
(CANADIAN COURIER.

CHAPTER IX.

HEN luncheon wasYJ over, Edna, knowingVV tlat she would not be

in the bail until after the cup
rý of tea wbicb she bad been

-promised at four o'clock, went
t71. back to ber own sitting-room.

- ' ifor another practice. But sbe
~ bad scarcely sat clown to the
Spiano wben the door openea,

and Revesby came in with an
enormous silver salver, on wbich was a parcel of
considerable sîze doue uip loosely and amateurisbly
in sheets of ruuipied and discoloured tissue paper.

"His Lordship, ma'am, desired me to'bring youi
this," lie said, as be offered Edua the parcel and at
the samne time looked at a letter wbicb lay beside
it on the salver. "And the letter, ma'am, froni bis
Lordsbip wili tell you ail about it."

"01i, thank you-tbank you very mucb," sa-id
Edna, in a great flutter of excitemnent over this,
the very first personai communication whirb Lord
Lockiuigtoui bad.made to ber.

WVitb a trembling baud she took the ietter, 'and
piaced the parcel ou a little table. Tbe paper cover-
ings came off on one side. as she did so, and she
saw that iL coultainëd: a 'piece of cream-coioured
satin, ricbiy adorned witb raised embroidery in pale
tints of creani and green and pink and blue, and
witb gold thiread.

A cry broke from bier at tbe beauty of the Ina-
terial, and, as she dived furtber into the pareel,
after the departure of the butler, she discovered'
that the wbole cousisted of an unmade gown witb
bodice pieces ail complete, ricli and handsone' and
soft to the toticb beyond anything of the kiud she
had ever seen. Witb a littie trouble and perplexity
she examine<j the magificent folds of the satin'ani then opeued thé letter. It was written in a
býaud which seemed like that of au old man, and
it consisted of the foliowing words:

"Lord Lockington is very deepiy obiiged to Miss
Be-ilaxny for the klndnéess she sbowed bimn in pla&ihg
and singing for bim it-hmediately after bier arrival
at a time wben she mis't bave been fatigued after
lier journey. He is further grate fuI for the trouble
Miss Bellansy tojok in sipging to him this morning
in the bad hîglit of the lower room in the old wing.

"In consideration of this graceful indulgence o'f,
bis caprices, Lord Lockington desires to make sorn-
return to Miss Beiianiy, and will be obliged if she
will accept a smnall present whicb lie is baving pre-
pared for hier, and whicb lie bopes to send bier in~
the course of a few days.

"Lord Lockixigton hopes that Miss Bellamny wiil
be indulgent in granting another smail requeýst of
bis, and that she wili accept, bave 'made up' (lie
believes it is called) and4 wear whie playing and
singing, the gown which hie sends lier bierewith.
It was purcbased b y hutu at an exhibition, and is
supposed to be a lfne example of modern Utaian
enihroidery.

"Miss Bellarmy wot'ldl furtlier oblige Lord Lock-
ington if she would consent to have it ruade jin the
s-tyle of the dress worn by the lady in the nkcttre
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that are neyer opened or Iooked at. It does seem
a pity, thouigl one can't say anything, of course.
Has bis Lordship made you a present of this ?"

"Yes, and be wants me to have it made up and
to wear it,",replied Edna, in a troubled tone. "I
shall have to, I suppose. But I don't like to bave
to, do it, and I wisb Lord Lockîngton would excuse
me. But I suppose it is of no use to ask bim ?"

The bousekeeper smiled witb conviction. "Not
the least in the world," she said. "Wben bis Lord-
sbip takes aniytbing into bis bead, if it's oniy the
smallest fancy or fad, the thinýg bas to be iooked
upon as iaw. It is because you were so sulimissive,
and so readTy to comply witb bis wbim of making
you play and sing before you bad time to take your
bat off, that bie is so pleased witb you. I strougly
advise youi to do as bie wisbes, and to bave the
dress made up and to wear i.

Edna looked down at the letter with a sigh. "And
hie says be*s baving a pre-sent prepared," said she,
doiefuliy. "I woul mucb rather not have any
pýresenits."

"There's nio ueed to worry your bead about that,"
she saîd. "Whiatever be sends you wiil corne,-just
as this dress bas done, witb a letter and witbout
your having to see or to tbank bim. Believe me,
I've known bis Lordship tbese many years, and I
know bis odd ways. And I believe it is just bis
way of expressing real pleasure with you, for baving
satisfied bim witb your pretty playing and your
pleasant voice, after all the trouble be's bad to get
a musician to suit him."

EDNA heaved a great sigb. "I shail iook a pea-E cock!" she said, witb a distasteful glance at
tb'e bcautiful material that lay spread .out upon
tl-e table.

ï0hf, I daresay you won't look as bad as you
thiiik ' said Mrs. Holland, ratber stiffly, for she
cpnsidered that the youing lady was probabiy "fisb-
ing" for a complimient. "Anyhow, I:mr glad youi've
decided to do as lie wisbes. You see, ma'am, I bave
to look upon myself as in somne sort responsible
for havipg brouglit you bere, and therefore 1 amn
anxdiu that you shall -pease his Lordship, as weil
as for .ypur haplsless and comfort here."

l1.'Thak yotn,' said Edna, rather reassuired by the
ihousekeeper's words, thougli still unwilling to wear
the foo bandsome dress.

Then, as Mrs. Holiaxwl assured lier that there
wyas no need to send any answer to the' note sbe
had received, that bier obedience was ah bhis Lord-
shTip desired, she sighed, put away the satin, and
takin- lier bat and jacket went out for another
walk' in tbe ever deligbtful park.

This <ime sbe exploreel in the direction of the
back of the mansion, and passed long rows of
handsome stables, some uiew, some old, in wbicb, as
~she was able to see by the life and bustie tbere was
about the place, somre horses were still kept.

Going fu-rtber in tbe same direction, shie reacbied
the outskirts of the park, and came to an oddA ittie
square building of massive atonie, with a heavy
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slhe was somewhat ashamed, she partook hungril

Then, subdued and very.much frigbtened a
the result of bier amnateurish efforts, she went c
stairs and seated.herseif at the organ, the ke'
which hung on a littie ornamental peg close ait h

The lights were full on in the hall, and a glý
showed her that the blind of the smaller gal
I ad flot yet been pulled dlown.

Timiorously she began her task, flot playing
sigbt, but from some simple organ music which
had brougbt dlown with ber.

She was fully conscious that she was by
means strong in this accomplishment, but she k
it was vain to expect to receive spoken prasý
blame for ber efforts. Wben, however, she
trived, wbile searching for some more music, to
round, she saw that the blind bad been pulled dc
and, she guessed that Lord Lockington was bel
it, listening to bier.

This knowledge gave ber confidence. Surelý
hie hiad been much disgusted, be would have 9
atway, especially if it was he whom she had h(
playing the smaller organ so well that morning

Wben she bad played for some time, the bu
appeared, with the compliments of Lord Lock
ton, and the request that Miss Bellamy wouild
change the organ for the piano, and would
to him.

1"And bis Lordship said 1 was to tell you, maý
to sing anything you liked, eitber old songs or r-
and that you were not to sinfg any more after Y(
begun to feel tired."

"'Will.you tell bis Lordsbip," returned Edna,,
ing to speak very clearly, in the belief that she
beard by the person for wbom ber message
intended, "that I am very mucb a 'sbamed tob
had to play the organ in bis bearing, after the n
hetter playing I beard this morning. But th'
will find a way of getting some practice, and 1
1 hope to improve and to play mgcb better soon1.

The words were uttered SO simply, so carnle
and witb so mucb modesty, tbat even the woo(
sul'en face of the butler softened a little as bie
ceived the message, and said lie would take it
bis Lordsbip.

Then Edlna went to.tbe piano, and, 'Sitting d(
witb bier own songs beside ber, poured out* bier V
hieart in melody, every note sbowing,,unconscio0,
that effect whicb thie kindness and the mysteri
generosity 'of bier unseen benefactor býad
uipon bier.

Anid presently, wbether it w'as fancy or not
could not be quite sure-but tbere seemed to cc
to bier the faint sound of a subdued and dai
clapping of the bands.

Flusbedi witb tbe possibility that she bad
ceeded in pleasing Lord Lockington to the ext
of winning !rom hini sortne slight aipplauise, the i
turned ber lovely young face towards the dr!
bli'nd in the gallery, and smiled ber unspoken thal
for thie encouragement.

And then, quite certainly, she did hear a q
little.clapping of bands froni bebind the draxýiibl

Sbe did not quite know wbetber sbe was to sý
again after that, but ber uncertainty was put
end to by the appearance of tbe butier, who appeai
to be miraculously inispired wben to intervene-
infortned bier that bis Lordship was afraid of tiri
bier,, and that lie was mucli obliged by lier readin
to do wbatever she' was asked to do. As befO
Edna answered in a very clear voice:

"Please tell bis Lordship that it is a great plea.l
to me to do anytbing to please bum, and that h
very proud of being able to do so."

CHIAPTER X.

T HIE rest of the day and the evening passed f
J as before, witb one exception.

MIrs. Holland came lnto the Wbite Saloon, ai
dinner, and producing a key, asked Miss Bela
if site wouild coule and sec the portrait concer
wliich Lord Lockington had written to lier. -
was delighted to satisfy ber curiosity about On
the Linseen rooms, and wben she followed the o1
keeper into the Blue Saloon, wbich was thej.ockd
room. next to the White one, she looked with lt
irjterest at the portrait of the iovely Venetian13
wITh ~a ricli dress, a stomnacher and many jeý7
which the housekeeper sbowed ber, raising forh
inspection the heavy baize curtain wbicli tl

Edia giatîced round bier at2-'the apartmeit,
sawv that, unlike the bhite Saloorn, it bad bee
in its early nineteenth century state, with C5
chandeliers. white and Pold walls c'ansnle al


