January, 1897,

HSEOUN
o3 -#b"‘ T

Tan

BY SHIRLKY DRENJBON,

or undor the wmore high sounding oye of

chiromancy, we have an ingenious system

by which it is attempted to tell, not only a
person’s character, but his future. This may or
may not be a truo science, but it is ut least a
study which possesses so much intorest as to rendar
it worthy of a fow mnoment's attention.

In considering it, we aro doing so in good
company, a8 not only the iearned Arabians and
Magi of the East, but such intellectual giants as
Solomon, Aristotle and Plalo ave said to have

" engaged in it.

The leading signs by which charactor is dis-
cerned and the future forecast, are to be found
in the shape and length of the fingers, their joints
and in the mounts and lines of the palm of the
hand, Stars too, and crosses, circles, spots and
triangles have a part to play in this drama of
description and prophecy, but theirs are minor
roles and cannot, within the limit of this articlo
coms in for full discussion.

To properly enable one to study a hand, it
should be taken when neither hot or cold, and
heldin astronglight. When the time comes for the
lines to be examined, the palm should be slightly
contracted. The left hand, as showing the natural
bent of the charscter, is first to be studied, but
the conclusions drawn from it must be compared
with and corrected by observing the correspond-
ing signs in the right hand, which show the re-
sults of training upon the natural disposition.

Taking the fingers first, as the Irishman says,
it may be well to begin with the thumb. In our
chart, the joint, (or phalange to use a technical
term) marked A, governs the will. If broad and
long, the will is firm and resolute ; if only broad,
wo have obstinacy ; and if short and narrow, a
weak will. The joint, marked B, is a guide to
the mind. If well developed, we find a logical,
practical nature ; less development shows a
smaller portion of these qualities. It is usual to
compare both joints together ; if of equal length,
neither will nor reason will get the upper hand ;
and the character is well balanced. If one ix
longer, the corresponding quality predominates.

Beginning at the tips of the fingers we find at
least four varieties, the square ~nd, asat D, on
our chart ; the spatulate (tlat and widening at the
end) as at C; the rounded seen at E;and the
pointed, as at F.

If square, we generally find a practical, com-
mon-sense nature, capable of iiard work and re-
solution. Tho spatulate end, denotes activity,
self reliance and often selfishness. The rounded,
shows love of the beantiful, a poetic nature, enthus-
iasm and thoughfulness. The tapering, as
pointed, indicate dreaminess, ideality aid want
of will. .

Finger nails if short and strong show courage,
critical faculty and a love for upholding opinions
once formed. If shaped like filberts and
polished, they are typical of sensitiveness and re-
finement, but indicate a lack of resolation.

Each finger has its name. The first is Jupiter,
it neighbor Saturn, the third Appoile, the forth
Mercary. 'When all ave long and well formed,
they show a sense of dignity, caie for one’s
appearance and dress, and an apitude for detail.

hen shorter, the nature is more active, tactful
and livelier, also less reserved. The finger of
Jupiter if long, shows pride and a sense of honor.
That of Saturn, if spatulate at the end, shows a
somoewhat morbid and superstitious Jispesition.
If aquare tipped, this finger will denote prud-
ence and healthy religious temperament,

Ix palmistry, whether known under that name,
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Tho third finger, like tho beautiful God of the
Sun hinself is identified with love of beauty,
literature and art. If this finger is particulnrly
long and woll shaped, it is a sign of a poetic
nature.  If longer than tho first finger and spatu-
late, it donates, says the sagoes, a love of gambling.

The little fingor that of Mercury, discloses an
aptitude for business and skill in diplomaocy : if
pointed, intuition and eloquence are present ; if
squared tippad, ense in exprossing oneself, and a
fondness for research appear; if short, the quality
of unsclfishness is presont. A knave or rascal is
kuown by various marks of a bad hand appearing
in company with a little finger baving a spatu-
late tip.

The knots at the back of tho fingers now
deserve somo attention. Long fingers with knot-
ty joints and squnre tips show a philosophic mind
and a persistont search for truth. In fact
prominent knots are a sign of reasoning power
and love of science and calculntion.  Their ab-
sence shows a tendency to jump to conclusions;
to act on impulse, and to reach decisions by in-
stinct rather than by any deliberato mothod of
deduction.

We must now look at the palms of the hands
to consider palmistry proper. If the hand is
slightly contracted, there will be seen, in most
cases, a lump at the base of each finger. These
are the mounts, and they share with the finger vo
which each belongs, the names of the Divinities

D already given. That

— E av L is Jupiter; the

¢ next at M is Saturn;

N is Apollo, and O is

Mercury.  The large

mount at R is Venus,

That at the side of

the hand marked P is

\ Mars, and the one

below it, at A is the
Moon.

The Mount of Ven-
us measures the ex-
. tent of our affection.
| If abnormally large,
and the thumb shows
a weak will, while the
Head and Heart lines
indicate poor judg-
ment and wmcontrol-
led affections, it may
be a very bad sign.
If of normal size and
in good hand it shows a loving, kindly nature.
Grace and love of pleasure are other signs of a
well developed mount of Venus. If the mount
is only slightly apparent, a hard, selfish nature
is revealed.

The other mounts .hare the qualities of their
corresponding finger. 1! instead of 3 mount, the
place is flat, there i3 neutcality. and if a hollow
appear, the opposite qualities are seen. Thus
Jupiter shows alaudable ambition and sqnse of
honor and dignity; if there is a hollow instead,
the result will be idleness, vulgarity and lack of
self respect. If on the contrary, it is too large,
it denotes the presence of excessive pride. A
cross appearing on this mount foretells a happy
morringe. A star, the gaining of some great
ambition.

Saturn is the mount of fatality. If properly
developed it telis of success, forethought anu
good fortune. This is especially the case when
the line of Fate (line No. 4 in chart) runs up to
it. When this mount is too large, the mind is
sad, and fearful of the future, especially of the
future life. *

The Mount of Appollo is the Parnassus of the
hand. Here dwells beauty, art, literature and
poetry. Its absence tells of a lamentably material
and colorless existence. It may be too prominent,
and then frivolity aud ostentation are present.

The Mount of Mereury if well defined, denotes
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intelligence and love of scionce, commercinl in-
stinct and tact. Too much of Morcury intro-
duces falschood and dishonesty. Tts nbsenco
means a lack of brain power.

The God of War claims the mount marked I,
aud when his claims aro recognized wo sce an
ardont and somoewbat flery nature, courage and
vegolution. This may develop into tyrany and
oruelty if apponring in oxcess. Ita absence shows
a want of courage.

Dreawy imaginative people have the Mount of
tho Moon (at Q) highly developed. It is n good
sign, but too wuch of it loads to melanchioha
and, whaero the line of the head comes down upon
it, and a weak will is indicated, mndness.  Peo-
ple wlio have no such mount are unromantic,
practical and dogmatic.

Of the lines, which aro about to be notice,
three will be seon in every hand. Thoy are those
of the Life, the Head and the Heart. They may
be faint or distinct, broken or well defined, long
or short, but in somo form they will always ap-
pear. It is not so with the other three main
lines. Though generally visible, some hands may
be wanting in one or all. These latter are the
line of the Life or Health, the line of Success or the
Sun, and the line of Fa'e or Saturn.

Tho line of Life is numbered 1 in our chart, and
runs round the Mount of Venus. If long, well
marked, even and unbroken, it means a long life
and good health, Sometimes it isattended by a
second line following it all or part of the way.
This increases the chances of long lifo and happi-
ness. If wide and pale i -stead of deop and red,
it shows an evil disposition or ill health. Should
it be broken or intersected by cross lines, especi-
ally when tho same interruptions are seen in both
hands, accident or illnesses are to be fenred. The
direction of any intersecting lines should be
noticed. If they come from the Head line, the
illness will spring from the mind; if from the
Heart line, heart troubles are the cause.

The line of the Head is numbered 2 on our
chart. Beginning (properly speaking) with the
line of Life under Jupiter, it soon separates and
runs obliquely across the hand te the Mount of
the Moon. If long, well defined and unuroken,
it shows a continued unclouded intellectual life,
sound judgment and menory. A very short line,
or one which is pale and wide, are signs of weak
intellect. Treachery and deceit are visible where
the head line is long, thin and narrow. A fork
rising from this line to Mercury foretells commer-
cial success, - *

The line of the Heart (No. 3) is, at its best,
clear, straight and well colored ; rising on Jupiter
and stretching well across tho hand. It then
shows a capacity for honest, unselfish, abiding af-
fection. Any breaks that occur, spoil it by telling
of inconstancy. A succession of small links Jike
a chain, show many flirtations. A cold tempera-
moent is indicated by a pale, wide line; ardent,
passionate love in a line of a deep red color.
Should this line gu around the side of the hand,
it betrays jealousy.

Thu line of Fate or Saturn, o tell of success,
should run straight up and down the paln, asis
scen in line 4 on chart. If it does this, ending on
Mount Saturn, good fortune will attend the
owner's efforts. Any brenks however are so many
obstacles, and short line means unfulfilled am
bitions. Where it is absent, it indicates a dull
oxistence, with nn striving or wish for success.

The line of Health should take the direction
scen in line 5 oa thke chart. It then meaus good
health. Biliousness is seen in a winding line,
foverishness in a red one. A dull, wide line
shows declining health.

The line of the Sun (No. 6) when deep and
ending on the Mount of Apollo, denotes success
achieved through effurt, and ultimate attainment
of fame. If rising from the Head line wo have
creative genius ; i from the Heart, power of ap.
preciation only, of art and beauty



