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Our Youny Lolks,
" mhie Little Prisoners.

SY MIBK T A PERUY

In a ueer littls house, an round ns & bail,
Aud hung high in the alr,

Without any doors or wirdows at all,

Rome Nt tle thinge livad sho long Sumwmer through;
And, strange to declare,

A feet as thoy grow thewr bonse grow tno.

Summer had painted theh little honso greeng
Foy ahs felt vory sure

That a prettier color uever wagsesn-

But when Aufamn camo, sho ratd, sitha frown
“yoen 1 cannot endure,”

And 20 she paintod the little house brown

Trisouots they were withont anv doubt,
No light couldeome In,
And thoere wasn't & crack where thoy could look
out,
8o thoy had no way of knowing at all
How fair to bo goon
Was tho wondorfus world boyond their dark wall.

But whon Jack Frost, o jolly old chap,
Cauno along one day,
On the little Liown Loure ho gave e sharp rap
And thoe walls snapped open! The prigners wero
frao!
And out and anway
They went with & bound, the fale world to see

I~ s niomeut more they were ail en the ground,
Enjoying thoal ,

But scorcely had they a chaneo 4o look round,

Whon two furry creatures, coming thot way
And spyiug them thore

Ato them all up without any delay

What was the house asround as & balil,
First greon and then brown?
What were tho names of tho prisvnorssuall ?
Who wore tho creatures thatcame that way
And gobbivd them down,
o thoy lived not in freedom ovon a dny ?

Anagram,

RSTEYBINPERA.
Arrango theso letters to form one word.
Renrtange them to form throo words,

deseribing the one word.
(Auswer in two wooks.—Ed. B.A.P.)

, Editor BaITISE AMBRICAN PRESUYTERIAN

81r,—Ay children have disseoted Mon-
treal, with the followinf result, and have
asked me to send their list to you for inser-
tion in your paper.
MONTREAL.

More, Moren, moan, mort, moral,
morlsl, mote, moat, mons, morn, monte,
me, met, meat, meal, moan, meta, montor,
Merton, Molton, weental, men, molon, melt,
metal, mat, mn, mate, mar, maxl, mart,
mater, male, man, name, marone, malt,
mavre, malo, manoyr, moet, morale,

0, on, or, o'er, ore, oar, oaf, oaten, oral,
omer, ornate, Orme, one, omen, Ont.,
Omar.

No, nor, not, noto, Nore, Nora, Noe,
Noel, neat, near, net, Nero, Nat, name.

To, tare, torn, tore, toe, Tola, Tom, ton,
tone, tome, tes, tear, teal, team, tram, talon,
tame, tarn, tar, torm, taro, ten, tale, feon,
tan, tare.

Rat, rate, ran, ram, Rae, rant, real,
ream, relm, rent, roe, rot, rote, roam,
Rome, Roman, roan, role, Rona.
tEllm. eat, enr, ora, ofa, earn, earl, Eiua,
ot-al,

A, are, ale, am, an,ari, ani, at, ate,
alto, anto, Amon, alone, almon, Ano,
Arle, arm, aloe, alter, atom, slert, altern,
amen, almoncr, arne.

Let, late, Lar, 1ame, lo, Leo, lot, lean,
learn, lone, loxe, loan,loane, Leax, Lamont,
Lieno, Lene, lano, lant, lane, lorn, Lorno,
Lsaon, later, lamer, Lora, lomon,

178 words from a word of eight lettors,
none of which were looked for in the
diotionary. .

[Ior the gratifioation of * two children
who enjoy the FRESBYTFRIAN very much,”
we gladly make room for tho above.—Ep,

7Y : O XY

Dear Sir,—To the 127 words formed
from the word Incompatible, by Thomas
J. Martin, you may add the following
186 :—Imp, inapti, inept, income, impals,
im%mt, Inoa, incompatible, Nile, nil, nip,
niobe, nab, nation, nap, nape, noble, Noe,
nonce, cent, cit, cite, citis, cion, camp, eat,
clime, climb, complaint, camel, cape, cap,
compel, osiman, calm, ecapitol, catnip,
olam, clan, cob, cobalt, coal-mide, client,
oombine, complacent, cot, omen, open, oil,
oat, oaten, obit, meton, maple, Mabel,
menial, mop, malt, mantel, mantle, mine,
mice, pile, paint, Pat, plain, plan, place,
palet, pain, pane, pet, pent, pie; pine, pant,
plaint, pact, am, amble, ample, ate, alien,
aim, alembic, ailment, acme, abet, ace, act,
aotion, aconito, tiro, tib, teara, taps, talon,
ti1p, tan, Tom, Tim, binomial, bole, bin,
blot, Ben, bet, berit, bacon, beat, bean,
beam, hleat, blame, bat, blaine, bilobate,
bate, bait, bemoan, beal, beacon, belt,
limp, limb, lime, lit, lobate, late, lice, lean,
Ince, elicit, eliptic, eat, encamp.

I have no doubt that a great many more
words might be got out of it very easily.

Braxsiox Boy,

Qote dos Neiges, Braeside Academy,

Feb. 21, 1876,

An Acrostic.

I would be glad to impross the young
folks with the importance of boginning
early to study the Bible. What you learn
of ils trnths and precepts will dwell in your
heart, like a swoet melody, all your life.
I ﬁive a copy of a very pleasant and profit-
able mannor of searching tke Scriptures.
T-éxpect to racoive 8o many good proverbs,
that there will be no necessity of another
from me. The aorostic formed is an old
Greek proverb. The subject,

WISDOM.

K—eep thy heart with all diligence, for
out of 1t are the issues of life.
N ~ow, there waz found in it a poor, wise
man, and ho, by his wisdom, deliver.
. ed the oity ; yet, no man remembered
that samo pour man,
O ~nly by pride cometh contention; but
with the well-advised is wisdom.
‘W-isdom is the principal thing ; therefore,
get wisdom ; and with all thy gettings,
get understanding.
T he foar of the Lord is the boginn}:f of
. wowiedge, but fools despise wisdom
Insdeuction.

M,
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H~—o layeth up wisdom for the righteons;
o is o bueckler to thom that walk
uprightly.
Y-~ o8, also, when hothat is a fool walketh
by tho way, his wisdons faileth him,
and Le saith to every one that haisa

fool,

8--0 shall the knowledge of wisdom bo
unto thy soul when thoun hast found
it ; thon there shall be a reward, and
thy expeotation shall nat b cut off.

B —ven a fool, when he boldeth s pencs,
is counted wise ; and he that shutteth
his hps is estoemed u man ot uander-
standing,

L —abor not to ho rioch; ceaso from thina
own wisdom,

T’ ~or wisdom is better than rubies, and
all tho things that may be desiied ars
not to be compared with it.

The Ministry of Children,

On this subject we find tho following in
a rcoont 1s8uo of the NVX, Ghrwtian al
Work :

*The groat problem of tha world to-day
is how to It up society to a better and
purer plane, without violently disturbing
its soownl and industrial Iife. And the
grout engine which alono can lift it with
suoh gentlo and effective influence as
soarcely to be recognized, is the Sabbath-
sohool.

Amerien piving hor system of Sabbath-
schools to the nations of Furopa! How
beautiful tho idea! How God rowardsand
compensatex work done for Himi When
Martin Luther, o nomo that ought to stir
overy American heart, nailed his celobrate
od thesis to the door, the hammoer stroke
vibrated round the world for hberty, It
guve note to ail who were persecutod for
truth’s sake and liborty’s, that in Gormany
thero was o safo asylum m  which they
could prosecute their work, and from Aunt-
werp and Worms went forth Tyndall's
first complote edition of the English Bible.
And now we give them bask the American
Sunday-school, with its revivifymng and
life-giving spiritunl power. Geneva and
Calvin—ingoparable names. It was Calvin
who Iaid the foundations of roligious froe-
dom ; it was Geneva that gave the first im-
pulse to ecivil Itberty all over the world.
Who should prize these gifts more than
the people of this country ? and how fit-
ting that they should receive from us &
purer religious instruotion through onr
Sunday-School system and by the minis-
try of children.

Nothing leads up to liberty more surely
than an open Bible. There is nothim{
from before whioh more swiftly flios al
orror and forms of wrong doing than the
Bible. Europo is to-day in a hand-to-hand
fight with the Papacy, and thore is but
one weapon that can successfully compote
with tho wiley foo, and that is the Sword
of the Spirit; which is the Word of God.
‘We believe that thie nations are to receive
it through the institution of the Sabbath-
sohool—that through the miunistry of
ohildren Christ is to come into His king-
dom, and so shall bo fulfilled the prophe-
tio words of the Redeemer of men, uttered
noarly nineteen centuries ago, as He rode
to His cross—* Out of the mouth of babes
and sucklings Thou hast perfected praise.”

Be Kind to the Aged,

Age, when whitening for the tomb, is a
worthy object of reverenco. The passions
have ceased—hopes of solf have ceased.
The old linger with the young—and oh,
how earoful ahould the young be to reward
them with tender affection and with the
warmost love, to diminish the ohill of
ebbing life. The Spartans looked on
rovorentisl respect for old age asg a beauti-
ful trait of oharacter. Be kind to those
who are in the autumn of life, lor you know
not what zufferings thoy may heve endur-
od, nor how much of it, may still be their
portion. Do they seem unreagonably to
find fault or murmur? Allow not your
anger to kindle against them ; rebuke them
pot, for doubtless many have been the
crosses and trials of earlier years, and per-
haps their dispositions, while in the spring-
time of life, were less floxible than  yeur
own. Do they require aid? Then render
it cheerfully., Torget not that the time
may come when you may deeire the same
ssgistance from others that you render to
them. Do all that is needful for the old,
and do it with slacrity, and think not hard
if much is required at your hands, lest
when age sels its seal upon your brow, and
fills your limbs with trembling, others may
wait unwilling, and fecl relieved when the
coffin has covered you forever.

May Ohristians Dance?

Yos,if they dance sccording to the di.
rections of the Bible. The Biblespeaks of
dancing~of * atime to dance”—and tells
how it was done, and where it was done ;
and if we go by the Bible, then we may
daunce.

First, then, the dauces spoken of and
approvod of by the Bible, were religious
dances, mixed with songs and praises to
the Redesmer of the world, Miriam and
her damaels went forth forth in dances and
songs. (Ex. xv. 10.) David danced be-
fore the Atk of God. (2 Sam. vi. ;1
Chron, xv. 29.)

Second, the sexes always danced apart.
Now, genllemen, when you wish to have
s Seriptural danco—and all others are
wrong—rent a large hall, liﬁht, warm and
ornament it if you will, gather as many of

our sex as yon can command, have your

n})s or aymbals, take one of David’s

salms, or if you oaun dance to one of

att’s hymnus, or some of the * Gospel
Songs,” all the better; and then with hearts
full of lovo to God and gratitude for His
mercies, you nay danca to your heart's
oontent. No ather kind is appraved of in
the good old Bible.—Our Faiik.

Mzx sre often acoused of pride because
their acensars would be proud if they
themselves wore in their placea,

Tax trials that oome upon us are only
the faithfo]l performance of God's everlast.

ing engagomeply,

Hn that g _ro* the yalley of humility
goelh dchwn ath of human weakness
st throtith WA wate'rcom of fatlure.

'
L e

Satbmtly School Teuclier,

LESSON X.

Mach 5,

2 Ram vif,
pLriy { 130

} 00D'S OSVENANT WITH DAVID.
CoMMIT To MEMORY, V8, 27-29,
Pararier. Passaara~—2 Sum, xxili. 6

Tun. 1v. 8.

Horiprure RrsviNgs —3With v, 18, read
Pa.vnt, 45 wath v 19, read Ps. e, 17
with v. 20, rend 1 Chron. xvir, 19; with v.
21, rond Tzok, x3xvie 22; with v, 22, read
Pa. Ixxxix, 85 with v, 23, read Dout. xxxiii.
24; with v, 24, read Dent, xv1, 185 with
va. 25, 26, compare 2 Sam, via. 13-15 ; with
va. 27, 28, read 2 Cox, 1, 20, with v. 20,
read Ps oxix. 40.

Go1 pEN TexT.~Of this man's seod hath
God, according te s promise, raised
311(0 Teraol @ Saviour, Jesuy,—Aats xii.
28

OentrAL TRUTH.~DBY grace wo stand,

To undeorstand our leszon we mast 1vcall
David's charactor and temporament. Hs
was o man of vigor and action, ready to
plan, and fenrloss and nntirning mm carrying
out, He could not, st suli and do notinng,
He was zoalous, energotio and forward to
do good. Whtloe the power of the Philis-
tines was unbroken he had enough work.
When this was taken out of the way, he
turned towards work st lome, and
thought of the permanent good of tho peo-

ple.

Ho did not think of beginning at the
outside with plans of trade, commerce,
or alliance with othor nations, but at the
heart of tho pation, with a scheme for
moro and more honoring the God who
gnve stavilsy and prospenity. It 18 with
him God first and God most of all. He
knows nothing so good for Israol as to
establish God’s worship.

There is & certain fitness in buildings.
They eoxpress the estimate wo have of
objects. A bank, an insurauce company,
a morchant will oreck a costly and hand-
somo houso, What would be thought of
our estimato of our religion, if our ectties
abounded in those, and in tasteful private
dwellings, while tho cburchos were
mean, choap, and unsightly? Just so
David thought and said (v.2). He meant
sction, when telling Nathan, and was en-
couraged to proceed (v.8). But there were
good reagons why he ehiould not actually
build the house. God, however, acoopts
#e will for the deed, and conveys His
mind in go gentle & way as not to dis-
courage, but gladden David (vs.-5-16). All
this came by Nathan Sv. 17).

What our lesson calls * God's covenant
with David” is the grateful accoptance by
David of the Lord's gracious promise.
We shall mark off one by one the features
of that accoptance, pointing out the verses
sustaining each. Tenchors can take this
order, or 1n the less advanced olasses, fol-
low the order of the verses of whioh an
explanation will be no less fully given,
than in the ordinary way. While men in
speaking to God do not think of order, logi-
cal or otherwise, we, in studying and re-
membering their woxds, are not forbidden
to arrange them in order,

1,~ALL OF GRACE.

In v, 18, we have David in the attitude
of devotion before God, £allod sitting. So
Eli **sat" before the Lord (1 Sam. i. 9).
In the modern Last thoro isa peculinr way
in whioh men combine sitting and kneol-
ing. 'The body rests in part on the knoes
and in part on the heels bohind. It ig the
position both of homage to the superiors
and of worshi;l:. The various forms in
which saints have worshipped show that
the state of the heartand not of the body
is.the main thing, Davidis deeply moved
by & sense of God’s ocondescension. A
true servant of God, imstead of boing lifted
up in pride is humbled by great favours
frem the Lord, ¢ Who am I, O Lord God,”
ete. .

V. 19 showsus the particular view of God's
favour that impresses him. He had been
of lowly birth, a shepherd lad. God had
raigced him to a throne, He had given
him a promise making him the head of &
line of kings, putting him as if he were a
great man. The wording of the verse is
fess clear here than in 1 Ohron xvii. 17.
So when men ure raised up to be sons
of God, they see more clesrly their
unworthiness, and wondex at divine
graco. See the case of Faul, 1 Tim.
i, 18-15, and his word to the Eph. ii.

2, 3.

V. 20 exhibits his view of divine grace.
#Thou knowest thy servant,” not his good.
ness, but his uwaworthiness. So a believer
Hnding out fresh evil in himself may take
comfort in feoling that the Lioxrd know all
this and yet pitied and saved him. One
has sometimes to sam up all in prayer to
God in just this way, Of what wss is
it to heap up words? *“Thou ILord
knowest.”

II—ALL SBECURERD IN THE WORD,

(V.21) “For thy word's sake.” When
God is pleased to speak a promise He
binds Himself. He is not bound to speak
the word ; but when in his graco (or as it
is here, *‘according to thine own heart")
Heo speaks, His people can say to Him,
Pg. exix. 40, So David’s reliance asto s
groat whila to come” in v, 19 is founded
on “thon hast spoken.” So it is with
Qod's people now. It is written " gives
them hope. They rest on His promises,
He made thom in full knowledge of what
wo wera., He did not think us good and
worthy, and so give them in ignorance of
our real charnoter. He is not surprised
and mortified by finding us out. He knew
all and yet pitied us and raised us up and
mado us sit togother in the heavenlica
(Eph. ii. 6). '

. 'his same reliance on the word appears
in

(V. 25,) * Establish the Word,” Sense
would say, if & promise has been given
what is the use of askini? Faith says,
ask becatise & promise has been given
(See 1 Poteri. 26,) “Do as thou hass
said.” The same idea ap;l)’ea,rs in

{V. 27.) #Thou Loxd hast,revealed {o
thy servant,” . . . therefore hath ihy
servant found in his heart, to pray this
prayer unto thee.” Seethe value of put-
ting the promises of God into' the mind.
Some dny-they will be by thé blessing of
the Holy.Ghoat, inrned dito peaysr aund

praise. The same idearxunson, ;...
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(Ve. 28, 20.) “Thy word® be true;'
‘for thow, O Lord Ctod hast spoken it.”
Many donot liope, desire or sek because
they do not know God's words. Duyend
n general vague (eeling that they fmvu
need, they know nothing and kenoe prayer
becomer to theia a diflientt and disagree-
abla oxeroise, & rorvice wruny from them
Ly their necoszitics.  They are smbarrssscd
before God.  They have not had ocvm-

vatly theve,  Partios to smis wera inot by
him with most conrtcons affabriny, and jn-
quiries as to where they oRme lrom.  The

attored Israclite told hin slory, nud the
Lundrome Absalom was all esrs and in-
torest, Ho had & good cuso, no donbt
asont that, but—anl then a  woll-
folpned sign-~thore 1 wo proper pereon to
sev jt twee done (v. 3., ‘Chon, lnving won
cokdi « noe, thishollow-hearwed - rotormer *

munjoationa from Mim. Thers Is notling i wlshun, purly, e would havo i thuugat

to epeak of. But a mian whe knowa G.Us | fur the suke c:f{ma!inu atd Lus Joar wronge

worda ling somoething to say.
Leen heard by it and he speaks back to
God. Seo Isa. x1. 8,

Mi~—ALL To 40b'8 GLUEY,

(V. 22 “ Wherofore thou arl groat.
Ungodly moa think God Lke unto  tham
gelves (Ps. 1. 213, The godly Hhink of Ilim
ag high and exalted (Ps. oui. 11, Tie
world had gone after other gods, Thers
was & constant discussion in progress as
botween the false gods and Jekhovah.
Terael waa meant to learn and show tlat
“thera is noae Lka” Gad, nor “any (od
beside’ Iim. Ho is not only tho bast
God; He is the ouly God. His tivat-
meut of Duael (v, 23) proves this.  What
one natisn has ench o history, such laws,
such deliverances, rach a relation to Mim ?
For Ha has taken thoe people ts Wimsdlf,
compare Dout. iv. 7; xxxil. 36.

(V. 24.) * Confirmed to thyrelf,” and
“ become their god.” He hiad doue a8 Le
said in Gon. xvil. 7,8, and Exod. vi. 7.
Honoo “ confirmed.” He conreotod His
name and glory with the people, is known
by and through them, and inspires them
with the desire to hononr Him, and Lft
Him up. Hoenceo the prayer, (v. 26), * Lct
thy nameo bo magnified,” ote. So saints’
praises and prayors go togother and run
into one another. Past niercies are rea-
sone for boldness in prayer, and even
while praying the heart is assured of an
answer in * kind or in kindness,” and al-
ready bogins to praise. See the Lord’s
Prayor at its boginning, and at its ond
as illustration. ‘T'rue prayer is opposed to
all solfishuess. The praying hourt goe:
%ut_towurds God, His honor and glory.

o in.

(V. 28.) “Andnow O Lord God, thou
art that God,”” the God of Abraham who
chose the people, of Mosos by whom they
were delivered, the true God, the God of
David, the God of all grace. 1 Chrox
xvi. 27 gives the sonse of the coneluding
words.

Lot it bo fixed in the minds of the pu-
pils, that

(1) Altblessing comes to us as to David,
of God’s grace (Eph. ii. 8).

(2) That all blossing iz promised in the
stire Word (2 Petor i. 4).

(8) That all isfor the Divine glory (Eph.
i, 11,12,

SUGGESTIVE TOPICS,

David’s condition—signs of prospority—
foeling—desire—ths good in that desire—
howit appeared to Nathan—how to God—
the mossage from God—the manner of de-
clining David's service—the good given
him—the covensnt—its nature—man's
purt in it—God’s part in it—the spring
and sourco of goodness—tho way in which
it is assured——thie feelings of a believer—

)| the pleas of true prayer—how it passes in-

to praise—the end of all God's ways—ihe
old controversy—Israel's mission—David's
desire ag to it—tho twofold blessing to him,
and the great lessons to us.

LESSON XI.

2 Sam. xv,

March 12,7
1876, -4

ADSALOM'S REBELLION.  {
CoMMIT To MEMORY, v §, 0.
PARALLEL PassicEs,—Prov. xxvi, 28;

Dan, xi. 21,

Scrierune READINGS.~With v. 1, read
2 Sam, xii, 11; with vs. 2-4, rend Judges
ix, 20 ; with v. 5, compare Prov. xxvii. 6;
with v. 6, vread Rom, xvi. 18; with vs.7,8,
compare 1 Sam xx. 6; witk v. 9, compare
2 Sam ji. 11; withy. 10, compure (as to
Absalom’s sacrifice) Prov, xxi. 27, and (as
to his guests) Prov. xxii. 8; with v, 12,
road Ps. lv. 12-14; withvs. 18, 14, compare
2 Sam. xix. 9.

GoLpEN Trxt.—The eyo that mockoth
at lus father, and despiseth to obey his
mother, the ravens of the valley shall prck
it out, and the young eagles shall eat it.—
Prov. xxx. 17.

OENTRAL TrUTH.—Sin becomes its own
punishment. .

The Soriptures present us specivacns of
every kind of virtue and of every kind of
vice, They speak to all classes—old and
youny, rich and poor, and to men in every
relationship, parent and child, husband
and wife. They show us with inimitable
olearness how principles work out effects,
good and bad.” The subtle influences
which we can only guess at with our im.
perfect knowledge in common lifs, are
here displayed.

David had broken God's simple law of
pne man and one vromsan at the head of a
household. (See Mal. ii, 14, 15) This
law can never be broken—among ancient
Hobrews, modern Mormons, or nominal
Christians —withont making prosent mis-
chief. So it wasin David's family. Hor-
rible crimes had boen committed, and Ab-
salom had been involved and had to flee
from Juden to the court of his grandfather
(2 Sam, xiii. 37, compare with 2 Sam. iii.
8). Joab had contrived his return (see 2
Sam, xiv.), and this chapter continues the
aceonnt of his eareor, having roference no
doubt to the warning given by Nathan (2
Sam. xi. 10, 11). What slights, or cold-
ness, or wounded vanity, or family-jars lod
to his outbreak we are not told ; but am-
men soon find grounds for

bitious
Now lot us {race his

their own plans.
course.

(V. 1) Heis making an appearance;
impressing the common people who like
to see pomp and imposing show. Seo
Adonijah’s policy, 1 Kings i, 5, The royal
state {sce 1 Sam. viii. 11) led the people to
look for such thinga in all great men and
leaders. * Tho early simplicity of the
judges was gone. Kunning footmen wers
the attondants on great wen, as in 1
1 Sam. iv. 12, and elsewhere. These were
the “ gusrde” of tha earliest tine (see 2
Kings xi. 6)s

(Vs. 2-6)) Wo ses Absalom making his
pasy ; and the picturs is perfest, - The
¥sWwas the place for seliling disputes—
the law.court (Ruthiv. 1), Absalom wae

God  has | ed fiionds, that

o were - fudge,”
dv him justico |
hypocrito 1 .

Then his cundescension wa vverwhelm.
ing {v. 5}, Men who cawo to maske thele
bow were geaspod by the courtly hand
und kissed, und wout away, wvompletely
won by stch gracv and pocdaess]  Such
were, aml aro, the arts of popularity ; so
vkvions to the on looker, 8o powerful
with the unthinking, whose gslflove is
tlattored,

(Vo 79) Absalom makmgz hie efiort
for tho throne. * Forty ' 1» plainly a
clerieal erver, very easy when nuinbers
weio expressed by letters.  The Syriae,
Arabio, and Josepbus had = four,” the cor-
rool numbor wo doubt, counting oither
from the timo of his retnrn, or from the
timo wlin bo began this plan, e pre-
tends to have n vow to fullil in Hebron.
Alas! for religzivn ! how ofion because of
its known guudness, is it made the mask
to covor the worst plota |

The vow, if made, was guud cnough.
Such were eustomnry (sve Geu, xxviii. 205
Numb. xxi. 2; 1 Sam, L. 11, “Sorve”
monns with a sacrifice, as the evont shiow-
od. But tho end here sougbt was bad.
Yot lio ouly did in lus way what David
had vace done for his own ends (1 Sam.
1x, 63, Soochildrex repeat their paronts’
little fraude, svinetimos agamst them,
and becomo the menns of thoir punish-
ment.

There was obviously rearon for choosin
Iebron, Absalom was born thore, woulg
have friends thore. Ithad besn the capi-
tal.  Its peoplo would, not unnaturslly,
regrot tho change to Jorusalom, and how
naturally ha could represent it as tho
place for fulfilling his vow, as his birth-
placo! Absalom was s pationt, farsocing
dissemblor.

V. 10 shows us Absalom carrying ous
his plan, His “spies” or emissaries aro
to proclaim him, aud his friends are to
rally for him as king in Hobron. Mean-
time he has *ecalled,” i.r. inviled two
hundrod leading men, flattered by his
notice, as hig gueats, but made Lo appear
his adherents and partizans. They  did
not moan cobellion, but wont in the * gim.
plicity of their haarts,” till they found
themnselves committed, perhaps in the heat
of wine, to his cause.

(V. 11.) Ho raakes influontial friends.
Ahithophel was the grandfathor of Bath.
sheba (see 2 Sam. xi. 8, and xxiii. 84), and
may have resented David’s conduet in the
matter of Uriah, and beer: inclined to break
with him. His known wisdom -ecarried
groat weight (v. 81). The conspiracy was
strong, and adhorents multiplied.  Abaa-
Jom’s orime did not seom so0 bad in the
people’s eyes. David’s conduct in pardon.
g him but keeping him away from
court drow out sympathy for him, and his
own plausible manuners and schemes did
the rest.

Vs. 12-15 shows us David's helplessness.
His courage proved against outsido
enemies, fails, Conscioncoe makes cowards.
Heroe e must have scon God’s hand, His
sin is ocoming back on him. Absalom
was indulged and spoiled. David, good
ag a king had, ke many otherwise strong
men, been weak a8 a parent. He is
punished now. He has no confidence in
the goodness of his cause. Ho urges
fiight. He had no army. Delay would,
ag Abithophel (2 Sam, =xvil. 1, 2) and
Hushai saw (vs. 7-18), give goople time to
think and woaken Absalom's ocause, and
morasoverin the goodness of his heart he
wished to spare the city the horrors of a
siege. His servants agreed, and David fled
from his own capital, from the face of his
own son.

\What may we learn from this? Absa.
lom's sin will bo seen (noxt lesson) in the
light of its punishment. So we may lere
see Da+id's,

(1) Tue bad harvest from bad seed.
David married a heathen king's daughter.
Hor son Absalom does not feel 1vuch for
the peace of Israel, or the houor of his
father, or the law of God. * Unequally
yoked.,” (See 2 Cor. vi. 14,; Unuty of
right aim, feeling and conviction, of pray.
er and effort is needed to bring up children

aright.

(2) How littlo inflaence kindnesshad on
bad men, Pardon doss not soften or
ohange Absalom’s heart. Thoy mistake
who think that mere goodness from God
will make the bad good. (Ses Isa. xxvi,
10.) The Bpirit of God is nesded to gon.
vinoe of sin and to renew.

(8) How easily the Boople oan be deceiv.
ed! The horses which were common
amgng heathen kings eommended Absa-
lom to a people who wanted a king like
those of the nations, And the show of
goodness and interest in them made them
rebels to David. No wise man will sef
much store by the popularily which is
often gained without merit and loet with-
out & orime. What a comment on human
wiedom when men gainfavor by clamoring
for justice, who ought themselves to be in
prison! What s heart of seoret ambiti-
ous pride, he moekly fawns upon thepeo-
ple that he may rule them. (See Ps, x.
9

* I wonid
Ho do justice, the base

p10)
(4) Ambition and hypocrisy, how natur-
ally they go together !

(8) How muoh need we have of wisdom}
The ¢ sjimplicity” here is not the sim-
plicity of the Gospel, which is wise and
onutious, See OChrist's word, * Wise as
serpents,” eto.

SUGGESTIVE TOTICS,

David's faults at home—how punished—
Absalom’s mother—grandfather—his exile
—how brought back—~his aim—how ac-
oomplished—look of greatness—how as-
sumed—effect on the people—~bhis airs ef

goodnm—-inwhnt reapect-—how the people
elt-—his airs of religion—to 'hﬂl——ﬁ'l
reason for shoesing Hebron—his gusste—
their folly—his counsellor—his spiss—his
objeo o offeot on David—his lears—
his soncern fer Jerusalem, and the lessony.




