is the Canadian public. By
choosing not to become involved
in politics the Canadian people
are allowing the country’s
politicians to take advantage of
their positions as leaders.

Dealing with the press, Lynch
outlined the dilemma the media
faces when trying to inform the
public of the workings of their
own government. The dilemma
arises from a situation in which 70

er cent of the public read Ann

anders with any amount of
comprehension while only 10 per
cent read the political news. The
press is caught between trying to
satisfy mass needs and the needs
of serious scholars.

“Modern communication,”
commented Lynch, “is a wonder
but the people of this countty are
not enlightened. Instead, they are
apathetic and frightened.”

The press, said Lynch, are
trying too hard to make the
political news short, readable and
mterestinP. This has spawned
what is often termed disco jour-

nalism, although Lynch baldly'

called it “smart-ass journalism.”

involve the electorate in the
workings of the government.

The last group of people who
Lynch blamed was the public
themselves, for their apathy and
general disinterest in the workings
of their own government.

Lynch said the Canadian
public is under the delusion that
politics is something that people
shouldn’t become involved with
and this arises from a cynicism
about politics in' general. This
cynicism is a result of the poor
coverage of politics by the media,
a poor education by Canada’s
educators, and politicians who
have failed to involve the people
in the workings of their own
government.

| -personallz would have to
agree with Lynch. It hasbeen easy
to become cynical about politics.
Once- that state of cynicism is
reached it is even easier to choose
not to become involved.

However Charles Lynch is
right when he states that choosing
not to become involved in the
politics of one’s own country is
lqlnorlng your own interests first of
all.

It is time Canadians made a
long overdue effort to understand
the workings of their own govern-
ment and make democracy func-
tion. Leaving the governing of the
country to the politicians elected
to Ottawa will create self-serving
charlattans_ instead of persons
devoted 10 the public which
placed them in power.
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