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~ a very few exceptions,

Fearful Results

- of Collision
Head-on.
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T e B

gind Blows Out Signal Light
~on the Marquette Railway

“Scenes as Dead and In-
Jured Are Taken from the
“ Wreck, -

gion  this | evening of two passen-
trains on the Pere Marquette railroad.
 mile west of Hast Paris, and six
east of this city. The eollision,which
head-on, was caused, according to @
ent issued by the officials of the
‘réad at, the general offices iv Detroit, by
“the high wind blowing ouf the red’ signa’
.at. ‘McCords, where the westbound

in, No. 5, should have stopped and re
| orders to pass the eastbound train

e officials deny a report that 2 mis
understanding of orders on the part of one

' 'of the engineers was responsible for the
igion. Aoccording to the statement of
officials the trains were to have me:

: passed at Oakdale Park, but to hely
 th ‘eastbound train the dispatcher issuec
1 orders, fixing Fox as the meeting
m The eastbound train received it
i s to this effect and the westbounc
should have received this order at Mc

. QCords. Instead it rushed by this statior
and- ‘the operator there, after reporting

£ . found on going out to the plat
&: form that his red signal light, which hac

been burning two minutes before, was ou'
Enmlbl extinguished by the high wind
that was- lowin( :

With a Fearfy! Crash.

and smoking cars
iced to a pile o
ines were COm-

N perpendicularly in a ditch at the
e'of the track.

g Frank Waterman, who sur
¢ says he and hi
E. B. Moon, were caught like
a trap before they had time  t¢

.quylhcneversawthc
L train. The crash and th
‘moans of the' injured were heard by nea:
Py fdfmers who rushed to the sceme t

Jend assistance. No person occupying car
other than the baggage and smoker, witL
was seriously in-

"“Within two minutes the uninjured male
and those of the train crews

who were not hurt had begun the work
| of rescue. Traveling Agent Frank Hewitt,
! of the Pere Marquette, who was on the
train bound for Detroit and who escaped

— " with slight injuries, telegraphed for a

2 sufferers.

surgeons. Guided by
grosps and cries from the ‘wrecked cars,
the rescuers by the light of lanterns
deived into the wreckage and with fence
pails and timbers for levers, pried out the
A special train bearing sur-
geons and officials was made up here im-
mediately after the news was received and
_ srrived at the wreck at 7.15 o’clock. Those

of the injured who had been extricated
were taken into the train and given emer-
gency ‘surgical aid and the officials joined
n the rescue work. When all the injured
fad been taken out the hospital train was
rushed back to Grand Rapids where am-
bulances were in waiting to carry them
to hospitals where all arrangements had
been made for their reception. The un-
injured passengers were also brought here.

The Dead and Dying.

The first body discovered in the wreck-
age was that of Engineer Stoddard, of the
eastbound train. Terribly crushed and
mangled it lay under part of his engine.
Close by was a body so crushed that posi-
tive identification was then impossible,
put it wae supposed to be Stoddard’s fire-

Edward Burns.
Charles Chambers, of Ionia, and John

wrecking train and

ost, of Clarksville (Mich.) were found |

se together, pinned down by tons of
-is. Chambers was conscious and
1 the.rescuers to extricate his uncon-
+ eompanion, Post. The first efforts

: and Trains Speed to a Fear-
. ful Meeting — Distressing

The traind met with a terrific crash, the |
T behind the en |

22 KILLED IN
TRAIN WRECK.

o=

sueceeded only in loosening the mass of
debris so that it bore down heavier on
poor Chambers, who was suffering great
agony. More powerful levers and more
helpers finally lifted the mass sufficiently
so that the two men could be pulled out.
Post recovered consciousness only long
enough to give his name and address on
the hospital train. Engineer Frank Water-
man and Fireman F. B. Moon were dug
out of the wreckage of the baggage car
that was following the engine and pulled
through the car window. The uninjured
passengers proved themselves heroes in
the dangerous werk of rescue.

When the ial train returned to
Grand Rapids it brought five bodies in
addition to its load of injured. Rescuers
claimed that they saw at least three more
bodies under the wreckage where only a
derrick could extricate them, when the
apecial left the sceme. The wrecking train
ran to the scene as soon as the track was
cleared by the special returning here.

List of the Victims.

The list of dead as mearly complete as
it is, possible to make it at present is:—
-Engineer Charles A. Stoddard, of the
castbound train, Detroit.

Baggageman William Hemrich,westbound
train, Grand Rapids.

Fireman Fronk Burns.

Baggageman Wagner, of Detroit.

Among the injured are:—

Chas. West, Saranac (Mich.), skull frac-
tured, both legs broken, left hand torn
off, probably fatally injured.

Harry Marcus, president E. H. Marcus
Company, New York, left leg fractured,
injured about shoulders. .

C. W. Botsford, Farmington (Mich.),
badly injured about head, face and body.

Geo. Neil, Grand Rapi conduetor,
left leg broken. : : )

Chas. T. Chambers, Tonia, injured about
head and right leg. :

John Post, Clarksville (Mich.), mnose
broken, possibly skull fractured, serious.

The other injured are all residents of
this section of the state. ;

Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Baldwin, Milliken
(Mich.)

Louis Baldwin, their son.

Lester Williams, Lansirg (Mich.)

Mrs. Daisy Giles, Lowell (Mich.)

Burt Myers, Grandville, or Lake Odessa
' Mich.) ;

Walter Jordan, Grand Rapids.

Joseph Hull, colored, Windsor (Ont.)

Austin Wagner, 192 Sixteenth street,
Detroit, baggageman.

Charles A. Devine,

0. M. Gillet, Burr Oak
Mich.)

Allen H. Wells, Big Rapids.

Peter W. Wierenge, Grand Rapids.

Geo. Palmer, Detroit, American express
\gent on No. 6.

Wm. Smith, Saranac (Mich.)

Four unidentified men.

{eart-rending Scene

In the cafe coach of the ill-fated east-
ound train which was demolished as far,
ack as the rear of the forward trucks,
me of the most shocking of the many
-ragedies of the wreck was enacted.

Section Foreman Linden J. Baldwin,
vife and son had spent Christmas in
yrand Rapids and were returning to their
ome at Milliken. Between the man and
vife, sitting on the top of the car seat
nd playing with a bank received as a
‘hristmas gift, was their little son. The
rash came and all three met death. A
beam flying through the air struck the
child, beheading him. Mother and son
were found together on the floor of the
cafe car.

The first relief train
brought in the injured and

Grand Rapids.

BVHC

gent out from here
those of the

dead who could be recovered without the |

aid of the wrecking outfit. The injured
were rushed to hospitals, where everything
was in readiness for their reception. The
second relief train, with the tool car and
steam crane, was sent to the wreck as
goon as the temporary hospital train had
arrived here. Within twenty minutes the
wrecking crew had taken out eight bodies,
each one of them frozen gtiff. They were
brought here and sent to the morgue.
Shortly before noon a third train from
the wreck arrived with the last of the
bodies, those of Engineer Stoddard and
Fireman Burn, which had been found be-
neath the wreckage of the engines.

. General Superintendent Smith inter-
viewed Operator Booth at McCords last
night and said today:—

“] have no reason to doubt the state-
ment of Both that his light was burn-
ing two minutes before No. 5 passed Mec-
Cords and that the wind extinguished it.
He is an c!d oprrator and has been in the
employ of the road several years.”

Superintendent Smith said: “This is

the first wrect in which the Pere Mar-
quette ever killed a passenger on its own
train.”

Coroner Hillier empanelled a jury today
and the remains of the dead were viewed.
The coroner says the jury will not sit be-
fore January 1, and in fact he is unable
to state the day when it will begin its in-
vestigation. .

In Driving Blizzard.
There was no chance of the fast' run-

* Gatherine St, Montreal, Que

or Portland |

ning trains to ses each other through the
driving blizsard in time fto even slow
down. The westbound engine drove
through No. @'s engine like a wedge, sep-
arating the gear from the boiler and
standing the latter on edge like a broken,
twisted shell. The running gear was
crumpled up like so much twine. Great
cast steel side rods bent into many shapes
and even the steel tires of the big driving
wheels split and sprung from the wheels,
landing in some cases ten feet from the
engine. The boiler of engine No. 397
turned over several times and the very
force of the twisting impact seems to have
been the means of saving the life of En-
gineer Waterman. He was flung forty
feet over the fence at the edge of the right
of way. Moon, his fireman, was gitting
on the opposite side of the cab and he,
too, was thrown clear of the pile of
wreckage.

As the trains came together the steam
domes of each boiler blew off, releasing
their contents, else there would have been
added horrors from the blistering steam.

No. 6, eastbound, was composed of a
mail and baggage car, combination smoker,
buffet parlor car, day coach and diner.
The: baggage coach caught between the
engine and heavy train, crumpled up like
p:'«tsteboard, only the roof remaining par-
tially: unbroken. The big blind mail car.
heavily bulkheaded, took the brunt of the
blow, but withstood the crash, and com-
municated it to the smoker next in the
rear. The smoker was swept clear as the
mail car telescoped its entire length and
turned over at the north side of the irack.
The smoker in turn crashed several feet
into the parlor car and it was at the rear
end of the smoker and forward end of the
cafe car where all the passengers were
killed and injured. From a space six feet
square the bodies of two women, a boy
and a man were taken out.

Sixty Miles an Hour-

The westbound flyer with heavy bulk-
headed cars, swayed on the rails back of
the baggage and mail cars and the pas
sengers- on this-train escaped serious in-
jury. As one man they rushed from the
train to assist the less fortunate ones on
the train from this city. Many stripped
warm avercoats from their backs and cov-
ered the suffering injured as they were
borne to the less shattered cars of No. 5
Nearby farmers turned out with blankete
and did valiant service. ;

According to statements made by offi-
cials of the Pere Marquette, the west
bound train was traveling down grade at
sixty miles an hour. The eastbound train
was climbing the hill at forty miles. The
former carried probably seventy-five pas-
sengers, while the latter is believed tc
have been carrying at least 125 persons.

The two trains collided about the mid-
dle of a long, sweeping curve. On the
inner side of the curve is a high embank
ment, preventing a view of the track
ahead. When the engines met, one turn-
ed completely over and lay headed in a
direction opposite to that in which it had
been traveling. The other climbed the
wreckage of the first, its boiler torn from
the trucks, standing erect in the center of
the debris.

$200,000 FIRE AT
- TOY, NEW YORL,

Troy, N. Y., Dec. 27.—Troy’s fifth big
fire within a few weeks broke out today
in ‘the business portion of the city and oc-
casioned a loss of $200,000.

The flames originated in the bake room
of A. W. Hollister’s wholesale and retail
grocery, 335 and 337 River street, and
spread so rapidly that the four story brick
structure was aflame from cellar to roof
before an alarm was sounded. The fire
spread to Fitzpatrick & Draper’s  big
wholesale and retail tobacco factory to
the north and the Troy furniture company
building on the south. Cruchley & Co,,
furniture dealers; J. W. Alexander,crock-
ery and china depot, and the Troy belting
and supply company suffered extensively
from water.

“But how do you keep a cook when
you live in the suburbs?”

«] threaten to discharge her every day
and my wife does discharge her each
week.”’—Brooklyn Life.
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TERRIBLE STORM
DOES MUCH DANMGE

Many Vessels Are Wrecked
and Lives Lost on New
England Coast.

WIND BLEW A GALE.

Blizzard Strikes New York, and,
With Heavy Snowfall and Biting
Cold, Caused Much Suffering--
Pall of Darkness Hung Over City
at Midday; Lights Had to Be Lit.

Boston, Dec. 26.—After one of the mild-
st Christmas days. a winter’s storm broke
over New England today and was account-
able for a number of marine disasters.
Up to 7 o’clock tonight three wrecks had
been reported and several other vessels
had been in distress. One of the wrecks
cesulted in the loss of three men.

A number of little fishermen at New-
port were caught off shore but all man-
aged to reach port, although several men
were severely frost-bitten.

The storm centre passed over southern
New England during the forenoon and the
snowfall throughout this section was quite
heavy,especially in Maine and New Hamp-
<hire, while wind ‘vélocities reaching more
+han fifty miles were reported from some
points.

The northwester which set in as soon
18 the storm center had passed off the
coast brought with it clearing weather
and a cold wave and tonight the baro-
meter is rising rapidly while the ther-
mometer is dropping.

Reports from Maine and New Hamp-
<hire show that the storm in that part
of New Er}gland was very heavy and the

terrupted.

About eight inches of snow fell in this
city but the fall was much heavier in the
north and west.

Two Fishermen Loat.

Cohassett, Mass., Dec, 26.—After losing
wo of her men while haddock. fishing in
the bay yesterday, the :schooner Helen
Jones, of Boston, Captain Manuel Ban-
dura, narrowly escaped being wrecked on
‘he rocks to the westward of Minot’s
light during the heavy storm :today. ‘While
anchored about 500 yards from shore and
pounding heavily, a volunteer crew pulled
off to her in the teeth of the raging snow
storm, but Captain Bandura, feeling that

and that he would be under, a lee before
many hours, refused to ‘abandon his ves-
gel. Three of the crew, however, went
ashore. Yesterday two members of the
crew, Eliot and Lewis,, while hauling
trawls, were blown out to sea and lost.
It is believed they hailed from Boston.

Today when three of the crew went in-
to the liftboat the captain ordered them
back but they refused to go back.

Four Fishermen May Be Lost.

Provincetown, Mass,, Dec. 26.—The
storm today caught a large fleet of trawl
fishermen in the bay and nearly every
one ran for this port, so that the harbor
tonight is crowded. The Gloucester
schooner Caviare came in ‘ this forenoon
with her colors at half-mast for four men
whom she failed to pick up after the
storm broke. She searched several hours
for the men who were in two dories haul-
ing trawls. The missing men are Michael
Russell, of Gloucester; Henry Bellevieu,
of Pubnico; John Moulesong, of Abrams

Mr. and Mrs. E. W. McCready left Sat-
urday evening for a few days’ visit w
Montreal.

Dr. Chas. Shaughnessy, of St. Stephen,
who has been in poor health, has gone 1
the Adirondacks to pass the winter.

Harold S. Waite, son of 8. P. Waite,
of Andover, has been taken on thz stail
of the Bank of Nova Scotia, Woodstock.

R:v. L. A. Lockbart, of Bristol, Carle-
ton county, hae sold his property in that
village and will move to British Columbia.

The many friends of Ven. Archdeacon
Neales will be p.eased to learn that he is
recovering from his recent illness.—Wiood-
stock Dispatch.

George J. Vaughan, who has been spend-
ing eome time in St. John under the med-
ical treatment of Drs. MeIntosh and Mel-
vin, returned Monday. It was found
necessary to remove his right eye as the
sight was completely dstroyed, a result
of tumor growing on the back part of it.
Mr. Vaughan is doing as well as can be
expected. It is thought the left eye will
not in any way be affected by the opera-
tion.—Sussex Record.

Says the Sussex Reeord: “John G.
Browa, who has spent some time recent-
ly in Blairmore, -Alberta (N.W.T.), has
returned to Sussex, where he purposes
spending the winter. Bert A. Brown,
who haw been employed at Wardner (B.
C.), #f epending his holidays in Sussex. I
Frencia Lovegrove has been placed in the
ﬁ‘a‘ucy in the Bank of New Brunswick
ere, made vacant by the transfer of D.
. , of St. John. Mrs. H. How-
d and three children, of Blairmore, Al-
berta, are visiting Mrs. T. C. Howard.
J. Trueman’ Steeves, of Hillsboro, has
joined the staff of the Bank of Nova
Scotia, Sussex.” .

Mrs. Moody and daughter, Miss Doris
Moody were passengers to St. John Mon-
day en route to Sussex, where they will
epend Christmas. Later they will go to
Fredericton to reside during the winter
months.—Digby Courier, Dec. 25.

Mrs. W. H. Jones is confined to her
house at Torryburn with an attack of
broachitis.

V. A. Landry, of Weymouth (N.8.),
editor of L'Evangeline, is at the Royal.
Mr. Landry eays his journal is bounding
along well and has lately pushed into Bon-
aventure county, Quebec, where 250 names
were added to the subscription lists this

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

On Chrigtmas eve, Rev. J. H.. MacDon-
ald, pastor of the Fredericton Baptist
church, was given by the ‘male memberr
of his church and congregation a beautiful
fur-lined coat.

Rev. ‘Silas James, Methodist minister
_at Gagetown, is seriously ill and not ex-
pected to recover: Rev. James Crisp, of
Gibson, has been called to his bedside
and went down Saturday afternoon-

James Sipprell, son of E. M. Sipprell,
will shortly enter upon a practical study
of ‘mining and follow that up with a term

of study in mining engineering af MeGill.

The engagement of Miss Muriel Adar
Thomson, daughter of John H. Thomson,
to Walter Harrison, of the Bank' of New
Brunswick, is announced.

Mr. F. M. Tweedie, manager of the
mines located on . Princess Royal Island,
left Yor the north yesterday on the steamer
Tees. MHe was accompanied by his
brother, Joseph L. Tweedie, who arrived
in the city yesterday. Both are sons of
Hon, L. J. Tweedie, premier of New
Brunswick.—Vancouver World, Dec. 17.

Saturday’s Fredericton Gleaner eaye:
“Chief of Police and Mrs. Clark, of St.

John are spending a few days with Dr.
W. H. Steeves, Charlotte street. Mrs.
Charles Whelpley was able to be dowa
stairs yesterday for the first time for a
good many months. Miss Ada Walton,
of St. John, is spending the holiday eea-
son With her sister, Mrs. P. D. McKen-
zie. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dyer, of 8t.
John, are visiting Mre. Dyer’'s parents,
Ald. and Mms. Maxwell. Thomas S.
Evans, who left here 32 years ago, return-
ed a short time ago from Colorado and is
at Long’s Hotel. Before coming east he
sold his lumber business and saw mill and
will remain’ here for the winter at least.”

Principal Patterson, of Acacia Villa
gchool, completed his 74th year on De-
cember 14. On that day he was given a
very fine black goat carriage robe and a
beautiful string of sleigh bells by his boys
and associated teachers.

John Magee, of St. Andrews, is spend-
ing a few.days in Moncton with his son,
J. B. Magee, of the I. C. R. audit office.

Hon. John Burchill, ex-M. P. P., is con-
templating a trip to Europe and the Holy
Land. He will leave about the New Year.
—Moncton Times.

A. R. Trentowsky, of Halifax, is visit-
ing friends in St. John for a week.

Sherman Peters, of Gagetown, arrived

year.

T A Boplie’ Boyeil; of 8%, Joli, '] in 19 city en the late train on Saturday
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the wind was shifting to the westward

B e oo o e

L3
y
|

River, and Peter ——, of the Magadelen

Storm Caused Darkness in New York at
Midday.

New York, Dec. 26.—A driving snow
storm accompanied by furious squalls that
at times rose to almost hurricane force,
struck the city early today. Lowering
black clouds pressing down on a bank of
sea fog and the dense character of the
snow fall combined to produce for nearly
half an hour so deep a darkness that lights
were lit in all the down town streets and
along the river fronts.

Many ferry boats and other craft lost
their bearings and the harbor resounded
with the whistles of vessels cautiously
groping their way through the gloom.
Ocean steamers bound in and out were
compelled to lie to wuntil the darkness
lifted. The ferry boat John Gourley,
carrying immigrants from Ellis Island,
crashed into the steamboat Taurus off the
Battery, but both vessels escaped with
slight damage.

The darkness lifted almost as quickly as
it settled and the snow was succeeded by
clearing skies, high gales and a rapidly
falling temperature, the mercury going
down from 34 to 19 within three hours.

So fierce was the "gale during the after-
noon that many pedestrians were thrown
down and in some instances werc seriously
injured.

‘Around “Cape Flatiron,” at Broadway
and 23rd street, the wind raged in gusts
of almost cyclone fury. One man was
dangerously hurt by being struck with a
fragment of a large plate glass window
blown out of an adjacent building.

Towards evening the wind, which had
at times attained a velocity of sixty miles
an hour, died down, the mercury continu-_
ing to drop until at 10 o’clock it touched
seven above. In all about a dozen persons
were reported injured by falls or by fly-
ing pieces of debris. The snow fall was
about half an inch.

Fgars for Schooner's Safety.

Block Island, R. I., Dec. 26.—The fish-
ing fleet together with two Newport ves-
cels which were caught-off shore today in
the storm had all Teached port tonight
.with the exception of the schooner Eli-
nora Hill, and it is feared that she has
met disaster. Her .crew consists of Cap-
tain® Arthur Dodge, his brother, Bernard
H. Dodge, Christian Nickerson, Albert
Anderson and Albert Ward. All except
Ward 'have families on the island.

Nearly every vessel which came into
port tonight had geveral frost-bitten men
on board. The wind blew fifty miles an
hour here. Y i

Barge Wrecked.

Westerly, R. 1., Dec. 26—The barge John
W. McKay, in tow of the tug Bully, bound
with four others, all empty, from Newport
to New York, struck on a reef off Watch
Hill today. Her crew of two was rescued by
axe crew of the Watch Hill life saving sta-

on. o

The McKay either broke adrift or struck a
reef and parted her two. line. The rest of
the tow apparently kept on without knowing
of the disaster to the steam barge. Nearly
everyone in the life boat was more or less
frost bitten by the time they reached shore.

FOUR OCEAN STEAMERS
XCHMNGE WS GREETRG

Vessels Were About 50 Miles Apart
--Etraria Arrives at New York
Badly Iced Up.

New York, Dec. 27.—The Cunard line
steamer Etruria arrived this morning from
Liverpool and Queenstown. The steamer
had light” to moderate weather with a
very rough sea.
the weather became stormy, blowing a
hard gale with intense cold, and flying
spray becoming ice a8 it touched®hull and
rigging. The Etruria was so heavily coat-
ed that the hull showed dazzltng white
along the entire length. The traces of
net work and rigging looked like a mar-
vel of the confectioners’ art. The gang-
ways were filled with ice and the masts
and rigging were also covered with ice.

On Christmas day the ship was in touch
by telegraph with the steamer Minne-
haha, fifty miles distant ahead. This ship
was in communication with the Philadel-
phia, which in turn was in touch with
Le Bretagne, bound east. The four ships
exchanged Christmas greetings.

Among the passengers was Percival
Phillips, war correspondent of the Lon-
don Daily Express, on his way to Japan,
and Lieut.-Col. Sumpter Ogilvie, Royal
Canadian Artillery.

A0BBERS HOLD TOWN
AT BAY WHILE THEY
L00T BANK SAFE

Fort Worth, Tex., Dec. 27—A special
from South McAlester (I.T.), to the Rec-
ord, says:

A bold bank robbery, attended by a
desperate battle between a poese of eiti-
zens and the rotbers occurred at Kiowa,
a emall town 16 miles south of the city to-
day, the robbers eecuring and destroying
‘about $28,000 which was in the bank.

The men gained entrance to the bank
building through a rear window. The
fist charge of nitro glycerine made no
impression on the safe, but the noise
aroused residents of the town and soon a
posse composed of fifty men was comgre-
gated in the stock yards at the rear of
the bank.

A volley of hots was fired at the build-
ing and was at once returned by the sen-
timels of the robbers secreted on the out-
side of the structure. An almost inces-
eant fire was kept up for half an hour
during which time the robbers continued
their efforts to open the safe.

It required three discharges to force
the door. The third explosion was ter-
rific and almost completely demolished the
safe as well as the interior of the bank.
Paper money wae blown to ghreds, large
quantities of mutilated bills being left by
the bandits. After looting the eafe the
robbens left the buuilding from the front
and backed off into the darkness, keeping
up a fire on the posse.

It is said that one of the robbere was
killed.

The bank officials place their monetary
loss at $28,000. It is believed that the
bandits made away with only a emall
part of this sum, the paper money being
almost altogether destroyed by the explo-
gio=.

. A poewe of United States marshals is in
pursuit of the robbers.

Uensumption causes one-sevenths  of all

| the deaths in the world. . .

On Saturday afternoon |
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ONITED STATES
DNORCE WS,

ordinal Gibbions lately declared that, ia |
his opinion, the worst evil from which the
Ameriican community is suffering is the
legal toleration of divorce. It is also re-
ported that President Roosevelt at mo dis-
tant date will advise congress to institute
an exhaustive examination of the divoree
laws of the several staves, with a view to
the devising of some remedy for their
dissimilarity and for the fortification of
the mamriage tie. There is mo objection
to euch am inquiry. It might, and prob-
ably would, help to create a cmrent of
opinion that would impell certain states,
in which the divorce laws are parti cularly
lax, to introduce reforms which, heyond
a doubt, are imperatively called for. It
ghould be distinetly understood, however,
that an amendment of the federal consti-
tution, which should en

SAD DROWNINGS
IN NOVA SCOTIA.

law for &ll of the
atares and territories, is out of the ques-
tion. Even if such a constitutional amend-
ment were not impracticable, its expedi-
ency is doubtful. Such a tremendous in-
vasion of the rights reserved to the states,
as would be the tramsfer to the federal
government of the exdusive power to
regu'ate mauTiages and divorre, would
throw the door wide open to & rapid
transformation of our present political
system into a unified and highly centiral-
ized government Tilke that of France.
; Thedssuusmmofﬂwexpedmemy of such
a_constitutional amendment is, however,
essentiallly academic, for never would it be
adopted by the prescribed number—three-
fourths—of the states. It never would be
adopted, bcause the people of the several
states would never agree as bo the scope
and character of a uniform divoree law.
The Catholics would imsst—by the tenets
of their meligion they are bound to insigt
__that divoree shall mever be granted for
amy cause- whatever. Marriages are some-
times, thouch very rarely annulled by the
Pope on canonical grounds; but a divorce
in the legal sense of the word never has
been, and never will be, sanctioned by the
head of the Catholic church. The omly
state in our unon which accemts the
Catholic view of the indiesolubility of
T} i3 South Carolina, which has mno
divorce laws. Members of the Protestant
¥ dhurch adhere, for their part,
to the pminciple that dfvomees shou'd be
granted” for one cause only, to wit. adult-
ery. New York, however, ig the only state
whidh has based its divorce law on this
principle. In twemty states and territories
wilful desertion for the short term of one
vear is a sufficent cause for the dissolu-
tion of the marmiage bond. Desgertion for
o years suffices in twelve states and
territories, and also in the District of
Columhia. A desertion for three years
constitutes an’ adequate cause in thirteen
other - states and perritories, including
Massachusetts, . Connecticut,
New Hampshire. A failure,
year,onrhhepamtnitﬂnehﬁbamd-bosup
pomt&;jerwi‘feisgrwundﬁoradi:voroein
sevem stabes. A lack of support is a suffi-
went cause, but mo time is gpecified, ‘m
nitne other states, induding ‘Massadhusetts,
Maine, Vermont end Rhode Island.

Now, it ds obvious that such laws would
not have been placed and retained upon
the statute books unless they had been
upheld by public opinion in their respect-
ive atates. It is, thersfore, mecessary to
adb upon public opimion in order to secure
even a moderate approach %o uniformity.
Abso'ute uniformity cannot be looked for.
Rvery one who is conversant with the his-
tory of divonce legislation in the United
States knows that it wonld be impossible
to secure the assent of half, or even a
quarter, of the etates—much Fess of the
required three-fourths—to the law govern-
ing absolute divorce in .the state of New
York. It ds much wiser, therefore, to
aim wt a practical improvement, which
could be brought about by the creation of
a wiholesome and earnest public opinion
that wou'd exercise a coercive influence
upon legidlatures in those states, the di-
vomee laws of which are exceptionally and
deplorably Jax.—Harper’s Weekly.

CANADIANS NOT WANTED.

.

(Continued from page 1)
it -would endanger the Russian interests
to undertake evacuation during the prog-
ress of the mnegotiations between Russia
and Japan for the reason that Japan
might seize the opportunity to invade Man-
churia.

The Chiuese government is so alarmed
at the prospect of becoming invelved in
the seemingly prospective war that it
would prefer that Russia should remain
in control of Manchuria. As an alterna-
tive the foreign office-has indicated to the
ministers that a settlement satisfactory to
China would be that Russia and Japan
should retain their respective treaty rights
in Korea and Manchuria if they agree not
to attempt the obtaining of further ad-
vantages in either country.

The Russian commander imperatively
requested the Tartar general to disband
his militiamen and to disarm them. The
Tartar general issued an order in accord-
ance with this request but it is under-
stood the men are concealing their arms
supposedly with the Tartar general’s con-
nivance.

‘Japan to Rush Raiiroad.

Tokio, Dec. 28—An extraordinary meet-
ing of the privy council today . approved
the issuance by the cabinet of an emer-
gency ordinance authorizing the guaran-
tee of the principal and interest of an
issue of 10,000,000 yen debentures for the
purpose of expediting the work on the
Seoul Fusan railway which is expected
to be finished by the end of the year.
The ordinance also provides for all pos-
sible military expenses for the protection
of the railway and other. interests.

It is believed that unless Russia modi-
fies her reply Japan will immediately safe-
guard Korea, though such a step will not
necessarily mean war with Russia.

[power comgress to
pass a uniform divorce

“Pa,” said little Willie Giggles, “is a
“family jar’ one o’ them kind that’s used
for preserving?”’

“Perhaps, my son,” replied Mr. Giggles,
“but not for preserving the poace.”’~Phil-

adelphia Press.
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Three Men All
Sinkin Same
Hole.

Two of the Unfortunate Vic-
tims Were Skating and
Broke Through the lce--
Father of One of Them Lost
His Life in Vain Effort to
Save Son.

P

-«

Amherst, N. 8, Dec. 27— (Special)—
Newville, a lumbering willage on the line
of the Cumberland Railway & Coal Co.
Road, was last evening the scene of a ter-
rible accident, Wwhereby Beverly Robert-
son, aged 40, his son Clifford, aged 14, and
James Lockhart, aged 21, were drowned.-

It seems that Ciifford Robertson, Lock-
hart, and others were on Half Way River
Lake ekating when the ice gave way and
the two fell in. Roberteon’s brother gave
the alarm and a crowd from the store
near by gathered. Among them was Bev-
erly Robertson. !

Clifford was holding on to the ice, when
his father pushed a board out to him, but
he was unable to get hold of it. His
father then crawled out to the end of the
board to assist him, when the board
broke and he, too, fell into the water head
first and was not again seen, the breaking
of the board causing the boy to lose his
hold and all three were drowned. The

crowd manned a boat and puched it out
to the edge of the open water, and just
as they reached it, the boat slid under
‘the ice almost carrying the rescuers with
it-

The elder Robertson leaves besides his
wife, a family of seven, he being their only
support. Lockhart belongs mnear - Can-
ning (N.S.), and was living with a mar-
ricd brother at Newville. Both he and
Beverly Roberteon were in the employ"
of the Newville Lumber Company.

Up to a late hour last night, when com-
munication with Newville ceaged, the
bodics had -mot been recovered. The
greatest excitement prevailed among the
tumbermen and mill men, and the fam-
jlies of the drowned men were almost
frantic with grief.

MOVTREAL MUST PAY
[O8 MILITIS SERVICES

Judgment Given Against the City for

$18,600 for Protection During
Longshoremen's Strike.

Montreal, Dec. 27.—(Special)—The city
was condemned Saturday by Judge Fortin
to pay $18,680 for the gervices of ths
militia of this district to maintain ort
on the wharves at the time of the lon
shoremen’s strike last spring.

The judgment forms a precedent a€
the responsibility of policing the he
front of Montreal.

Is Our Language Becoming Corrupt

In his article on this queetion in
per's Magazin e - for December, Prot
Lounsbury cites an amusing imagi
dialogue by Beatiie in which Swift,
cury, and a bookseller were suppose
be the pavticipants. It shows what 1
then considered corruptions of the E
lish language:

“Swift is disgusted with the expreesi
used by the tradesman, and begs Merc
to tramslate hie gbberieh into English.
few of the words and phrases, then in
cated as corruptions, are still strange
us; but most of them are now used ev!
day by those who are in a etate of «
tress because of the impending ruin
the tongue. !

“It is both suggestive and instruc@
to learn a little of this mew languag
which had just come into fashion, as Mer
cury gives Swift to understand. ‘Imstead
of life, new, wish for, take, plunge, etc,
he told thim, ‘you must say existence,
novel, dreiderate, capture, ingurgitate,
etc., as—a fever put an end to his exist-
ence. . . . Instead of a new fashion,
you will do well to say a novel fashion.
. . You must on mo account epeak
of taking the enemy’s ships, towns, guus,
or baggage: it must be capturing’ The
last word, we are told, had been import-
ed about twenty years before. Sort and
kind were unfashionable mouns, and in-
deed quite vulgar; description, on account
of ite length and Latin original, was bet-
ter. Instead of undervaluing your en-
emies, you set mo store by them. TUn-
friendly and hostile had both given place
to inimical. This word is said to have
come in at the same time with capture;
but though a great favorite it wae pro:
nounced differently by those who used it

“There are many other words axl:ci
phrases censured, some of which the ma-
jority of us would now think we could
hardly get along without. Line i
marked, feel, and g0, we are told m?et’
employed on all occasions, whether v:;re
had any meaning or not. ’I-nstead‘ ;f 5k
ing conduct, it ‘Was fachionable to eay rv
of conduct. You are received with y line
ed applause, or contempt th mark-

The warde o Kok be ;;‘ admiration.
of being forgotten, havin bl;m danger
out by feel. Accordingly gimn crowded
2 24 g ’ ad of 1
is with the following adjecti using
he feels anxious, af {i Ves, one says
ashamed.. 'Insbea’.d of Ea’ . ‘warm, eick,
arguments proved certain Yt‘;’g that ome’s
aszert that his argument, #8, we must
For reformaition, agas € went to proye.
learning/ to say r 0, everybody wase
a French word an‘:;mghthm latter beinp
English. Instead of for :\ other vile olg
becor'e fashicuable 4 ‘e_f“ture it ha«
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