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tions resting on inisrepresentations or inisintcrpreta-
tions of the text. To securc this end most effectually,
the 'comment is chiefly explanatoiî1, presenting in a
concise and readable fori the results of learned in-
vestigations carried on during the last half century.
Wben fu!ler discussions of difficult passages or im-
portant subjects are necessary, they are placed at
tho ead of the chapter or volume.

Conservative in tone and adaptcd rather to build
up the well.disposed than to convert gainsayers, this
commentary nevertheless contains several striking
concessions which were neyer hefore, amongst us,
stamped by authority so highi. At the saine time the
work is carefully non-alarmist and re-assuring ; and
vil], after a fair examination, be regarded as no%
badly adapted to the transition period througb wvhich
the present genuration is passing. It will be the
impatient and the iinpetuious who wvill dein the
notes tamu and below the mark. To sucli readers
dash and destructivcness would aJone have been ac-
ceptable ; while the style of the coinientary in
question is studiously quie, inobtrusive and unsen-
sational.

As specimens of the concessions alluded to, ive
give the following. On Genesis i. 5, it is said:
11The vuxed question of the duration of the days of
creation cannot readily be solved froin consideration
ef the words ofthe text. The English Version would
seem; to confine it to natural days, but the original
will allow much greater latitude. Turne passed in
-regular succession of day and niglit. It was an in-
genious conjecture of Kurtz, adopted by Hugh Mil-
ler, that the knoivledge of pre-Adamite history, like
the knowvledge of future ages, may have been coin-
nunîcated to Moses, or perlîaps to the first man, in

prophetic vision, that so perhaps vast geological
periods were exhibited to the eyu of tlîe inspired
writer, ecd appearing to pass before hum as so
many successive days. [t lias been said moreover
tliat the phenomena under the earth's surface corre-
spond with tlîesuccession as describe' d in this chapter,
a period of comparative gloom, with more vapour
and more carbonic acid in the atinosphere ; then of
greater light, of vegetation, of marine animais and
huge reptiles, of birds, of beasts, and hastly of mani."

Aýgain, on huinan pbraseology emphoyed. in con-
veyiag transcendental ideas :-Il The whohe of this
history of the creatioli and the fali is full of these
antbropomorphic representations. The Creator is
spoken of as if consulting about the formation of
man, as reflecting on the resuit of Mis creation, and
declaring it ail very good, or resting froin Mis wvork,
or pflanting a garden for Adan, bringing the animais
to hum to naine them, then building up the nib of
Adamn into a woman, and bringing bier to Adamn to
be his bride. Hure again Adain hears his voice as
of one walking in the garden in the cool of the day.
.Al this corresponds viell wvith the simple and chiîd-
like character of the early portions of Genesis. The
Great Father, tbrough His inspired, word, is as it
were teaching His chihdren, in the infancy of their
race, by means of simple language, and in. simple
]essoas. Onkelos has hure "The Voîce of the
Word of the Lord." It is by thîis naine, "lThe
Word of the Lord" that the Targuins generaîly
paraphrase the ame of tbe Most Mugb, more espe-
cially in those passages ivhere is recorded anythiag

like a visible oi sensible representation of Mis Ma-
jesty. The Christian Fathers aîmost universally be-
Jieved th,%t çvery apearance of God to the pàtriarcbs

and prophets was a manifestation of thec Eternal Son,
judging especiaîly froin John i. 18."1

ln the Introduction to Genesîs, Vitringa is allowed;
to have offered a suggestion neither unnatural for
irreverent when hie said that Moses may have had
before him "ldocuments of various kinds coming
dowvn froin the tiines of the patriarchîs and preserved
nmoiùg thc Israehitcs, -,vhich lie collected, reduced to.
order, worked up and, where, netdful, filled in ;"
and it is ndded that it is very probable that, eithecr
in writing or by oral delivery, the Isrnelîtespossess-
ed traditions handed dowvn froin their forefathers ;
and that it is conîsistent witb thie wisdom of Moses,>
and not inconsistent with his Divine inspiration, that
hie sbould have preserved and incorporated with bis
own work aIl such traditions, written or oral, as liad
upon theri the stamp of.truth.

The objection that the Pentateucb. betrays by its
style a coînparatively late date is thus met :-l 'Moses,
putting aside aIl question of inspiration, wvas a man
of extraordinary powers and opportunity. If hie -%vas
not divinely guided and inspired, as ail Christians
believe, be must have heen even a greater geîuius
than hie has been generally reckoned. Me had huad
the highest cultivation possible in one of Egypt's
most enlightened times ; and after his early train-
ing in science and liter-ature, bu had lived the con-
templative life of a shepherd in, Mîdian. We find
hum then, witb a full consciousness of bis beavenly
mission, coining forth as legishator, historian, poet, as
wull as prince and prophet. Such a man could not
but mould the tongue of his people. To thein bu
was Momer, Solon and Thucydides, ahl in onu,
Every one that knew anytbing of hetters must bave
known the books of tbe Pentateuch. Ai Mebrew
hiterature, as far as we kaow, wvas in ancient times
of a sacred character ; at ahl events, no other bas
come down to us ; and it is certain tlîat writers on,
sacred subjects wvouId have been deephy imbued with
the language and the thougbts of the books of Moses.
Eastern languages, like Eastern manners, are slow of
change ; and theru is certainhy nothing strange in
our finding that in tbe thousand years froin Moses to
Mahacbi, the saine tongue wvas spoken, and the saine
words intelligible :especiahly in books treating on
the samne subjects and wbere the earlier books must
have been tbc constant study of ail the wri ters down
to the very hast. It is said, on the authority of
Freytag, that the inluabitants of Mecca stili speak the
pure hanguage of the Koran, written 1,200 ),cars ago.
Egyptian papyri, witb an interval of i,ooo years;
between thein, are said by Egyptohogists to exhibit
no change of hanguage or of grminar. Wc must
not reason about sucb nations as the Israelites, with
their comparative isolation and flxeduess, froin the
Exodus to the Captivity, on tic saine principles; as
we should thiak of the peoples of modern Europe,.
ivhere so many ehements of change have conspired
to alter and to saould thueir hanguage ad their littx-
ature. The hanguage of the Pentateucli then is jus.
what the language of Moses would probabhy have
been-simple, forcîble, with archaic flormns and ex-
pressions, but. having formed aad stamped ai future
language, stihi readihy intelligible to the hast."

Tic co-operation of natural causes witi providen-
tial supernatural arrangements is admitted. Thus
in regard to the ninth Egyptian Ilplague " of dark-
ness, we have these remarks :-"1 This inflictioni was
speciahly calcuhated to affect the spirits of the Egyp-
tins, whose chmef object ofworsbip was Ra, the Sui4-


