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the respect. of. the people, -and ;gave it an im-,

" 'portance’it did not previously possess. Since

' ":the > Council has ' heen made. elective, not
. " single  complaint has appeared . against

its” new _ constitution, in the. .press, or.ip.
the form. of public ‘meetings, petitions or
motions in the' House.. Has it. produced”

" any . evil effects in, the administration of

- “the. affairs of the country?' Has.the Gov-
. -erninent suffered from it 2 - Has the Mother
Country found any bad results from it? Has'

.. the-country-betr the worse ‘for it? .And in-

. what respect?, Answer,’ you 'who ‘desire ‘to"

" .deprive -the _people ‘of the right to elect that
* 77 7cHouse; though they have not ‘askéd you t6.
- " do s0, and though. ‘you -yourselves 'hold your

“ " seats. by their will 2" Tho elective Legislative

"> “Council represents better -tho character, the
;.. :wants and the aspirations of our, Canadi :
" - society, ;than- the. Council’ appointed for li

“ever did. ) With. regdrd ‘to the; talent of the

** country, it has represcnted. it-as well as it

was represented under tho vld system.” With
" regard to its; moderation ‘and its ‘conservative

. . spirit, experience hus shewn that it possessed

» these two qualities'to a degree surpassing the

.. . expectation of all parties.  I'do not hesitate,

- thercfore, to say:that the change was u change

" for the better-in every respeot; thab it satis-

1

'y ied and tranquillized public opinion, and that
itsecuréd to the countiy o more direct control

¢ . uver publiv affairs. " Lower Canada has feste

- 'both systenis’ of  nomination, that by, the\‘

" - Crofim anit. that by the people, and .it ' does

vot ask o retnrm to-the frmer. We had a
life-nominated Council for half'a century in
Csnada.  Every one kuows that the acts of

:that very, Council drove the peoplo’'of Lower

Canada. into rebellion in 18371 . One of the
" gréate arguments advanced in support . of:
the proposed gcheme s that the electoral
divisions are very ixtensive, and “that!
the richi - alone, by means of their wealth,”
can s'tain a4 seat in that' Holise. It costs
s much  dow-adays, it is said, to-varry
i election!’ If that argament'were of any;
" value as regards - the Legislative Couneil, it

should havo -equal" woight s ‘regards the

‘e

" Houso lof " Assembly. To be consistent, you
youshould have usked also for the' appoint..

ruient of the -members of the Assembly, in

o place of having them cleoted by the ‘people !

But that is'uet the true reason, . And besides;”
let thuse who-do not wish to spend ~Inoney
_retuain’ at home, if the people reluse to clect
o thew withont being pad. Lt corruption
. tease ; adupt ‘voto by ballot, which will des-
'troy ‘corruption, aud there will be no nced of

N

1t is nothing else than a plot! (Hear, hear.) '

becanse we ure offered local partisments which ’
willbesimply nonentities, with a meresemblange

When we shall have seert the Local Parliament
trieted except aa regards cxpenditure, extrav- -

Lower Canada for justice, éducation, asylums,
&o.,&e.,added to theexpenseof a Local Govern-
yment-and Parliament, will exceed $2,000,000,
fThe revenue willfall far;short of that amount.

quence of. the establishrient of the new sys- ..

said’ enough to shew: the difference bgtween .

for gur adoption.. - In the American *union
eachstate iy sovereign over all that imaiediate: -

‘submitted to the ‘General Parlidmeut, Lower
‘andsdesires to limit the rate of interest ; sand -

yet this she could not' do, indsmuch as-that* '
very ordinary' question  would "be - under

it is admitted that nine-tenths of our people’ ..

Zach state of the- American union regulates
r%:xestions of this kind as it- chooses, without -
{

of\ interést varies in a great many of the -
stated,” and . in others it .is: not fixed. ~In
| Vermont the. rate is six per ¢ent.; in- New

in Illinoiy, thirty per cent;; and 'in the other
stites, trade in money is free. . These. gre facts
‘vw“ghieb prove that tho rcal Federal system |
résembles in no senso that which we sre asked

host.of facts of this kind' in support of ‘my
/zttfxip j.but 1 shall confine wyself to one.

"Canada -are. almost unanimous i répudiat-
ing the principle of divorce. Nevertheless,

v

I am opposed to this scheme of Confederation, . -

the American federal system and that proposcd

e intervention of neighboring states, or of
the Washington Governinent, Thus, the rate~ ..'¢ -

‘inventing ‘imaginary grievances in. order-to" .
réstriet .the liberties of- .the people.” - This .
‘Tory. scheme will throw us back fifty' years. - "

.of ‘power. on Questions of minor importange. .

-agance, and the power of taxing real property), -
it will soon ‘be found, as it is in. fact destined ",
to become, & mere taxing machine; . Nothing . " *
‘nore, nothing “less! "Tho *expénditure”of - .~ -

hospitals, ¢ourts, prisous, interest on the debt,
Direct taxation'would ‘be’ a necessary conse- ..

‘\

ly ‘concerns it.: Here, everything ‘would be .

Cunada is “opgose“d to free'trade” in moncy, -
i

°

desire that the rate of interest should be fixed. " "

i

«

t is well known that! the people 'of Lower ..

-under Confederation the Parliament of Lower "’
Canada is not to have'the' right of regulating

>/§A

in. operation with -its- restricted ‘powers (res-—— -

the control of "the. .General Parliament. -
Whether the pritciple be'a-sound ono. or not). .-
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to adopt.. . (Hear, hear.y: I might give a

@

York, seven per cout.; in Obio, ten percent; . !

tem, without any compensation, for the fresh . - o L
burthen which the people must, beay.. T have . -~



