he Church Guardian.

Upholds the Doctrines and Hubrics of the Prayer Book.

“Grace be with all them that love our Lord dJesus Christ in s ncerity.'’---Eph. vi.,, 24.
“Earnestly contend for tha faith which was once delivered unto thc saints.”’---Jude: 3.
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RELIGIOUS CONVLICTIONS.

‘I'vose who conduct this paper have already ex-
pressed their opinions as to what should be done
with the Affirmation Bill.  And to what has becen
said we desire now to add but once thing, namely,
that a solemn affirmation is an oath in disguisc.
If there is no Gob, there is no solemnity in aflir-
mations or in anything else.  An Atheist making
a solemn affirmation is Jike o Christian pronounc-
ing, with the epitapli in Westminster Abbey, that!
life is o joke.  But let thar pass.  There are pas-

mare certainly Christ’s institution than cven the
One Bible which iy so widely circulated and so
narrowly understood.  But then et us Jook within,
What Dr. Beysehlag has lately saidin Germany of
the Church of Rome we may fairly adapt to the
case of Iinglish  Dissent, both  Romish and Pro-
testant,~—1las it never occwired fo us that the
Divine Government of the world has permatted
the growth of Dissent over against our historical
churches, net as a terrifving  monster of anti-
Christianity, but a guarlian of principles and
methods  which  we have  lost or never had.

the same tines. Ttis well that these things should
not be forgotten.  When we read in the reports of
clerical conferences, or in volumes of published
sornons the curlous extravagances of thought o
which the disputants commit themsclyes,  their
ready assumptions, and their intolerance of those
who disagree with them, we are too much given to
conciude that this, and this only, is what the clergy
think and do. At such times s desirable to look
at the reverse of the picwire, and against the dog-
matism of somie 1o set the patient, zealous fives of
Fso many, the readiness with which they saeritice all

and which are indispensable for that future form Lhat ths world  holds deiar—wealth, social pleas-
urus, amtiseinsnt, and cven the harest contorts. -
carth shall be both enabled and called upon to ac- Hor the sake of curying on a dife and  death strug-
|ghe with misery and sin.

i - -} o~ o

C.oOF 5 TEMPERANCE SOU/

sages in Mr, Gladstone's speech which will be
acceptable to all Churclhinen, whatever may e
their opinion of the Bill.  We doubtwhether there |
is a living statesman of the first rank anywhere infcept ?—Church Bells.
liurope who has had the courage within the fast!
few years to declare; s My Gladstone declared in!
the House of Commons onThursday week, that hc\‘ o :
}’Cll_“v”d the ]_055‘9{ ""lli{fo.“?_C““V',C_“‘O”’“ to be ‘The London Zimes, which has so often scemed | T Annual Mecting of the Churehof dingland
the most inexpressible };11}“}‘”}’ which can fallly, (Jelight i saving disagrecable things of the [Temperance Socicty was held on April 2yth, in
upon a manor anation.” Thisissaymg out plainly, | Church, has heen forced .hy the unguestionable L the Lbrary of Lambeth Palace. The Archhishop

of the Christian Church which alt people of the |

- - —— -
A GRATTIVING JONTRAST. ! 1.

ﬁ)”' all the world 1o hear, that a Parliament off g hard logic of facts o speak in Lhis wiy in a
Bradlanghs would bi a Parliament of ruin. I iS¢ peeent article.

true that this is only the verdict of history. Butt [ here iy one fact more mnquestionable than
other juries hesides Irish ones are sometimes inti- 3 ngher in the social history ofour time, itis that dur-
midated.  Our Mathew Arolds have prattied of iy yhe past forty years, the clergy have advanced
sweetness and light as if norals were a malter of immenscly in public esteem,  Forty years ago no
sugar and candics ; our Herbert Spencers have | leyer young mun who had any scli-respect could
discoursed of sociclogy as if it were a branch of | \)igw Rimsell 1o say a good word for the clergy.
geology ; not only seymons in stones, butsermons, | They were the represcutatives of a worn-out insii-
preacher, and hearers all stones togethers and,fiion, whose sole radson o'cfre was 10 provide
most shameful of all, those amongst us who profess | comfortable places for university  graduates and
and call themscelves Christians have been so catent youpger sons, and they  would inevitdily  die

up with caste and mutual jealousy that our children
cannot be taught their duty to Gon or man, and
our legislators dare not legislate in the name of
Christ.  We, with Mr. Gladstone, are ‘not willing
that Christianity should De dispensedwith, Kiss-
ing the New Testament implics Lo us, as it doesto
him, ‘an acceptance of the Divine Revelation con-
tained in the New Testument,”  And when wo
speak of Gor, we mean the Gon who las revealed!
Himself in that revelation. There is no other,
AV hoserer denieth the Son, the swme hati nol {he
Futher  DBut we must go farther.  Mathew
Arnold might prattle, Herbert Spencer might
discourse, and coarser infidel might adapt these
gentlemen’s refined nothings Lo the tastes of coar-
ser minds, and yet there might be small danger 16!
the commonwealth il the Christians obeyed Christ,
Yet merely to point out that scets are unchristian, !
and that the New Testament fdeal is that Oxg
CrureH ror OxE Prace, doing in every place the
work of Christ’s kingdom and order among men,
is to expose oneself to a charge of bigotry and
iznorance from the Christian world—world, alas
too truly.

What Mr. Gladstone says of Christianity is true !
of Christianity in all its divine particulars ; and’
the Church, the local Church, the One Church for |
One Place, built everywhere upan the Apostolic
foundation, is one of those particulars.  Yetis not’
every Separatist mecting-house  proclaiming every
day and cvery hour to the daily and  hourly
passers-by, in regard to that visible unity which’
alone can convert the world, <7%at is one of the
superfhaties ; #4as is one of the cxcrescences;
tear has nouthing o do with the viwdl substance:
all you have to do is Lo pronounce the name of
Christ W Churchmen have to bring Lack the

Christians of this nation to the full and universal

out with the advance of knowledge and enlighten-
ment. Inforty years’ knowledge and enlightenment
we have advanced a good deal, and here we have
20,000 persons cager to o crowd into Canterbury
Cathedral to see the Archbishop enthroned, We
have in the great towns twice as anany Churchies
as there were then, and those full instead of cuty.

of Canterhury presided.

The Report, an abstraet of which was read by
AMr. Sargant, the Sceretary, showed tiat the Sociciy
Peontinues to make sreat progress, the nimber of
members and the income increasing rapidly. The
excentive congratulated the members on the de-
crease of drunkeness and deinking habits among the
working classes, and claimed that the Church of
Fagland ‘Temperance Socicty had done something
towards achicving such good results. 'Uhe returns
from the various divceses gave a totad of 432,054
members, and in addition ther were 2,000 in the
Royal Navy, and 24,000 in the merchant service.
Special temperance work had been coinmenced
among railway employes, large nunbers of whon
were enrolling themselves in the Society, The
whole work carricd onlast year invosvedan eapen-
Lditure of nearly £ 23.000.

The Archbishop of Canterbury who was received

We have wll kinds of sacial aned civilizing agencies |with much cheering, said the Report ol the Socicty

seton foor by the parish clergy—no Songer on pshowed o reinarkable feature-—nanely, that by its

some plan of unworkable and demoralizing henev- {effoits to promote the welfare of the conununity it
oleney, bt on plans Uit experience s shown w i had beought about a decrease inthe revenue of

Le capabic of success. They get hald of the boys
and young men for their choirs ; their wives—de-
voied women, who pass thcir lives in the Eastern
witderness with a cheerfulness rare in Belgravia—
do their best to reach the girls and mothers, o
keep an cye v the shop ass stants and the factory
hands, to get them under good influcnces, and to
keep them amused. Scifupporting clubs just
stasted by the elergy, but in no sense maintained
by them, are pnnerous ; oand there are many

Cclergymen (although this, irdeed, is the rock on
cwhich they too often split) vho cordially support

the Board schools. Nor i this devotion to the
social needs of their people confined o any one
theological school.  However irreconcilable n the
pulpit, and in their views of the ultimate facts of
the universe, Ritualists, and  Evangclicals, and
Broad Churchmen often cnough agree in their social

volicy.  About dogimna, there is room for doubt

and difference ; but when jt comes to a quaestion |

of how young men and women arcto bekept from
evil ways, and how fabhers aod mothers are to e
cd o take an interest i thedr families, te factsof
ife enforce a practical agreement. The late Mo
Lowder went ubout his worll with a more dehnite
Jeulogical biis than Mro Barnewt does; but we

sheald fancy that o+ guestions of the means of |

lthe country.  There were also other simportant
Patters in which aloss might some day acerue to
P the national finances, to e made up eventualiy by
“the greater industry and devotion of the people in
[supporting their country and its mstitutions, rot by
ftheir vices, but by their virtaes. The Socicly
(would be twenty-one years old on the and of
i May. He remembered some torty-one yeirs ago
Esg-cing a rude lithograph of @ Roman Cutholic
(priest addressing o few tatter:d Jrish people, and
e recollected, about that time, among his father's
fworkmen there was one who was a convert to the
“taen novel principle of tectotalisyn, and conse-
S uently, an object of strange and  curious wonder,
"hot Lo say ridicule. Now, afier forty years had
celapsed, the library of Lambeth Palace was filled
fom end 10 end by those who welcomed the fact
"that temperance was an important hranch of the
cpreat home mission work of the Church. They
were told that in the navy and o the mercham
service, and wherever the worlo was being aost
actively carried on, there the means of grace

] est attended. He hoped also that the oo
voould be true, and that wherever the Chureh was
rost active there temperance would me -t predog-
Pute. Great success had attended the Sociity,
and with success come responsibility.



