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their territory, without which the means of carrying oi «
comme.ce there could not legally exist.

With respect to the second point, the linrts of the I'ud-

son'. I.Hv frritory, sonrie ha^e laid it down as a ,ule, which
they have also dignified with the name of a "

priaciple," that

the king could not grant a territory, wb^ch at tne time of
the gr.nt Ui.nged to and was in ihe unijnurhed occupancy
of the su^>jects .f another Sovereign. It would be useless to

make any obsarvations on such a p.,siti.,n, unt.l it be shewn
how a w.U «pply to tl.e teiritory granted in 167O Ly the

Hudson'. Bay Charter. It has indeed been said, that the
turrit -,ry was claimed by F.ance ; but it will „.t surely be in-'

8i.ted that a!l Uut has been claimed by France, therefore be-

longed to Frarce. or was in its actual p.s.e,5i.„. It has
been related that tw. French Travellers. Mr. IJades.on and
I)e Grozeiliers, we.e the first who approached Hudson', Bay
by Land

;
and after visiting the country, these persons re-

turned to France, with an account of .hnr (discoveries, which
were considered of so little estiamtion there, as to produc.
no strps towards the occupation of the country. Funding
themseU.. and their enterpizes thu. reglrcted in France, il

is related th.t these g. nll.men travelled to England, whl.e
their representations proved more effectual than they had
dune in their own countrj , and were the cause of an Kxpedj,
tion bei.g fit.rd out for Hudson's Bay, under one Gillam,
who erected t'^e fir«t Fort i, that country, and gave occasioa
t« the Oruni .f the Ikds«Js Bny Charter ibelf. Even if

this


