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Thcre la, however, un Exiglisliy flavor ln tha uniber as a whole, very pronounced
and not to bo caininonded ; a coitsidorablo portion of tho contents look to tho forolgn
mnarket, as ia naturally to bc expected, perliaps, ivith an assistant Euigliah editor. At
present ail aur threo lcading magazines occasionally issute a itumiber that rends as if
soine shects af the OornhMll ,or MactitiZati' hall got bound up by inuetake witli
tho product. It is cvident alrcady tliat tho two popular audiences to which our pub.
lishiers appeal arc hy no means homnogeucous.

Whcn one ses bow legitiniate the Nation's comment is anid how ut-
erly uilaýr.tnted the WVeek»'s remark, one is tcmptcd to ask what can have

stirred up the wrath of our Englisb contemporary in Toronto. It is flot

necessary to go back more than a few months to find the explanation. Mr.
Goldwin Smith, moved by an insane hatred of the Home Rule Irish party,
regards as IlFenian "in its sy'mpathies ever>' journal which takes the part
of the Nationalists, even to the extent of fair comment on the bad features
o f Dublin Castle administration. Mr. Godkin, editor of the New York
Nation, on account of bis sensible views of Irish affairs bas been repeat.

edly abused by Mr. Smith and his organ, the Week. Mr. Godkin wrote to
Mr. Smith privateily, calling attention to misbtatements about bim in the
Bysiander papers and asking a correction. Failing to get this, be wrote to
th,! New York Tribune a full account of the whcne affair. The above is Mr.
Goldwin Smith's way of getting even with a mani who will not submit to be
wronged. The Nation, I need bardly say, bas for twenty years ranked
amongst the best weekly journals in the world, and splenetic remarks by
the lieek are not likely to injure it.

In the saine issue of the last-named paper occurs the following sugges-
tive sentences. Speaking of the reccntly publishcd inemoirs of John WVil-
son Croker, former editor of the London Quarterly .Reviewl, the Week
says:

Crokcr bas bcen identified in tho imagination o! most people with theo« Rigby"
of Disraeli's 11Coningsby.'" It noiw appeara that Disraeli had a pcrsonai grudge
against Crokcr. His mode of assailing the oLlcct o! hus hatred was that which ho
!requently adopteld, and of which 'Mrs. 'sutloy of unsavory famoe had set huan the
erampla. Ne libclled Croker under the cover of fiction, giving real traits enoughi to
ideatiiy the person libellecl as effectually as if the namne hall 1icu printed, but iniming
with, them calumnniw. in the fabrication o! which he used the houundiess licenso of the
novelist.

Mr. Goldwin Smith bas himself been identified in the imagination of
most people with one of Disraeli's characters, the Oxford professor in
"lLothair," who is described as Ilquite a young man, of advanced opinions
on ail subjects, religious, social, and political ;" as "lclever, extrerncly Wel-
informed, so far as books can niake a man knawing, but unable to profit
even by that limited experience of life froni a restless vanity and overflowing
conceit which prevented him from ever obsering or thinking of anytbing
but himselt'; as "giftcd with a great command of words, whicb took the
forma of endless exposition, varied by sarcasm and passages of ornate
jargon ;" as Ilthe last person one would have expected to recagnize in an
Oxford professor ;" as one"' Who was flot satisfied wiih bis home career,
and, like many men of bis order of mind, bad dreanis af wild vanity wbich
the new world, they tbink, can alone realise," as Ila social parasite" Wvho
finding bimsclf on one occasion unexpcctedly about to dine with a peer,
was content ta dazzle and amuse him instead of iridulging in bis usual in
vectives against peers and prin~ces.

Mr. Goldwin Smith seecms to think that Croker did himself a wrong in
persistently refusing to take any notice of the attacks made on him by
Disraeli and others. It may fairly be questioned wbetber Mr. Smith did
flot do bianself an injury by trying "lto brand the falsebood" of wbicb be
complaincd, and wvbich be inconsistently described as Ilthe stingless insult
of acow.ard." Wbatever endud~nce the "social parasite" bas in the public
memory is due more to Mr. Smnitb's putting the cap on than to Disracli's
making it for bum, and the victim bas foolisbly kept the Ilinsult " alive by bis
malignant and repeated attacks on bis torturer wbîle he was aive and on
bis miemory since bis deatb. An IIinsuit"' which bas rankled for fifteer
years with ever ýincreasing, virulence, whatever else it rnay lie, cannot bic
described as Ilstingless." Disraeli was a Jew by descent, and, wbetbci
correct or not, tbe popular imi ession is thaz Mr. Smith's absurd and per
sistent attacks on the Jews and bis immoral deffence of their Europear
persecutors are the result of bis intense antipÎthy towards bis jewis,

tornientar, wvho nevcr, huwever, touk the àlighitest nutiLe of liiiu Cxcep' t'..
linin bis p~ortrait as abave, in Il Lothiair."

The Ministtr of Education bias done wisely lu mnaking au earnest effort
to solve the University problein iii Ontario b>' bringing into liarniony
intcrests which have hitherio been rather antagonistic ta each otlier. That
the time bas came for miaking such an effort is proved 1>' the fact that the
heads of Coflcges were iwlflinfg ta meet %vich hinm lu con férenc, and assist
in franiing a Iplan of consolidation, co-operation, or confederation, which-
ever terni most correctly dericribes the lately promnulgated schenie. On its
underlying principle aînd important details I may have more to say here-
alter, but even at this !ztage it is manifest that if the fri 'ends of such denoni-
inational institutions as are located in Toronto, or can be reniaved hier,
are wise, they will faîl in with the project and assist in nmaking it a suc-
cess. The plan may not bie the liest in theory, but it is probably the lbest
attainable, and a few years' experience of its working would proably show
bowv it could bie greatly improved.

I bave flot beard of tbe newly enfrancbised women voting in niany muni-
cipalities nt the late elections, but in some towns thcy did turn ont in con-
siderable numbers. In Fergus and Blelleville, if not in othier places, tbey
decided tbe election of mayor, the issue in eacb case being largel>' a teri-
perance one. For this result the liquor sellers hiad theinselves to blamie.
By their active support of one candidate tbey roused the tenmperance organi-
zations against bim, and secured bis defeat. If tbe temperance societies
of Toot will during the current year ascertain what wünien will bce able
to vote at the next election, and take steps ta bave their votes polled, I
have no doubt of their being able ta elect a tborougli-going temperance
man in spite of ail opposition. The work cannot lie conmenced too soon,
and I throw out this suggestion uow for the lienefit of Nlr. WVitbrow, or any
otber temperance man wbo bas the mnayoralty in view.

The unaniniaus decision of tbe Suprenie Court that the McCarthy Act
is, in respect of aIl but wvbolesale and vessel liceuses, invalid hielps ta sun-
plify the situation. The choice must now be between the Scott Act and
the Crooks Act, and the temperance people should bc just as zealons in
securing improvements in tbe latter as tbev are in apposing amendments
calculated ta make the former less effective. 'l'lie 'McCartby Act scrved
one good purpose during its brief existence. It was in several respects a
distinct advance on the Crooks Act, and this fact enabled the temperance
people last session of the Ontario Legislature ta secure sortie ameudmnents
ta our Provincial license law wvbich tbey wvould otherwise have bcen able ta
ta carry. Thbe contention that tbe decision of the Supremne Court mnakes
nncertain tbe validity of the Scott Act is absurd. The later draws its
autbority fromn a judgment of tbe Judicial Comrnittee of the Privy Council,
and fia decision of the Supreme Court af the Dominion can affect it.

Mr. Blake's late speech in Sbaftesbury Hall mankes one regret that the
people of Toronto bave so few opportunities of hcaring sucb expositions of
political science. The IlParliament-out-af-session " speeches are a1 feature
af English politics, and they should be of aur own. If the new departure
inaugurated by the Yaung Lilieral Club is only persisted in we may bere-
after lie able ta listen ta aur best political speakers witbout attending Par-
liament, or wvasting time at a banquet, or taking part in an cxciting election
cantest. The meeting in Shaftesbury Hall is warthy af the oratar af the
evening. It wvas cnthusiastic, intelligent, and mast orderly. If the Young
Conservatives are wise tbey 'vilI pravide for the pub~lic a similar entertain
ment as soon as possible. A marked feature of the evening was the pres-
ence of a large number oi wvamen who appeared ta thoraughly enjay the
speech, and sat it ont tbougb it taok over two laonrs in delivering. There
is no reason wvby wamen*should hold aloof from.politics, wbich 1\r. B3lake
well designated tbe bighiest occupation of every citizen. There as ever)
reason why tbey sbould take an active interest in anatters af gavcrnment,

Land every palitical meeting wvould bce the better for thecir presence, wbica
b as a wonderfully civilizing effect. The Young T.iberals made a miistake,

rhowevcr, in reserving any place for tbcm. The reservcd space %vas insnfi.
d cent and there 'vas mare embarrassi-ent causcd than there wonld bave

ibeen if the womi-: id bc-en allowed ta choose their scats anywbere in the
tHall,


