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the prescrit stage of our national develop-
ment, woo(l is an absolute necessity. In one
form, or another, our people use enormous
quantities of it. During the present century
flsion of our railway systems, the building
s for our rapidly increasing population ai-d
Plopment of our minerai resources wi11

'te the use of stili larger quantities. Even
r presenit population of seven million, our
lutput of sawn stuif alone averages 4,o16,-
board feet, or 670 feet for every man,
and child in the country. That much lumi-
'Ild build a twvo-inch plank walk 4 feet in
ICI 72 feet in length-strngers and ail.
le annual output of four billion feet of sawn
mlust still add at least ten million cords of
one million cords of pulpwood, fourteen

railway ties, innuruerable fence posts, tele-
idl telegraph poles, and about seventeen mil-

>ic feet of piling and construction timber
jerts, tresties, bridiles, etc. These figures
iflere guess-work. They are the resuit of a
investigation carried on for the Dominion
r Branch during the sumîiner of i908. Ex-
ini board foot equivalents, the annual con-

n) of wood for various purposes is somaewbere
sixteen and seventeen billion feet. orL

D,00o cubic feet. This volume of wood is
.that in a four-foot walk of two-inch plank

ng 2-X4 stringers) long enough to, girdie the
;Y2 times!
'e nlow make allowance for the enormouis
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Felling White Pine. Trees of this aize are rapidly
disappearing in Canada.
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shie is iniporting large quantities of tinmber to s41pply
the denîands of ber increasing population.

Witb the completion of the Grand Trunk Pacifie
and Canadian Northern Railway systems, and the
opening of the Panamia Canal, Canada will lie
tempted to export very large quantities of tirnb r.
Can she afford to do so? Should she not profit by
the experience of older nations? About a century
ago Germany fouind ont that she could îlot continue
her wasteful methods, and set to work to devise bet-
ter mnetbods. Later she found that she was actually
compelled to import timber. and is now importing
about one-quarter of lier total consumption. The
fact of the niatter is, that therc is a grnwing scarcitv
of tiinber ail over the world.

In 1906 Sir Dietrich Brandis, the em-inrent for-
ester of British Inidia, wrote our Dominion Super-
intendent of Forestry, saying: "I cannot sufflciently
urge upon you Carladians the necessity of conicen-
trating ail your energies ilpoiione point, and that
is the constitution of as large an are.1 of state forests
as possible, to enable Canada to supplv permanent-
ly tbe greater portion of the coniferous tituber im-
ported into Great Britain. Prices will rise steadily,
and it is for yon in Canada niow to seize tbe oppor-
tunity of. laying the fotindation for a niagnîficent
developmnent of your future wealth." This opinion
is supported by M. Melard, one of the leading
forestry experts of France, who says: "The forestry
situation throughouit the civilised world is sumnmed
up in the statemeut that the consumiption of wood
is greater than the normal production of the accessi-
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Timbered Valley in the Rockies, in its virgin beauty.

iat is either wasted or left in the
that axe~ and saw a 4é felling our
of somnething like twenty billion

h a population of eighty million
wood will we use ? Perhaps I

.0w much wood wili we have ieft
ntie reader, 1 have, as yet, only

In Crow's Nest Paso district where fire lias dcne îts deadly work.

ble forests, the deficit l>eing supplied by the destruc-
tion of the forests tliemiselves," and by Dr. Wm.
Sclich, the leading- English authority, who, says:
-Th(, great standby, for coniferous timber will be
Canada, provided ber goveriments do not lose time
!in iritrodulcing arioal systemn of managing her

'forests." This is pretty straight talk from a man
wvho knw.It shou-ld certainly raise the question,

lit 'What are we going to do about it?" Shiah we con-
tinuie in our easy-going policy of aliowing wastefui
mnethods of lumiberîng. exporting raw, miaterials for
the bu1ilding up) of foreign industries, and, still
worse. the seniseless destruction of enormious quain-
tities of wood by forest fires? Is it flot hîgli timne
that everyv Catnadian citizen who takes an intelligent
inltereý t i iimatters pertaining to the building up of
thîs faîir Dominion of ours should dIo ail in his
power to -arrest the dissipation of our forest
resources?

On-ly slowly does it seejim to dlawn uipon uis as, a
nation that the loss of otir fo)rests,, wîtliott adeqilate

~restorý-ttion, wili be the deadliest imaginable blow to
our fuiture progress and prosperity. Ail history
teaches,, us that a pt-osperous nation cannot bc buiilt

the, mlost
[)le kingdc
ire so imji
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