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the recent ICanadian troubles, although bodies of adventurers appeared
on the border, making it necessary for the people of Canada to keep
themselves in a state prepared for self-defence, yet that these adventurers
were acting by no means in accordance with the feeling of the great mass
of the American people or of the Government of the Utnied States.

This Government, therefore, not only holds itself above reproach in
everything respecting the preservation of neutrality, the observance of
the principle of non-intervention, and the strictest conformity, in these
respects, to the rules of international law, but it doubts not that the world
will do it the justice to acknowledge that it has set an example not unfit
to be followed by others; and that, by its steady legislation on this most
important subject, it has'done something to promote peace and good
neighbourhood among nations, and to advance the civilization of mankind.

The Undersigned trusts that, when Her Britannic Majesty's Govern-
ment shall present'the grounds, at length, on which they justify the local
authorities of Canada in attacking and destroying the "Caroline," they
will consider that the laws of the United States are such as the Under-
signed has now represented them, and that the Government of the United
-$tates has always manifested a sincere disposition to see those laws effec-
tually and impartially administered. If there have been cases in which
individuals, justly obnoxious to punishmnent, have escaped, this is no more
than happens in regard to other laws.

Under these circumstances, and under those immediately connected
with the transaction itself, it will be for Her Majesty's Government to show
upon what state of facts, and what rules of national law, the destruction
of the "Caroline" is to be defended. It will be for that Government to
show a necessity of self-defence, instant, overwhelming, leaving no choice
.of means, and no moment for deliberation. It will be for it to show also
that the local authorities of Canada, even supposing the necessity of the
moment authorized them to enter the territories of the United States at
ail, did nothing unreasonable or excessive, since the act, justified by the
inecessity of self-defence, must be limited by that necessity, and kept
-clearly within it. It must be shown that admonition or remonstrance to
the persons on board the "Caroline" was impracticable, or would have
been unavailing. It must be shown that daylight could not be waited
for; that there could be no attempt at discrimination between the innocent
and the guilty; that it would not have been enough to seize and detain
the vessel; but that there was a necessity, present and inevitable, for
.attacking her in the darkness of the night, while moored to the shore, and
.while unarmed men were asleep on board, killing some and wounding
others, and then drawing her into the current above the cataract, setting
her on fire, and careless to know whether there might not be in her the
.innocent with the guilty, or the living with the dead, committing her to a
fate which fills the imagination with horror. A necessity for all this, the
4Government of the United States cannot believe to have existed.

All will see that if such .things be allowed to occur, they must lead
to bloody and exasperated war. And when an individual comes into the
United States from. Canada, and to the very place on which this drama
was performed, and there choosés to make public and vain-glorious boast
of the part he acted in it, it is hardly wonderful that great excitement
should be created, and some degree of commotion arise.

This republic does not wish to disturb the tranquillity of the world;
its object is peace, its policy peace. It seeks no aggrandizement by
foreign conquest, because it knows that no foreign acquisitions could
augment its power and importance so rapidly as they are already advanc-
ing by its own natural growth, under the propitious circumstances of its
situation. Bat it cannot admit that its Government lias not both the
will and the power to preserve its, own neutrality, and to enforce the
observance of its owni laws upon its ownl citizens. It is jealous of its
rights, and among others, and most especially, of the right of the absolute
imimunity of its territory :against aggression from abroad; and these
righits it is the duty .and determination of this Government fully and at al
times to maintain, whie it will at the same time as scrupulously refrain
from infringing on the rights.of others.

•H


