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The Royal Insurance Company
Royal and Queen  has purchased properties on
im New York.  William St, New York, and
the Queen Insurance Co., pro-
perties on Maiden Lane, for the purpose of erecting
office buildings to be used principally by these
companies. The locality is destined to become the
fire insurance centre in New York.
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The “Review,” London, England, is

Downon  always refreshingly frank - and out-
Abstatmers. spoken. Regarding the mortality of
abstainers, it says —"*We are not

prepared to enter into an actuarial discussion as to
the longevity of total abstainers, but -amongst our
acquaintances the most hopeless wrecks that are going
around at present with rheumatism are men who
have been total abstainers during their whole lives.
One or two others ranging from a quarter of a cen-
tury to thirty years are quite broken up. In other
words, it is possible to have a long life, and yet not
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Because one event succeeds an-
Sasitation aud other, with which it has an
Doath Rate.  apparent connection, it by no
means follows that these events
are cause and effect. When, however, a certain
action is performed that is designed to produce a
given effect, it is a strong presumption in favour of
the action having succeeded in its aim when the
designed effect follows. The health department of
New York was administered last year with excep-
tional vigour and intelligence, and the deatn rate
18.15 per 1,000, was the lowest recorded for that
city. Here, cause and effect seem to be sO manifest
as to be beyond cavil. From a merely pecuniary
point of view it is a paying business for a city to
have its health department vigorously administered
under the guidance of scientifically trained experts.
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The election of Mr. Byron E.

Mr B.E Walker Walker, as member of the

Elected. Board of Educaton, Toronto, is

creditable to the 0,052 citizens

who gave him their votes and placed him ahead of

over forty candidates. Mr. Walker, on being inter-

viewed, said he had no “fals” to exploit in regard

to educational affairs.  The public school system

rather needs a strong broom to sweep away the iads

that have grown up within it, and to strip off some

of the “frills” to which attention is given to the

detfiment of real, practical education. The present

system and practices are comparable to the capital

of a pillar being chiselled with elaboration, while the
base of the pillar is left half finished.
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President Wells, of the Tax Com-

New York  mission, has made public the figures

Assessment. for 1903, for the department. Sub-

ject to revision between January II

and March 31, the realty figures for 1903 are:

ManhBtIAN sossse sorsss cosass onsrsess oo $3,607,159,4!1
I'he Bronx....oee veee ’ 237,774,112
Brookly. ceees RPNV 848,196,612
QUEEN S aasare vanssessters 122,662,690
Richmond.cevass oe 41,221,974
Total,evesne TP T T LD . osvasevess $4,766,910,369

The personalty is reported as:
MARhBERN. oo chosssesvoes sonsnnrsinst 83,890,390.845
The Bronx..ee sasese RPN T 11 53,863,811
Brooklyn . csseess seense enanenobesss ye 518,819,733
QAR08+ cavans seshrrrsassseenets o 6,250,873
Richmond cesees sovvnorrvacrees sunes cout 18,818,410
) ﬂ.b“,lﬂ,"ﬂ

TotMl socese soes ssosre soseasssses
The increase in bank assessments  is $64,119,394

the tax increasing $646,927.33- The assessed values

of real estate of corporations for 1903 was $28,976,
495 The estimated value for 1904 is about $35,000,
o000, The assessed value of special franchises as
made by the State Tax Commissioners for 1903 was

$235,184,325, with little change.
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