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They iiever ceased to liave coiifîdeiice iii the yoiiiig superhitendelit,
and lie pleased theui so well, that wlien a vacancy occurred iii
the staff of the South Devon Railway, Mr. Seargeant was iiiiiiiedi-
ately created first officer of that iiiiportaiit Iiiie, aiid afterwards
a siiiiilar position mas giveii Iiiiii ou the Coriiwall aiid West
Coriiwall Railways, which together, it will be renienibered, foriiied
a compact systeiii between E-x-eter and Peuzance. Mr. Bruiiel,
the famous tugineer, wliose plans for crossiiig the river Severn
gave Iiiiii a vogue at the tiiiie, wa.-s au active scientist, whose

experiiiients witli the atmospheric systein iii connection witli the
South Devoii liad brouglit liiiii into ilotoriety. The South Devoii

was in a low fiiiaucial state, and Mr. Seargeatit liad his wor-
prett), well cut out for Iiiiii -vlien lie assuiiied his duties. Those

duties iiicluded the wor- appertaiiiiiiý to the offices of geiieral
inailager, and secretary, and secretary aiso of the joint coiiiiiiittee of
the Great Western, Bristol and E xeter, Sotitli Devoil and Cornwall
compaffles. He Nvas also nanied the official represeiitative of

those iiiterests before Parlianieiitary coiiiiiiittees, and iii tliat
departiiient lie liad no equal, as his conteinporaries are men -%Villillg
to admit. We liave said that the finaiices of the road were at

a low ebb wlien Mr., Seargeaiit took the lielni. He was iiot there
long, however, before: a chauge occurred, and largely increased
dividends were the results. His success at ouce becaiiie kiiowii all
over E iij,laiid, and otlier companies were eiger to obtain his
services. Several offers were imade to liiiii, iiicludiii- die request for
Iiiiii to take the responsible post of agent or chief officer of olie of the

iiiost exteusive railway systeins ii i Iiidia. This positioli was a
very delicate but teiliptiiil- mie, and called for the exercise

of peculiar aud brilliant taletits, owing to the fact that the Iiiiperial
and local goveriiiiieiits, and railway companies, required the best
services of men distigguislied for tlieir tact aud good judginelit.
lie iiiiglit have taken the place, whicli was urged upoil Iiiiii
witli iiiiich velleineiice, but the Great Westerzi Compauy begged

Iiiiii to reinain where lie was, and his proniotioii, as a niatter
of course, followëd soon. The traffic departiiient lie liad continually

under his eyes. He and his colleagues, represeiitiiig the other
companies, franied ,m'agreement for the division of traffic betweeil


