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The Fotinder of the Order of Ouir Lady ôt Charity
and Refuge (Good Siiepherd).

H -E Beatitication of the Venerable John Eudes, whieli
took place in Rouiie on tlie 25t1î of April, Good Shcp-
herd Sunday, wvill bie celebrated at the Convent of
the Oood Siiepherd, 0tta-%va, by a Solemna Triduum

whieh -%vill begin on the 13t1i of Deceniber next and end on the
l5th.

Blessed Johin Eudes. the fatiier and founder of the Order of
Our Lady of Charity, wlîose memnbers are lcnowvn throughout the
wNvorld as tlie Sisters of the Good Shephierd, was born on Novem-

ber l4th, 1601, at Ri, in the Diocese of Seez, near Argentan,
Normandy. The early hife of our hero wvas distinguished-for bis
piety and mnieekness, traits of chiaracter tlîat lived mitlî Iim until
his death. 1-le hiad a mnost intense devotion to Our Lady. So
intense -%vas it. that lie chose lier for his spouse, placing a ring
on a finger of one of lier statiws and signing, this inarriage cou-I tract witl bis blood.

Mileni lie hiad reaclîed the age of fourteùn, hie -%vas piacedl
under the eare of tiiose great educators of youtlî-the, Jesuits-
at their College, Royal du 'Mont, in Caen. ilere his native abil-
ity and talent, allied to, application and industry, won for lîim a
lpremnier place of honor. The years sped on,: and it came to, John
Enudes to choose, his state of life. Already in his lîeart the clîcice
liad been mnade. Ile w-oîld be a priest, liewould dedicate himself

* to the service of God. li*e wvas ordained to, tlc priesthood in
Paris on the 2Otli of Dee.nber, 1625. Nowv began in truth bis
Clirist.like mission. Never, bis biographer tells us, since the days
of St Vincent Ferrer, d id any -Missioner attract suclivat
crowds. At one p)lace -10,000 people gathered to liear him, and
lus wvords -were clearly understood biy al]. He possessed in a
uîarkodl degrce ail the qualifications -%vlielî go to, flic xnaing o£
the truc Apost.le of Christ. lis learning was profonnd; bis
kinowledge of thie Seriptuires far-rpehing; his zeal indefatigable;
luis couragre indonmitable; luis w'ay -iinning, and bis hcart tender
and compassionatz te flie fauits- of otliers. low like to the Mas-
ter lie -mas in lbis apostolate!

'When the terrible plague scourgcd flic towvns of Argentan
anud Caen, Johin Eudes braved tlic danger of contagion, separat-

cd ht;in.sclit froui bis brethren that, lic inighit slued the Gosp,ý1 lighit


