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think that you can crush the nian to wborn I have
given my lieart because lie is lionest and you, are
disbouest, because you are'ricli and lie is poor, and
because lie chances to have succeeded where you,
have faîled. Well, for myself and for hlm I defy
you. Do your worst and fait, and when you have
,failed, in the bour of your extremity remember my
words to-day. If I have given you pain by refusing
you it is not my fauît, and I arn sorry, but when you
threaten the man wlio lias bonoured me with bis
love and whom I honour above every creature upon
the earth, then I threaten back, and may the Power
that made us all judge between you and me, as judge
He wi11," and bursting into tears she turned and
heft him.

Sir Robert watclied lier go.
"Wbat a woman !" lie said meditatively. "What

,a woman to have lost. Welh, she lias set thie stakes
ami we will play out the garne. The cards aIl seem
,to be iu my bauds, but it would not ln the least
surprise me if she won the rubber, for the element
that I cali Chance, and she would caîl something
else, may corne in. Stili, I neyer refused a challenze
yet, and we will play the game out-without pity
to the, loser."

And that niglit the first trick was played. When
lie got back to the Court Sir Robert ordered bis
motor-car and departed on urgent 'business, either
to bis own place, the Old Hall, or to London, sayiug
offly that lie liad been summoued away by tehegram.
As' the 70-horsepower Mercedes glided out of the
gates a pencîlled note was put into Mr. Haswell's
hand.

It ran: I have tried and failed-for the present.
By il-luck A. V. had been beforé me, onhy this
morning. If I had not missed my chance hast niglit
owing to your ihlness, it would have been different.
I do flot, however, lu the least abandon my plan, in
whicli, of course, I rehy on and expect your support.
Keep V. in the office or let him go as you like.f Perliaps it would be better if you could prevail uo
hlmi to stop there until after the flotation. But
wliatever you say at the moment, I trust to, you to
absohutely veto any engagement between hlm and
your niece, and to that end to use ai your powers
and authority as bier guardian. Buru this note.-
R. A."

CHAPTER VI.

MR. HASWZIL'S VZTO AND AN IDIZA.
'fle same evening Alan and Barbara sat lu Mr.

Charnpers-Haswell's private sitting-room, and before
them, by the fire, Mr. Charnpers-H-aswell reclined
uipon his coucli. Alan, in a few brief, soldierhike
words bad just informed hlm of bis engagement
to Barbara. Duriug the recital of this interesting
fact Barbara said uotbiug, but Mr. Haswell whistled
several tirnes. Now at lengtb lie spoke, lu that toue
of forced geniality which lie generally adopted to-
wards bis cousin.

"You are asking for the baud of a consîderable
heiress, Alan, my 'boy, lie said, "but you bave neg-
hected to iuform me as to your own position."

uWbere is the use of telling y ou what you know
already, Mr Haswell? I have left the firrn, there-
fore 1 bave practically nothing."

"You have practically notliing, and yet- Well,
in mny young days mnen were more delicate; tbey
did not hike being called fortune-hunters, but of
course times have changed."

Alan bit bis lip, and Barbara sat up quite straiglit
ln ber chlair, observiug which indications, Mr. lias-
well weut on liurriedly:

Now, if you had stopped lu the firm and earned
the very baudsome competence ln a sinahl w ay wblch
,xnd,4r lin- Ihp-Pn (il- tn vrn this week insteacl

Probably lie would not suifer if lie did. The flota-
tion was underwritten and bound to go tbrough;
the scandai would cornte afterwards, rnonths or
years lience, long before whicb hie miglit "get out"y
as most of tlie others meant to do. No, hie could
not. His conscience was too much for hlm.

'Il do not see any use in re-considering that
question, Mr. Haswell," lie said quietly. "We settled
it on Friday niglit."

Barbara re-opened ber brown eyes and stared,
arniably at the painted ceiling, and Mr. Haswell
whistled.

"Then I arn afraid," lie said, "that I do not see,
any use lu discussiug your kind proposai for my
niece's liand. Listeu-I will be quite open witb you.
I bave other views for Barbara, and, as it liappens,'
I have the pow 'er to enforce tliem, or at any rate'
to prevent their frustration by y'ou. If Barbara
marries against my will before she is five and twenty,
that is, within the uext two years, lier'entire for-
tune, with the exception of a, pittauce, goes èlse-
where., This, I amn sure, is a fact that will influence
you, wlio bave nothing, and even if it did not, I
presume that you are scarcely so selfisli as to wisli

'to beggar bier."
"No," answered Alan, "y-ou need not fear that,

for it would be wrong. I understand tliat you abso-
lutely refuse to sanction my suit on the grouud of
rny poverty, whicli, under the circurnstances, is per-
liaps not wonderful. Well, the only thing to do is
to wait fortwo years, a long time, but fiât endless,
and meanwhile T can try to-better my position."

"Do what you will, Alan," said Mr. Haswell,
harshly, for now ail bis faux bonhomme mauner had
gone, leaving him revealed in lis true character of
an unscrupulous tradesman witli dark ends of lis
own to serve. "Do wbat you will, but understand
that T forbid aIl communications between you and
my niece, and that the sooner you cease to trespass
upon a hospitality which you have abused, thé better
T shaîl be pleased."

"T will go at once," said Alan, rising, "before
mny temper gets the better of me, ani I tell you
some truths that I miglit regret, for after ail you
are Barbara's uncle., But ou your.part T ask you to
understand that I refuse to be cut off from my
cousin, who is of full age, and lias promised tt be
my wife," and lie turned to go.

"'Stop a' minute, Alan," said Barbara, who ahl this
whule had ýat sulent. III have sornething to say
which T wish you to hear. You told us just uow,
Uncle, that you have other views for me, by which
you meant that you wish me to marry Sir Robert
Aylward, whom, as you are probably aware, T re-
fused defiuitely this afternoon. Now I wish to mnake
it clear at once that no earthly power will induce,
me to take as a husbarid a man whom. I dislike, and
whose wealth, of whicb you tblnk so mudli, bas in
mny opinion been dishonestly acquired."

"What are you saying?,' broke lu lier uncle,
furiously. "He bas been my partner for years; you
are refiecting upon me."

"TI am sorry, Uncle, but T witbdraw nothîig.
Everi if Alan here were dead, T woul not marry
that man, and perbaps you wihl make hirn under-
stand this," she added with empliasis. "Ind<eed T
had sooner die myself. You told u~s also that if I
mnarry against your will you eau talce away aIl
the property that my father left to me. Uncle, I
shahl not give you that satisfaction. I shall wait
untîl 1 arn tweuty-five and do whist I please with
myself and my fortunte. Lastly, you said that you

"I wonder wlio put lier up Io ail this ?" gasped
Haswell, as the door closed behind them. "Somne
infernal lawyer, l'Il be bound. Well, she has got
the whip hand of me, and I can't face an investiga-
tion in Cliancery, especially as the only thing against
Vernon is that the value of his land had fallen.
But 1 swear that she shall neyer marry hlm while
I live," hie ended in a kind of shout, and the domed
and painted ceiling echoed back his words-"ýwhile'
I live," after which the room was sulent, save for
the heavy bumping of bis heart.

1When Alan reached home that night after his
ten-mile drive, hie sent Jeeki to tell the housekeeper
to find himi some food. In his mysterious Airican
fashion the negro had already collected much intelli-
gence as to the events of that day, mostly in the
servants' hall, and more particularly fromn the two
golf-caddies, sons of one of the gardeners, who, it
seemed, instead of retiring with the clubs, had taken
shelter in sorne tail whins and thence followed the
interview between Barbara and Sir Robert with the
intensest interest. Reflecting that this was not the
tirne to satisfy bis burning curiosity, Jeeki went, and
in due course returned with some cold mutton and
a bottle of claret. Then came bis chance, for Alan
could scarcely touch the mutton, and demanded toast
and butter.

"Very inferior chop"-that was bis West African
word for food-"for a gentleman, Major," hie said,
shaking bis white he.ad sympathetically and pointing
to the mutton-m" 'specially when he has unexpectedly
departed from, magnificent eating of the Court. Why
did you not wait tilt after dinner, Major, before
retiring ?"

Alan laughed at the man's. inflated English and
answered in a more nervous and colloquial style:

"Because I was kicked out, Jeeki."
"Ah! 1 gathered that kicking was in the wind,

Major. Sir Robert Aylward, Bart., hie also was
kicked out, but by smaller toe."

Again Alan laughed, and, as it was a relief to,
talk even to, Jeeki, asked him:,

"How do you know that ?"
III gathered it out of atmosphere, Major; f romt

Sir Rohert's gentleman, from two youths who, watch
Sir Robert and the Miss Barbara talking upon golf
green No. 9, fr'om the machine driver of Sir Robert,
wbose eyes hie damn in public, and last but not least
fromn bis own'noble countenance."

"TI see that you are observant, Teeki."
"Observation, Major, it is art of life. I see Miss

Barbara's eyes red like morning slcy and T deduet.
T see you shot ont and gloomy like eveniug cloud,
and I deduct. I listen at the door of Mr. TIaswell's
room; 1 hear him curse and swear like boly saint
in IBook, and you and Miss Barbara auswer hlm not
like saint, thougli what youl spealc I cannot hear, and
1 deduct. Jeeki deduct this-that you make love to
Miss Barbara lu proper gentlemanlike, 'nogamous,
Christian' fashion sucli as your late reverend uncle
approve, and Miss Barbara, she make love to you
with ten per cent. compound interest, but old gent
with whistle, lie not approve, lie say, 'Where cor-
respondig cash?' Hie say, 'Noble Sir Robert have
mucli cash and iuterested in identical business. T
nrefer Sir Robert. Cet out, you Cashless.' Qiteii
T see this same thitig when boy in West Africa, very
common wlierever sun shine. T note ail thiese mat-
ters and T. deduct-that JTeeki's way and Jeeki seldom
wýrong."

Alan laughed for the thîrd time, until tears ran
down his face indeed.

"Jeeki," h. said, Ilyou are a great rascal-"
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