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süpply these wants we are indebted for that aluable institution th4
SMontreal General 'Hoàpital. Frn'the termination of- the-war in
'815,' every succceding sùmmer2 br-ought tónthiscountyencreasing
niumbers aö' peoKpeasantry fromEiiglan'd, Scotland andiIrelarid'Ma-
ny fämilies emnbarked from the motler country. too- lateéto 'reach the
renote'situations'in the Canadas, where they'hadifriends and rela.
tivés previously settled and on-Wlose'allùring 'promises theyhad de-.
pended when they left the. mother coun&y. Arrived in',Canada arid
janded-at Quebec, thevlhadrstill, (with 'enpty pockets; ànd'bodies de-.
bilithted by tiose diseasesvincident to a long voyage in a crowded
.vessel,) to pro'eed'seveiálhandieds of miles before& theY could rench
the place in"hich tli'eir friends ,resid d The seisonifrequently too
far advanced f6r them to take the advantage of a summer convoyance.
ta the place ''of 'their sultiinate' destination, what; cnuld they do but
endeavour ta find employmient '(such as' they,:'weàken'ed by previoids
discase could take') to enable them'to live throtigla long anid vigour-
oun inter. Even in this effort tliey were 'defeated. Thelong and
arduous winter ir Canada,'puts a, stop to the operations ofhusband-y,
and ta- the labours of many out-door' mechanics.' 'A great proportion
of these etnigrants:bad ý been- bred,' s :mabufactuiers,.weavers,' &c. a
bùsiness for which 'there'is no demand. in- this country, Under stich
ciréumstances what could i:hese unfortunate pèople do',' nô resource
was left themi but a dependance on'promiscuous charity-;, nd' that
àourceonly affordinga scanty and precarious supply tending ta -main,
tain life, but ili calculated'to renovate a 'framesor restore a eonstituý
tion previausly brouglit down 'by sickness. "hi sLover Canada the
'rench'language-prevails in the countryof it:these poor 'emigrants
had no knowledge; and hence they were of nécessity constrained to,
reside in the. principal towns.' -Quebec and Montreal lbëcarne of
course the principal points where they' spent their first winter ;' and:
an these cities the burdenzof supporting them chiefly feil; and'the

wretchedness of cheir condition became most apparent.-
The distressing hardships of these poor unfortunate people had been

so great during the previous years, that on vitnessing the' accumu-
ated numbers-af them which arrived'at Quebec'in.the suri'mer .of- j
1818i it was decided among-a few.charitable individuals in Montreali

'that some preparation for their maintenance should be made for the-
wintér. In this plan the ProtestantýCl'ergymën of every séét readily:
combined rappeals verenade to the public in the form' oi' charity,
sèrmons, and by dint of those and public subscriptions, a sui amount-
ting.to12001. Halifax Currency; was raised,'and appropriated i' thë
followving manner.

The persons ta wliori the experiditure of this money was entrust-
ed,- well knew that the indiscriminate distributiori>of 'it in money,
even 'under every care they! ould' bestow, ivould not be attended
tvith-theýdesired effect, they therefore'decided onestablish$ig.a soup
house, from' whence: right be'issued 'to such individuals as they èon-.
sidered objects of'charity a .poitiori:of soup, meatand vegetables dailyi.
At this time there êxisted inMntrea1 faassociationaf females; w'ho
acitated by the most bénevolent motives, had forined thenîselves info
aisociety. for charitable:purposes;andowho'in theiruawearied exer


