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MEIMoitis 0F WILHELMINC, MAîtevuNE 0F BAIREUTrI. Trauslated and
Edited by [fer Royal [Iighiness Princess Christian of Scbleswig
Hlsteini, Prncess of (1rat Britain and lreland. Witli Portrait.
New York :Harper and Bros.

[t is miot a very omdiumamy occurrence f0 be called upon to notice a work
of simiilan iitmrest to theme reiarkable iemoirs, edited and translated by
a Royal persoriage, am i -specially une wlîo lias donc bier work su well.
Princess Chiristian>, whîo lias always been erninent iii literature, bias in this
iio8t imuportanît and intei''sting translation ssserted bier rigbf to ho Coui-
sidemed a practised lettéraieu~r, the introduction being well and concisely
writfen, and the English îbrougbout givîng the very nearest snd clearest
idea of the original. This umfutunate M1argravine of Baireutb was boîn
in 1709, the dauglîter of Frederick William .I. of Prussia, and Sophia
Dorothea, dauglîter of George 1. of England. She was therefore the
Crown Pnincess of Pmussia, and lier brother, tlic Crown Prince, became in
affer life Frederick the Greait, wlîo was often accusfonîed to Pay, as wc
learu froun Katf, bis reader, uliaf lie owed bis faste for study, lus love of
work, and the habit of neyer being idie, f0 bis sister. Indeed, their devo-
tion was une of th(e iiarvels of the eigiliteenfi century, when aIl loves were
tickle and mnosf fî'iendsbips nucertaîn ; and nof even a passionate admira-
tion for Voltaire and the wliole cynical school of that day couid unsettie
the soumîd and tender regar;rd in whicb thîey continued f0 liold ecd other
for years. These mieiiioins, as well as the Margravine's correspondence
w ith Vol taire and lier' brother, f umnished Carlyle with inucb of bis political
and private iateial for bis Ljue of F,'ederick t/me Great, aud be describes
bier style iii une place as b'imig always II truc, lucid, and chariuigly bun-
mmmit." Shue was cî'rfainly th(e latter, and lias pictured for us iii lier mre-
pressible way the positively frightful state of atiaime ini fiat louig-vanislied
Pimîssian Court. Thlic Qèuemi was n womîîar of great but unpleasamît defer-
ïmîimatîoii ; the Kiuîg, was at tLimies absohuîtely cruel in enfomcingy lus coin-
mlands, and seeimýg fliat bis wisbies were fultilled fo flic letter ; flic whîole
Court was liueycommîhed with intrigues aud intrigantes, and fthc wliole
afmospbere xvas faIse, imfiiunam, artificial, and unhcaltby. Life was car-
mmcd on umîdei' conditiomns of sniali fyranny amîd daily despotism, wbich are
oftcuî mucb nmore diffmculf f0 endure than direct hardships of oflier kinds.
Indeed, fo observe the pleasant practice of Il nagging " carmied f0 ifs fan-
thiest and pleasamitest cumnclusion, wc bave ouly f0 read wbat this unbappy
Maravimie bas to tell us of lier pinclied, inpoveris'ied, amîd wî'etchîed
daily life. To have to sit down daily at a table wvhere Ilcovers liad bleeni
laid for fweruty-four,' auîd thîcre was mn realify not emîougb pork and cab-
bage and thîick suup f0 go rounîd one-baîf thaf iumnber ; f0 bave f0 consent
to be dresse]I by tem i maids ou lier weddiug <Iay, ecd one undoiuig whaf
the other ouïe did, amnd thmen eiergiig,,, looking like Il a madwomn t o
bave f0 dlance attemidance upon insolent fomeigners and scbeming ladies of
ftie Court; f0 possess nu separate existence ; neyer f0 be alomie, but f0 ha
sîply niade use of ;blîudfolded, boodwiïmked, deceived, cajoled, perse-
cuted, caressed, starved aimd feasted, adored and m aligned, aIl af the samne
timue-this was for cears flic Margravine's outward life, aud we cati onily
wonder at flic cami, reflective ilitellectual power whicb pernitted lier,
while broken in beaîfh amid spirits, fo devofe wbiat portion of hier wasted
life she could snatch fromi the consuuîing Moloch of Court etiquette tuo
liferary pursuits, and chiefly tlie nmaintenance of lier journal. For a pic-
fure of a state of tîings surely nowhere existent to-day, but wbich is ah-
solufely faithful f0 ftic apparenfly trivial but historically imiportanit details
of the -ighliteemîfhi ceifumy in Europe, we ar'e iucl belmoldei f0 flic Royal
transIstor, amîd shah1 looki for lier forthcomimg edition of flic Margravine's
letters witlm inucli interesf. he dudicafion of flic presenit volume 15 f0 the
living Crown Prince of the (4ermnn Empire auîd of Prussia, Frederick
William, brotlier-imi-law of Pnincess Christian.

NATURýE VFRTmu'AS. By George M. Minchin, M.A. London and New
York : Macinillan and Company. Toronto: Williamson and Coin-
pany.

The aufimor of this curions conceif is Professor of Applied Mathema-
tics iu the Royal Indiau Engineering College, Cooper's 111, and wo fake
if that ilmis atfenîpt at veiicafion of fbiuîgs usually supposed f0 be not of
flic eartm, eartlîy, but vemy muucb of the upper auîd pembaps under airs, bias
been a recme'atiouî frumuî lîavier duties imposed by his profession. A poenî
of mystical iîmport, called The Revelation front itldebaran, is neverthe-
less beavy f0 flic last degmee, mnd were if uîot for an exceedingly enter-
taiuîimg and aînusing pieface on the dissipation of energy, and fthe strange
beingi witli wlîom flic writer lias leave f0 commnunicate in thle other
planetary worlds far froîn fuis one, we question if bis womk would find
nuany readers. If the present atfeinpt is a specimen of fthe scient ific
pocfry we have long beeui promnised, tlic world can well afford to wait a
littie longer, and there is not the sliglitcst fear fliat our ohder poets msy
lose their band-won laureîs.,

PA'mnîICK IHENRv. By Muses Coit Tyler. American Statesmen ; edited
by Johnu T. Morse, Jun. Boston and New York: Hougliton, Mif-
flin1 and Conmpaniy. Toronto: Williamson and Company.

This mnost receuf instal nient of inferesting biographical matemial is quife

up to the mîar'k of the previous volumies. Patrick llenmy, six times elected
Goveruior of Virgins, was the lcading radical orator of thbe American Revo-
lufion, and rose from a planiter, a smnail tradesnan, and general ilhitenste and
seedy beginnings,1 to ahunoat tbe very bigbest position confenrable in bis

native country. Takitug f0 flic law, wbich bis Iiographer characterises as

a 14supeu'b profession," lie rapidly umade a naine and circle for himself, sud
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bis eloquence did inuch ail through those stormy years of retaliation and
wrath to strengtlien the position and arguments of the outraged colon-
ists. It mnay flot be generally known that Patrick Henry's father was a
cousin of a certin beautiful Eleailor Syme, of Edinburghi, wbo married in
1777 the wife of Henry Brougbanm, of Broughiam Hall, Westnmoreland.
'T'eir eldest son was Lord Brougham, who thus becaine third cousin to
Patrick Hlenry. Another relative of his was Robertson the historian,
author of T'he ]ei of' thé,, Isieppor Charles V. Whatever may have
leen hisý owrî sliortcoitnin"s, diie to r sidenîce iii so younig a country as the
Virginia of thint day, it sceniîs that his lineage on both sides was in itself a
remnarkale inheritance of brains anîd superior force of character. The
value of these mieiirs woul(l be much enhanced by suitable illustrations
otherwise the volumes are perfection.

MI IENRY BLiACKBU-1iV'S ART TALKS.

[N the fine public hall of Upper Canada (iollege, whicli had geuerously
been placed at tlîe di-posal of the Ontario Society of Artists, loers of art
iii Toronto liad last week tîte privilege of listening to two interesting and
instructive lectures on " Mfodern Paititers" and on TVhe Value of a Line,"
by Mr. Hienry Blackburn, editor of the well-known London Academy
NYotes. Mr. Blackburn, though an enthasiast in bis sulaject, cauntot be
said to, have many of th(, (I1 uilitie.s tli;tt go to miake 'a lirst rate lecturer
and iii his tirst eveniing's tai k on art particularly tlê're was a lack of
breadtb in the scientLitic anîd professional treatînent of his subject, aud a
failure to bring out iii any clear and comprehiensive way just what were
the cbaraciteristics of mnodemi art, î'spe'(ially aîniog Eriglishi painters, whichi,
we fuar, occasionied a little dlisappuituemî(ýtt to his largre and select audience,
and detracteci iii wine lîteasvure froin the protit of thme evetiing. This per-
haps arose, however, front a too sanguine expectafiori, or froiu niisappre-
hiengion of tlie scope andi cliaracter of the lecture Mri. Blackburni was to
presont to bis audience. flis lecture was flot a formai address on Art, but
an evening's quiet talk abut recent pictures and their arti8ts-all the
better perliaps for a populîr audience, anti no doubt the thing best suifed
as a rannmug cuin ieutary on pictures exhibifed on a soreenl through the
medium of the stereopticon. Nevertheless tîtere was inuch, as we have
said, that wvas both instructive and interesting iii whaf Mr. Blackburn had
to tell us. Few ii of the time, wu presuine, have hiad such opportunifiest
as Mr. Blackburn lias liad for studying modern art and artists, and if
would bo strance inideed if iii bis intercourse witiî the latter lie could not
speak to us efl'ectively andc allmringly of not oîîly the characteristics of the
Eniglisli scliool of paititers, but of what inanner of men are ifs chief repre-
senitafives, both professiorîally and socially. In a desultory way we did
learn iiof a little of the former, but this, as we fhink-, was gafbered, save
in the matter of colour, as mucb from the pictures thrown on the wall as
from the lecturer's commnents. The gain, however, was not ftle less import-
ant froni tbis fact, as it served to informa f lose not so familiar wifh the
work of British artists of the distinctive subjecfs of their sfudy, and
graphically realised to the mind of the audience the characteristics and treat-
ment of the artists' work. The range of subjects exbibited was wide,
striking, and on the wbole fairly represenfative ; and the lecturer did well
to introduce at the close a few choice speciniens of the modern sebool of
France. Much of the lccfurer's prefatomy discourse, thougb informai, waB
apt auîd poiuted, particularly in bis counsel to Canadian arfists nof f0,

strive aftet' Old \Vorld inodols and subjects of inspiration. but by observa-
tion, travel, and the study of Nature in their own field of labour; f0
endeavour to found a school and a distinctive cliaracter of work of their
own. Equally timely, as well as sound, were bis remarks on dress and
house-f umnishing, on the value of picturesqueness in the former, and in the
latter on the inmportance of a favoumable eriviroriment iii the bianging of a
picture or ii ftic decorationi and upbolstering of a roomi. lu thîs mat fer,
as had been remarl;ed, the world is pooner froîn the want of the work
whichi only a sense of sympathy between flic artist and bis public inspires.

The theme of Mr. Blackburn's second lecture was "'The Value Of a
Li,' and in ourjudgmienf if was tile better and more instructive lecture of
the two. It had the ienit of being emninently practicmd, even if some of
his illustrations and arguments weme rather forced, and likely to create
dissent. Thle moti/ of flie lecture was to inipress upon ftic public mid the
advanfage derived fronu pictorial expression tlmrough the peucil of the artist
rather than thîrough flie peu of the littérateur or newspaper correspondent
in words. llere, however, ftie lecturer is in danger, particulamly in a busy,
mnaterial age, such as this, of cutting otf the reaàder froun word-painting,
one of the greaf deliglits and chief beauties of litemature. In regard f0

newspaper work, is lie not also ini danger iii substifuting a few crude and
sketchy drawimigs f or those fiuished and cbarming pictures which art, aided
by the faste and enteiprise of magazine publishers, hias of late guven us in
sncb peniodicals as Ilarper's Magazine and Tite Centura ? But we have no
space f0 discuss this niatter, and thougli on some topies we are at issue
with tbe lecturer, wc aire at one with him as to the general advantage of
an education which shall enable us all f0 use the pencil as freely and
etlectively as alI sbould be able to use the pen. We also agree wifh -hinu
that more use should Le made of tbe mauy modemn facilities for newspaper,
magazine, and book illustration, now that Ilprocess printing " and repro-
ductions are not only chîeap, but artistic and pleasing. Mr. Blackburn'$
comýng among us, even for a little, will be productive of unuch good if, in
addition to the stimulus lie will give to native art and tbe dev lopment of
art culture, bue succeeds in creating a demand for a bigber style of pictorial
ernbellisbmeîit than our newspapers afford, and in gratifying in a wbole-
tome way the incrcasing art faste of the- people. 0. M. A.


