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perous homes and laid out orchards and nanied it
for the old home because of the landscape likeness.
Its soul is rich and fertile, its lands rolling circles
of 16w bills, valleys and streams. Siopes affording
natural protection for orchards albound everywhere.
The people are interested in lumber and have
neglected farming. The time is at hand for a
change. and the change is imminent. Apple trees
are growing everywhere and bearing, but otherwise
untouched by the hand of man or the share of the,
plough.

Fruit growing, as conducted in the Annapolis
Valley, means drainage, ploughing, harrowing,
fertilîzing, seeding, pruning, spraying and picking
the fruit by hand every year. Our people have the
easy contentment of men of action. They have been
studying the distant markets, and export oppor-
tunîties of the greater Maritime Canada. 1 have

no hesitation in forecasting the future if the Gov-
ernment will lengthen and strengthen a railway
system, and if the people on the farrns will show
desirable and laudable enterprise, at once, in
developing these great natural resources; farm
valures will at once increase, and double, and must
assure to, the country a substantial annuity for ail
years to corne. The opportunity is absoiutely here.

The texture of ail souls is quickly changed by
tule or stone drainage. Climatic influence is more
potent than souls. TPhe economic use of fog in
warming the atmnosphere and sweetening the air, will
in time be more generally accepted.

l'le waters of the Bay of Fundy are several
degrees colder in summer than those of the North-
umberland Straits. Prîice Edward Island is farther
north than any points considered in this paper, but

is conipletely encircled by two tidal currents frorn
the Atlantic which meet at Cape Tormentine. These
two ocean currents, one of which is comparatively
warm, ensure the direct probability of the island's
eventually becoming a great fruit-growing country,
for f ogs and tidal waves are paramouint to all other
influences combined in this matter of raising fruit.
Hence these provinces must forever stand unsur-
Passed in producing what is best and choicest in
flavour. The apples in the Valley of Hillsboro ar 'e
good size, excellent in colouring, texture and aroma
and will improve by culture and training.

'The Maritime Provinces will continue to grow
apples for the English palate as a delightful food,
for our apples have the character and quality so well
deflned by the mothier land througha thousand years
of the growth of -national taste.

APPLE BLOSSOM'S AND CLOVER
A Reply té Professor Robertson's Strictures on the West

IN *an address delivered before the AgriculturalComrnittee of the House of Commons on May
27th, Professor Robertson, Principal of Mac-
Donald College, made use of the following

remarks :-"ýThere is a good deal of talk about the
developtnent of the West; 1 do not see any evidence
of development, nor do I hear of any. We have
occupied the West, no doubt about that, but occupa-
tion of a country is not the development of it in
regard to resources, population or social organisa-
tions. . . ."We have in Canada, in our natural resources of
agriculture, three vast areas; we have coming east-
ward fromn the Atlantic, practically a thousaîid
miles in round figures, where you may have in the
suimmer, as you have in other countries, apple
blossoms and clover, and these are two conditions
of rural life that make human lîfe and human civili-
sation capable of permanence at their last. I do flot
know any other two conditions that define the
natural resources of a place with equal simplicity
and aptness as do apple blossoms and clover. As
soon as you leave that area you enter an area of ail
kinds of risks for stability, prosperity and civilisa-
tion."

By WILBERT MeINTYRE, M.P.
Surely, such industry, as growing sugar beets,

where the fertilisation and cultivation of soil is
carried on at its optimum, must be "development."
Professor Robertson, is probably aware that in
Southern Alberta a large sugar hbeet industry is
carried on, affording labour for hundreds of people,
on a very small area of land, and conservingr the
natural resources of the soil in a remarkable way.

It would seem that where farmers Lultivate an
area for seed grain, fertilising it and eradicating al
weeds, and sowing on it the most perfect grain
obtainable, that they mnay preserve pure seed for
sowing the following year is a means of "develop-
ment" more commonly practised W\ýest of the Great
Lakes than East of the Great Lakes.

Located throughout, at various suitable points
in the three prairie ýprovinces, we have Agricul-
tural Farms and Experimental Stations under the
direction of the Domninion Government, and man-
aged by efficient instructors and experimenters,
and the resuits of these experiments and advice of
the instructors are carefully considered by the var-
ious agricultural associations in session, .and dis-
semi*iated thereby to the individual farmers. The
work that Professor Robertson is doing at the
MacDonald College is being carried on, no doubt,
less perfectly by agricultural teachers in the West,
and the results of the conservation of nutrition and
intensified farming is aînply shown at the Agricuit-
ural Farmns and Experimenital Stations.

1 might remnark that last autumn 1 visited an
,Experiinental Station in Alberta in operation oniy
two years, and I may say that 1 visited St. Anne
De Belevue on june i.3th this year, and it .would
take tvwenty years with the same labour and ex-
pense annually to make the property on which
MacDonald College is situated, produce frbm vir-
gin state what was produced on the Alberta Ex-
perimental Station in uts second year.
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a'ter thirty years of such careful observation by an
expert, that such testimony would be valuable.

On page six of the printed report he states in
reply to a question as to the methods of farming
carried on in the West exhausting the fertility of
the soil: "Yes, but I can go further. Let me test
my statement now. Il is a 'broad one, but I chàl-
lenge contradiction to it. The people do flot realise
vet that we have scarcely any running water in the
North-west, and where there is no running water,
there is no leaching of the land. The land in our
North-west is practically inexhaustible oin that
account. Please let that pass into your mind as
absolutely true."

Prof essor Robertson will doubtless admit that
the occupation of dairying is one that will retain
the fertility of the soul, and the evidences of natural
products suitable .for thîs branch of agriculture
must be taken as standing for permanence and not
"playing the game."

J. A. Ruddick, Dominion Dairy and Cold Stor-,
agze Commirissioner, speaking before the May Court
Club in Ottawa, last Februlary, stated that the ap-
parently more profitable Qccupation of grain grow-
ing had excluded dairying to some considerable
extent in Manitoba and Saskatchewan, but of
Alberta he remarks as follows: "Proceeding West-
ward into Alberta, we find more favourable condi-
tions, especially in that section of the provinr'ce
lying between Calgary and Edmonton where the
progress of dairying inidustry has kept pace with
the settienient of the country. Beginning in 1896,
the increase has been steady and substantial with
the result that to-day there are forty-five creameries
and eight cheese factories in the sunny province of
Alberta. There is every indication that Northern
Alberta wilI became one of the best dairy sections
in, Canada." Is not this an eviderice of "develop-
ment" coupied with "permanence"?

In the qyotation from- Professor Robertson's
speech given above, there is an idea implied, if not
expressed, that for the developmnent of humanity in
its highest form, there must of necessity be comfort,
if not luxury. This does flot seemn to be according
to history. No race of people lived in less luxur-
ious surrùundings than the race to which the Pro-
fessor belongs-the Scotch-and probably no race
bas to a greater degree "that kind of ability that
stands for intelligence, liberty and justice." Lux-
ury and comforts are generally supposed to cause
deterioration, while the greater the struggle, the
stronZer the victor, ond it would nat be at ail sur-


