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T IE past six months have been simply unique.TA most abundant harvest hag hcen followed
by ail autumnl almot evcry day of wlîch an Onta.
rio farmcr couldi work comfortably ini bas field. Vie
oldest inhiabitant can scarcely remember a season
miore productive ail round or an autumn wîth so fewv
days of disagrecable wcathcr. Surely the Schcmcs
of the Church should fare weil this ycar. Last ycar
Canada had little wheat. to sei. lProduction and
cons"''iption camne dangcrously ncar balancing one
anothtr. This vear Canada wilI cxport millions of
bushels of whecat at fairly remunerative prices. WaiI
the surplus swell our mission funds ?

IT is well for Dr. Briggs that lic is not a pastor.
If the ten-thlousandtio part of the dissatisfac-

tion existed in a congregation in regard to its pas.
ton that cxistcd in the Ameracan Church in regard
to Dr. Briggs the pastor would have to leave on very
short notice. 1Even his friends would advise him to
resign " for the sake of peace." for " the good of the
cause " and for variaus other reasons. A Gencral
Assembly cannot make Briggs resign, but a few
lavely cranlcs in a congregation, co-operating with
one or two officious members of Pnesbytery. can
force the resignetion of almost any pastor in the
Church. We are flot throwing stones at the Amer-
ican Churci. Jt vould probably be just the saile
on this side uf the line.

T HE principal questions remitted to Prcsbyteries
for consideration should gladden the* heart

of every loyal Iresbyterian. They are questions of
wvork the very existence of which proves that our
work is progressing. Il we necd a paid secretary
for the Foreign Mission wiork, ia is because that
work has grown apîdly wthin the last fewv years.
Il there is an imperative demand for the services of
students in winter. it is because the acea of our
Home Mission field bas greatly increased. The
Presbyteries should wrestle gladly and gratefully
with these problems. Ours is no failing cause.
The Church is growvîng and the energy. enterprise.
liberality and faith of the people should growv with
it. Complaints are often made, and justiy made,
that there i% no oppotunity to discuss these ques-
tions in the General Assembly as they should be
discussed. There is ample opportunrty.now. Pres-
byteries may deliberate as long upon them as they
please.

TII ERE tan becfnu zeabnibe duubt that theTbeautifuiy-illuminatee dddress un exhibition
and for sale in a second-hand bookstore in Ottawa
is the addreFs presented by thîe General Assembly
to the Marquis of ILorne in iRS2. The internai
evidence is more conclusive than the evidence that
Sir Philip Francis wrote the letters signed " junius."
Even our Iligher Critic.îsm friends could scarcely
hope to prot~e that the original autograph is flot
genijine. The only question to bc discussed is how
Mh addness found its wva; to the counter of a sec-
ond-hand bookstorc. Perhaps the Marquis, being a
Presbyterian, gave it to bis butler or some other
servant for Sabbath afternoon reading. The ser-
vant, no doubt a Scotch Preshytenian, with the
well kni~n natiûjça1 aptitude fo.r making a penny,
may biave turned the document nto the '.ulgar
channels of trade and commerce. The bookseller,
we are told by tbe Ottawa correspondents, expects
to get $25 for tl'e document. We bope he may If
he does be wili be the only human being that ever
got any bencEt from documents of that kind except,
perhaps, the artist wbo îlluminated them. It is highi
time that the Gencral Assc mbly bad put a stol, to
the address business except on very special occa-
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sion. Tit -) :t> uf rPac.i> teianà may bc taken
for granted. If the whole truth wcre known pro-
bably the Marquis 61 Lorne and other distin.
guislied people consider addrcsscs an unmitigated
nuisance Why should the General Assembly bore
people ? That pleasant duty may bc lcft wvith per.
fect safety in tbce hands of municipal corporations
and of societies of various kinds.

1T is casy to talk an a scvenc or patronîzmng way
about Vuebcc and the IPrcncm. Anybody cati

say that the province is dccply in debr. that thera is
a deficit in rcvenue cvcry yean, that the credit of thte
province is low and that the Frencli people are to
cassly cxcited and too casily lcd. Loud talk about
Cjuebec politicians bcang I rotten to the corc " neither
mends matters nor shows that the taîker has any
political vîrtue himsclf. Violent harangues against
the Catbolic religion and jîngo threats to" drive the
French anto the sca " make matters worse. The
plain, liard facts of the case arc that Quebec as in
the samne national ship with the other provinces and
if the Frcncb province scuttles the ship ail must go
down together. A crisîs in Quebec tvîll force a cnasis
on the rest Of tÙI ominiun. zlîould the contending

rparties an Qucbec unite against the othen provinces
-and thcre as somc evîdence that a union of the
Bleus and Nationalists i bing cr'nsideied-thc mcevi-
table result would be a rupture of the 3oifderation.
A chain is no stronger than ats weakest link. The
Dominion is no stronger tham Quebec. W<ere the
matter not so serions it would bc amusing to bear
Ontario people speaking of Quebec as if that
province wenc a foreign power that wve may probably
take up arms against some day. For botter or
worse wve are in the samne boat, and if Quebec makes
shipwreck Ontario may have an anious time pulîng
for the shore. And the question ariss-what shore i

T HERE bas been much discussion of late in
England of the causes which lead so many

people to leave rural districts and rush into the large
centres of population. The cities grow rapidly
wbale many villages are becoming depopulated.
Various causes are assigned for the movement city-
ward. Among others the dulness and monotony of
village life, the lack of congenial employment and
the dificulty of secuning promotion, are given as
some of the chief reasons why many leave their vil-
lage homes and face the battle in big cities. So
mucli interest bas of late been taken in this matten
that tbe Grand Old Man, with a keen eye on tbe
coming general elecion, is inaking improvement of
village life a plank in the Lîberal platform. The
census returns show tiiat a stampede towards the
large cities as goîng on in Canada. In fact the re-
turns wenc not needed to showv that the rush to the
large centres is quite as marked in Canada, in propor-
tio ' to the population, as in England. Every intel-
ligent man could sec long before the returns were
published that the movement was going on. There
nced be no doubt in the mind of anybody that this
rush to the large cities is a bad symptom in more
ways than onc. It is bad for the Churche ',ecause
liberai givers and good worlcers are taken fnom corn-
gregations in wbich tbey are greatly needcd to swell
the numbers in congregations large eîîough already.
It is bad for tbc villages and smaller towns because
it drawE aivay capital, lowers the pnace of property-
in fact makes somctbang like ruin al round. The
presenit condition of loronto shows pretty conclu-
sively that the boom created by the rush cîtyward is
a very doubtfui blessing even 10 the cities rushcd
into. It would be anteresting to know bow mnch of
t.he capital invested in Toronto " goose pastures
was brought in from tovns and villages and rural
districts wbere it mîght have been usefully and prop-
erly employed.

A an illustration of the good work the Christian
AEndeavour Society is capable of doing we

subjoan one or two extracts from a circular, recently
issued by the Correspondence Committee of the
Chicago Christian Endeavour Union :

The cummittee consmsts of 160 members-the presîdent,
vice-presidcnt and secretary of the union, and one member
frorn each of the 157 societies composing the union. The
presîdent, vice-president and secretary compose the Executive
Gommate of the Correspondence Cnmmîuee.

The Commartee bopes ta provide a Christian welcorne and
a Church home fcx every new camer ta Chicago, ta extend the
greeting of Cbr;ç*'s love ta men and women, before they are
met by the almost overpoviering temrtations of aur ciîy lifé,
Thousands of voung men. and many younjz wornen, coame ta
Lhicaga ta make thear way an business, nlot knowing whera
they came a single persan in the çity, no one iram whomt ta
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CI,= avcIls îho îgebit of the borne love
s at op sarnny!Fus ta ' kcari£"gbteot which camrforts and

uttr; A. r a (ail. To ftie n, eager (ùr conpanionship
and for a littie happines, the saoons, theatres, conctrt halls,
billard roomns, race tracks, open widc arnu of welcomne. Shahl
Christ'# Churc h not go out into the by-ways and hedges arii
brng tbem in ?

By a system of extensive advcrtising the Commit.
tee cxpcct the principal fcaturcs of their excellent
schcmne to become widely known. Thcy add -

If the carrcspndlag secrctary of aay Christan Endcavour
Society, or any miemrber of any such Socicîy, ci any Ch:'stian
a the world, knows ayone who is comning, or has corne, ta
Chirage, whom tbev wtsb to have surraunded liy Christian
influence, welcomed by Chrîstians into Christ's Churcb, or
holpcd in any way, let them writc a leiter ta, the Secretary of
the Christian Endeavour Correspondenco CaMMuIcee, 148
Madijon Street, Chicago, Ill., VS. A. ln this letter let ihem
Rive the fui: name, the Chicago address, a description of the
person ta bc wlcomed, their denominational pretercnces,
and any particulars which wouid guide us. The Secretary
%-ill send the Icuter ta thee member cf the Society nearest the
a0dress given, and that mnember will îmmediateiv cail on the
tw-comner and extend ta hlm ail Christian courte3y and
evt'y privilege his patticutar branch et Chttst's Chuzch cau

Wlhcn it is remcmbered with regrct and sadness
how many young people of promise, on going tu
live in large citics whcrc temptations abound, have
drifted away fromn the wholesomc influences wviîl
wbich they wcre surroundcd at borne, surcb a
metbod as that undertaken by the Chicago Union
tvill bc hailed as a movc in the rigbt direction. It
tvill prove a great blessing to many.

WVOMEN'S TEMPERANVCE CON VENT. 0Y".

A CCORDING to the fltncss of tbings the World's
Women's Christian Temperance: Union met

in Boston, the Hnb of this ilethen nniverse. As tbat
institution has ramifications over the wvade wonld, and
as the intellectual centre of western culture wvas as
convenient a place to assemble in as any other. no
reasonable fault can be fonnd witb tbe selection of
Boston as the scene of the gaffhening. Tbe Conven-
tion that met under the auspices of this cosmopoli-
tan movement was in many respects a remankable
one- A religious .infiuence pervaded the meetings,
devotional exercises being a prominent fecature in tbe
proceedings. It wvas ai widely representative gather-
ing. Delegates were present fromn almost ail Eng-
lisb-speaking countries, as wvell as from Synia, India,
China, japan, the South Sca Islands, and other re-
mote lands. Continental Europe and South Ameni-
can countries do tiot appear to bave bnen particular-
ly well represented, probably for tire reason that
among the Latin race the tempenance cause bias nat
made ii:e pro,-ress it bas done in Anglo Saxin com-
munities or i i those countrias wherc Anglo Saxon
influences aie more directly felt. British North
Amenica, from tbe Atlantic to the Pacific, had dele-
gates in attendance, and fault cannet bejustly found
witb the character or stnength of the Canadian dele-
gation. A significant featune of the international
~.onvention was the presence of Cathoiic delegatea.
Various indications have of late been observable
that temperance reform is advancing within the fold
of the Roman Catholic Churcb. Severai dignitanies
of eminen:e in thîs and in cther lands are strentunus
in their adv'icacy of abstinence principle5, and cn-
operation ini moral reform with Roman Catholics
will doubtle-ss have good results.

The dec:rations of the various meeting places
wure prufust;, and in ce-tain instances formed lm-
pressive ubjc-ct tessons to those that beheid them.
One of the reports tells us that upon the stage in
Tremont Temple there wvas an immense globe
girdled with white ribbon, and beneath it the motto.
in gold letters, upon a white silk ground, "Christ
for tbe World." Passing over the profusion of flags
and ban ners and such customary decorations, there
was festooned twice around the hall the world peti-
tion, in forty languages, with over two million signa-
tures, whicb is to be presented to every existing gov-
crnment, calling attention to the need for prompt and
effective legislation to restrain the evils oi' the drink
trafiic.

Sevenal ladies of great ability and influence
took a promînent part in the proceedings of
the Convention. Lady Henry iomerset came over
from Englaiid to attend the Convention and evi-
dently, as much on account of ber earnestness and
personal wvorth as in deference to ner social influence,
was greeted with the utmost cordiaiity, the British
National Antbem baving been sung in ber-honour.
She was proposed for president and would donbtless
have been elected fhad she not aeclrned the bonour,
whicb, however, it wilI be generally recognized as


