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now asserts that If “the government suggested that the present govern- 
“ refuses this correspondence which ment was determined to give It a 
“ the house has a rtçht to see. he wider application and was acting the 
“will feel It his duty not to rest from part of a patent Incubator to hatch 
" the agitation until he has reached out all the boodlers there might be In 
“the higher and more potential par- the nest. Sir Charles then gave a 
“ 11 ament than Hurt which he has had summary of the performances of Mr. 
“ the honor to address.”

OTTAWA LETTER. Sir. Blair’s inference,as to whether the bargain was a pru
dent one.' - ,ч... So even If the 

facts showed a better balance, Is, to 
say the least, a rather careless one. 
There Is reason* to believe that the 
amount of traffic carried on other 
parts of the line was much greater 
than some otier years, and the bargain 
Is after all relatively so small that It is 
difficult to draw -conclusions from It. 
For Instance, Mr. Haggart was able 
to show an Improvement of $300,COO In 
one year in the balance of the Inter
colonial. If he had taken over the 
Drummond road in that year he might 
have claimed the whole result as 
springing out of that operation.

Of course the minister did not deny 
that the original bargain to pay $64,000 
a year was equivalent to the payment 
of $2,092,000 in cash. That Is the calcu
lation of the government’s own actu
ary, on the basis of the government’s 
latest loan, But Mr. Blair .says that 
the original scheme allowed the 
pany * per cent, interest, which was 
not extravagant. For though the gov
ernment could borrow money at less 
than 4 per cent., a railroad company 
could not do so. This would seem to 
be a rearon why the government

• should not pay Interest to the com
pany at the company's borrowing 
rates, but should pay to other credit
ors at the government’s borrowing 
rates. Mr. Blair did -iqt see It In that 
light. He remarked that when the 
bargain was made, Grand Trunk four 
per cent, oonds were selling at only 
85. It was true that a few months 
later they weqt up to par, v^hlch 
changed the, state of affairs. A smile 
Illuminated -lie face of some of the 
members when this remark was made, 
and they realized how much the Grand 
Trimk’s great bargain with Mr. Blair 
had done to Increase the value of its 
tends. While the minister commend
ed the first arrangement to pay the 
rental Instead of the capital sum, he 
now concludes that, the other way is 
better, and so proposes the change.

After a general- discussion to show 
how good a railway manager he was, 
the minister of railways went on to 
say that the Intercolonial balance 
would be better this year than ever 
before. Mr. Powell interposed a re
mark that the local fr eight rates were 
higher, which Mr. Blair promptly de
nied. Presently the minister admitted 
that a new classification of hay freight 
and of freights on wood vas made by 
Mr. Harris, which had the effect of in
creasing the charges. But most >f 
these changes had been cancelled, and 
lie b“4eved that in some cases flic 
excess charge had been returned.
• “That is so," said Mr. Foster. “Sev
eral repayments were made just on 
“he eve of the late provincial elec
tion.”

1 Mr. Blair suggested some • doubt as 
o this, but Mr. Foster said “I know 
t Is true, and you know it too.’’

The minister then Went on to give 
returns He S'talttVKt last year’s de-

• 'floit to be M Which Included four 
months’ rental paid to the Grand 
Trunk and Drummond county com
pany. The deficit the previous year 
had been $69,000, and Mr. Blair went 
into an elaborate explanation to show 
the causes of the Increase. It was 
entirely due, ha said, to the Tact that 
he had made the annual repairs and

^.maintenance expenditure in the 
spring of 1898 instead of postponing It 
until after the end of the fiscal year. 
The late government had been In the 
habit of doing this work after the 
first of July, and Mr. Blair had done 
the same in the year 1897. He made 
the repairs for the next, year before 

.. , July 1898, so that the maintenance
* c°upîe °5 I1 became ap- fcharges for that fiscal year had been

parent uhy he declined to bring down doubled, as he had done two years’ 
information. The one subject which* ’work ,n one. in this way Mr. Blair 
he was expected і o discuss more than figured out that the year ending 
smother was the result of the opera- June ms had been loaded down with 
tlons of the Drummond road during, at least $150,000 extra expenses. From 
the period which it had been under this we may Judge that the deficit 
government control as part of the In- would only have been $59,000 for that 
tercolonlal. It was three hours before year If the extra charge had not been 
Mr. Blair reached that subject at all, incurred, 
and when he got there he had abso
lutely no llghtto throw upon it. 
ly all the first hour was devoted to 
i-n attack upon the opposition for their 
hostility to the original Drummond 
bargain. He said that Sir Charles 
Tvpper attacked the original contract 
before he knew anything about it, and 
had advocated a connection with Mon
treal* by tlje North Shore route and 
the bridge at Quebec, a project which 
Mr. Blair contended was altogether un
practical. The Grand Trunk would 
not contribute to the Quebec bridge, 
end Mr. Blair woe sure that the, Can
adian Pacific would not do so either.
The government would have to paÿ 
heavily for this bridge. Mr. Blair did 
not offer any ibserva-.i.ons as to the 
present arrangements to subsidize this 
same bridge, though of course he 
knows that -he government is pledged 
to a large contribution.

Sir Charles Tupper Discusses 
An Important Constitu

tional Question.
!Blair and Mr. Fielding In using do

minion patronage to assist at local 
elections in their respective provinces. 
The speaker occasionally ventured the 
opinion that Sir Charles Tupper was 
wandering from the scene, but Sir 
Charles pleasantly discussed the mat
ter with the speaker, who thus con
tributed his share towards the post
ponement of Mr. Blair’s oration.

Mr. Thomas Meagher lives on the 
River St. Clare, on the Canadian side.
Last August he was in a boat on that 
Tiver with some eggs and cherries?1 
An American officer named Avery as
sumed that Mr. Meagher was smug
gling these goods Into the United 
States. With the help of another man 
hp captured Meagher to Canadian
waters, handcuffed him, took him On the motion to adjourn Mr. Blair 
across to the other side of the river, made a rather furious attack 
carried him to a hotel, where he tied Sir Charles 
him to a bedpost and kept him a day "sorry exhibition.”

! Is so good,
1 so economical, 
you really can’t 
afford to be 
without it.
A pure hard Soap.
5 cents a cake.

.Your grocer sells it.
If not, change your grocer, і

t ' com-

!A Case Where the Laurier Govern
ment Failed to Resent An Out

rage Upon a Canadian Subject
I
!It is of some interest to give a com

parison of the operations of nine 
months ending, April, 1898, with 
the operations of nine months 
ending April, 1899. ’ According to 
a return brought down after Mr. 
Blair negan to sptsk yesterday, the 
earnings of the Intercolonial in the 
first'pSHod wèrè' $2,346,524, and1 during 
the second period $2,805,618. The ex
penses Increased from $2,311,704 to 
$2,700,716. According to these figures, 
which take in nine months Instead of 
the eight Included by Mr. Blair, the 
balance In f'tvor of the road increased 
from $35,000 to $105,000. % From this 
must be takep the nine months’ share 
of the $150,000 extra expenses in the 
first year which Mr. Blair has escaped 
In the second year. Worked out this 
way, there Is a substantial shortage.

The minister energetically defended 
his department from the charge of 
cooking the accounts. He declares 
that the capital charges have been 
made on the same basis as under the 
late administration, that the rolling 
stcck and maintenance has been kept 
out of current expenses, at least to 
the previous standard, and that his 
balances are in every way as reliable 
as those declared by Mr. Haggart.

іupon
and what he calls his 

■ . He (thought sv.,
and a night. After this he was car- Charles’ followers must regard him 
ried to jail and locked up with com- with sorrow and shame, and Mr.. Blair, 
mon criminals. In the hotel he was himself expressed deep sorrow over 
exhibited as a trophy, numbers of the degeneracy of the opposition lead- 
people having been brought to the er. who he said had become

The Case of Col. Domville and the 
Militia Department in the House.

î
I

I*
John Charlton’s Latest Success—Two Divi

sions in One Day—Mr. Restock 
Vainly Opposed a C. P. R. Bill.

>«è<.... _ m _ , , , |,. ., щ щт common
bedroom door and invited to look at scold. Mr. Blair wanted to know why 
him. After he had been in prison for the Drummond agreement was not 
a week representations to Washing- asked for long ago if members want- 
ton affected his release. Now Mr. ed it. In. concluding he gave it as hie 

O'lTAWA.'iMav 9 —The most lmnort Cowaa' one jf the members for Essex, opinion that there could be only oneШШ0Шт — sarssasSe
“ that ^ L I4tc Clancy Is of the opinion that the Can- comniny.

that he aypnyw^of the principles adl6n government has been acting In 
«• ™ ^ Govettior General-acted this matter with uncommon délibéra- Mr- Foster asked that Mr. Blaii

as based on the factb set forth In tion. • give over this style of campaign and
^ the letter of His Excellency to Sir ----- return to common sense and ordinary
" Charles Tupper.” This action of the Of course If Meagher had been usage. Before his time no minister
governor general was die refusal to guilty of smuggling, which he says he 1 ever thought of asking the house to 
sanction the appointments made by was not. It would have been stUl a endorse an agreement which it had 
sir Charles Tapper’s government after gross outrage for a United States of- ! not seen and to withhold information 
tne election of 1893. It is a well un- fleer to come into Canada and carry ! on a subject which he himself was to 
aerstood rule both in this parliament him off. Mr. Clancy is of the opinion і brln- bifore the house. Mr. Foster 
and In that of Great Britain that any that the department of justice need I reminded Mr. Blair that it was not 
documents quoted or mentioned by a not have waited nine months -until for the house to accept his state- 
minister of the crown must on demand some member of parliament brought ments* In the absence of the docu- 
be laid on the table of the house, the subject up, before demanding re- ment8- because on some notable pre- 
There is a sound basis for this prin- paration. Mr. Cowan, the govern- ,vious occasions he had been found tc 
ciple. It Is Intended t<T provide That ment supporter, on whose motion the bave an exceedingly defective mem- 
all members of parlia nent shall be on discussion took place, justifies the ory- 
an equal footing in a discussion, if a government for doing nothing up to I vbirh Mr. Blair discussed before he 

JBjnlSter were allowed to quote from this point. He says that Mr. Mills j brou=ht it down turned out to be a 
papers to T’hlçh none but himself had could not be expected to any l Afferent affair from that whiclj the
access be would h6V9 ft double advan- action for damages until Mî,-4feàgh- bilnUter had described. Mr. Foster 
tage. He could quote so much 6І the er himself bad ЇЩіевІеї It, and that could not understand why the govem- 
paper as suited his purpose and WWV 1.0**Ki5tion for papers was the first ment was unable to furnish a state- 
bold the re»tt while no prisât* tnem- step in the transaction. This is a "tentas to the result of operations on 
ber could here any tïlê 6Î the infer- loyal defence, but it dees not convey the Dru4\monL<? a5£ cIose(* with
matlon. to the Canadian mind a full sense of a, a** МГ В|?ІГ Я attl^“de

the power of the Canadian govern- profound, sorroyr tW. tbe. oppositirçn 
ment to protect the people from out- , , and “Is followers was quite 
rage at the hands of foreigners. This Picturesque. Mr. Blair might weep If 
Is not a personal matter altogether, , e wished, but he would not be al=-
but a national affair, and the govern- ,to the same antics With
ment of Canada, not in the interests I ,9 chamber as he had occasionally 
particularly of Thomas Meagher, but t0 do with the house at Fred-
In support of the dignity of the na- erlcton- 
tion, should have taken action at 
once and caused reparation and an 
apology to be given. Even If Thomas 
Meagher should never say a word 
about It, the rights of Canada ought 
to be vindicated, and it ought to b< 
made clear at once that United States 
officers are not to be allowed to Invade 
this country and carry off Canadian
citizens. Certainly a motion for pa- Before Mr. Blair had spoken more 
pers is not necessary, as the govern
ment have already the papers which 
Mr.fCbWan asked for: The documents 
may be necessary for the Instruction 
of the house, but not for the informa
tion of the government.

ed the house by stating that he never 
expected to make much money out of 
the extension to Montreal during the 
first yéar. 
year to get the machine into active 

This declaration turned 
the memory of members back to the 
language used by the minister of rail- 
wyas almost exaçtly two years ago in 
introducing his first and ill-fated 
Drummond Railway Bill. In that

It took more than one

operation.

san
guine speech he said:

“ It is estimated that the gross earn- 
“ Inga for the year after the extension 
“ to Montreal will be $3,886.000, and the 
“ working expenses to $3,363,600.
“ other words, the gentlemen who are 
" responsible for the management of 
" the Intercolonial, and who have ad- 
“ vised me In this regard, estimate 
“ that there will be a surplus of $52,- 
“ 000 in the first year’s operation of the 
“ Intercolonial extended to Montreal.

■ “ New I deduct from the earnings 
“stated the $210,000 rental and get a 
“ net surplus of $310,000 as a result of 
“ carrying out this policy of exten- 
“ sion.”

In

And yet Mr. Blair looks for better 
things in the future. Not having 
much in the way of a surplus to show 
up to date, he promises a big balance 
in favor of the road in time to come. 
All the surpluses ever made will be 
less when added together thanthe 
surplus whi.'h he will have when the 
end of this year Is reached. Before 
returns are in for the whole year, this 
parliament will probably be 
rogued, and even if Mr. Blair’s pre
dictions are not fulfilled the critics 
will not be here In the house to point 
out his mistakes.

The minister of railways devoted a 
large amount of heated oratory to, a 
condemnation of the late government’s 
arrangement with the Canadian Pa
cific for traffic between St. John and 
Halifax. This agreement be described1 
as monstrous and improvident. He 
knew of nothing so bad in the whole 
history of railway management. Of 
course Mr. Blair was not foolish 
enough to repeat the statement made 
by some of his organs that the C. P., 
R. had free running rights over the 
road, but he made the statement that 
the Intercolonial officers were pre
cluded from canvassing for freight for 
the government line in preference to 
the Canadian Pacific line. The Cana
dian Pacific officers Were allowed to 
canvass the maritime provinces for 
business for thrlr road, but intercol
onial men cduld not solicit freight for 
the Intercolonial road In competition 
with the Ç. P. R.

Mr. Haggart assured the minister 
the thé contract provided for no 
such thing. It held the Intercolonial 
officers to neutrality between the 
Grand Trunk and the Canadian Paci
fic. They could collect all the freight 
they liked for the Intercolonial, but 
they were not allowed to Influence 
shippers in deciding whether the 
Grand Trunk or the Canadian Pacific 
should have the freight after ft left 
the Intercolonial. Mr. Blair replied 
that this amounts to the same thing 
because the Intercolonial has a long 
haul on goods delivered to the Grand 
Trunk, and canvassing for the Grand 
Trunk In Intercolonial territory is 
canvassing for the Grand Trunk It
self. One would suppose that the 
truth of this opinion would’ depend 
upon the locality where the freight 
originated. There is a considerable 
part of the Intercolonial which is 
nearer the Grand Trunk than It Is the 
C. P. R.

The first Yukon agreement

Such were the promisee. What of 
During the foùrthe fulfilment? 

months from March to July included 
In the last fiscal year the deficit was 
large. During the eight months from 
last July to March of this year Mr. 
Blair claims a surplus of less than 
$400: Altogether, Instead of $300,000
surplus there is a deficiency. We now 
understand why Mr. Blair hae discov
ered that he did not expect a surplus

8. D. S.

1
pro-

• So the rule is universally adopted 
that the Instant a minister makes use 
of a paper in the possession of the 
government It is open to any member 
to ask that the paper should be 
brought down. In fact, it is usual- to 
lay it on the table without such a re
quest. Sir Wilfrid Laurier has once 
or twice violated that rule. He has a 
disposition to play with the loaded 
dice. For Instance, last year he read 
a despatch from Lord Strathcona, pur
porting to be a reply to an enquiry 
from the minister, and refused to bring 
down his own message to which It 
was the answer. It was believed by 
many members that the despatch from 
Ottawa contained a falsehood, and 
that the oinly way to conceal the false
hood was to hide the despatch.

Oh the present occasion Sir Wilfrid 
promises to bring down the paper so 
far as the rules of the Colonial office 
allow. This reservation, it is feared, 
may be intended to excuse the with*, 
holding of- Important despatches, un
der the plea that they are confidential. 
A despatch from which Sir Wilfrid 
made quotations to justify his own 
position In the house o in hardly be 
too confidential for the use of other 
members, and If colonial rules are 
brought in te excuse the withholding 
of the papers, the rules will be the In
vention of Ottawa and not of Down
ing street.

the first year.

OTTAWA, May 11,—Following the 
rather spirited but prolonged intro
ductory discussion of the Drummond 
railway scheme came a quiet private 
members’ day, which closed with a 
big ball at Rideau, leaving the house 
rather thin in the evening. An epi
sode of some interest was the Intro
duction of Mr. Comstock, who ap
peared from Brockville with a retinue 
of several hundred attendants. Mr. 
Comstock does’ not appear to be a 
man who would awaken wild enthu
siasm or acquire a spontaneous fol
lowing such as attended him on this 
occasion. But Brockville Is fdtuated 
at a neat excursion distance from the 
capital, and the demonstration, ^was 
made a pleasure trip as well as a 
political affair, as was shown by the 
fact that more than half of the dele
gation were ladies. The excursionists 
wore red badges on which were con
spicuous the plain features of the 
patent medicine man who has ac
quired a few millions in ministering 
to the ills of the body physical and 
now in his«edate old age is giving.his 
attention to political diseases.

The discussion continued during the 
afternoon, Mr. Powell pointing out In 
detail the various motions which had 
been made for statements of returns 
to which no answer had been given. 
Mr. Wallace had the floor for nearly 
an hour after recess. Then Mr. Blair 
was permitted to take his vote.

mdn I

OTTAWA, May 10.—We have had 
four hours of Mr. Blair on the new 
Drummond deal as now proposed, and 
vt rv little more is known of the re
sult of the operations on the Montreal 
extension during the last year than 
was known before Mr. Blair spoke. 
Previous to the speech many mo • 
tlons for returns had been made and 
numerous questions placed on the or
der paper. No returns were brought 
down in response to the motions and 
the questions were r ot -answered. Mr. 
Powell had afeked for a statement of 
the receipts from the various stations 
on the Drummond ,lne, which state
ments are made up at the audit office 
in Moncton. He has not been able to 
get this return. Questions were asked 
as to the total receipts of that part of 
the railway and the expenditure, but 
no answers have ’ been given, 
minister of railways In this condition 
of affairs," without having brought 
down the contract which he had asked 
the house to authorize, rose to move 
the house Into committee oh the reso
lution tc purchase the road.

Near- He came then to the actual com
parison between the returns from the 
Intercolonial as extended to Montreal 
snd the Intercolonial as terminating 
at Quebec. During the eight months 
from the 1st of July, 1897, to the 1st of 
March, 1898, the deficit on the railway 
vas $71,000. The Drummond road was 
taken in in March, 1898, so that this 
whole sight months was for the Inter
colonial terminating at Chaudière.

Mr: Blair compared this with the 
return for the eight months ending 
Mftrch of this year, during which 
whole period the extension to Mont
real was In operation. In this period 
there was no deficit but a small sur
plus of $364 after the Grand Trunk 
end Drummond county rentals were 
paid. Mr. Blair thus figures out that 
there is a gain of $71,5Ç4 through the 
operation of the leased road for eight 
months.

But here we are confronted with the 
minister’s previous calculation as to 
extra expenditures for maintenance. 
As stated above, Mr. Blair explained 
that !n the first eight months of this 
calculation he made a large expendi
ture which he was not called иропЧо 
make in the corresponding eight 
menths of this year, seeing that he 
had doue it in the previous spring. Mr. 
Blair did not make clear what these 
sx'mmer and autumn expenditures 
amounted to, but as the total ex
penditure of the 12 months was $150,- 
000 In excess of what It ought to be 
we may assume that the summer part 
must have been responsible for close 
on' to $100,000. T3ie whole question, 
whether the Drumfnond addition 
unprofitable or not, depends 
ently upon the adjustment of this ex
penditure. Mr. Blair finds that he is 
$71,000 better off than in the 
period last year, and expects to carry 
this favorable balance on to the end 
of the 12 months. If he does he will 
be $106,000 ahead of last year. But he 
says himself that last year’s manage
ment was charged with extra ex
penditure amounting to at least $150,- 
000. If that is so there will be a short
age of some $44,000 in the current 
year as compared with the last year 
of the Intercolonial without the Mont
real extension. '

But thé great defect in the minister’s 
argument seems to be the failure to 
show how much the better showing or 
worse showing, whichever it may be, 
is due to the Montreal extension. He 
keeps no separate account, and no 
statement made by him shewed how 
the ordinary business of the road, 
apart from this addition, compared 
with previous years. Briefly, Mr. 
Blair’s statement is that the road 
makes $71,000 Better showing than it 
did without the extension, and there
fore the extension is to be credited 
with the result. But the Canadian 
Pacific railway and the Grand Trunk 
rallwoj without any Drummond addi
tion have shown still larger propor
tionate Increases in tlrelr earnings.

!-

Perhaps it is hardly fair to say 
that Mr. Comstock is only beginning 
his political career, seeing that he has 
been defeated on many previous oc
casions. It is said that there Is now 
a very close connection" between his 
accumulated wealth and his recent 
success In the Brockville campaign. 
It was a quiet and unimportant look
ing personage "who appeared In front 
cf the speaker while the galleries 
Vi ere crowded with the elite and 
others of Brockville, and the members 
to the right of the speaker buret into 
hilarious cheers. There were re- 
si onses from the gallery which 
caused a horrified expression to ap
pear on the face of the sergeant-at- 
erms and the learned clerk of the 
commons to begin a vigorous search 
for a precedent. M is a fiction that 
robody occupies the gallery. If a 
member • >f parliament "should chance 
to see a stranger there and mention 

. the fact to the speaker everybody 
would be turned out at once. Sir 
Charles Tupper had his eye on the 
gay and festive Erookvilllans, but 
made no remark, and It was the 
speaker himself, who, after the epi
sode was 'over, volunteered a state
ment. Of course he did not say it to 
the people in the galleries, because 
he was bound not to see them, but he 
remarked to the house that any per
son who was in the gallery was there 
entirely on sufferance, and that no 
applause or demonstration whatever 
was allowed from these upper areas. 
Two years ago when the Queen’s 
jubilee address was passed, followed 
by singing God Save the Queen, the 
people in the gallery joined in the 
music, but the speaker cn that occa
sion was Joining in the song and fail
ed to hear the singing in the galleries. 
It is sail that only once eiace con
federation have the galleries been 
cleared, and that was not on account 
of anything that occurred there, but 
because of occurrences in the house 
which it was not considered appro
priate to такі public.

The despatches have given a pretty 
full repart et the _ discussion raised 
yesterday by Wr Charles Tupper. The 
principle» laid dawn by the leader of 
the opposition that a retiring govern
ment remained for a time advisers of 
the crown, is la accord with the prac
tice under all responsible govern
ments. Actually the first instance in 
which such advice has been refused is 
the occasion of 1896. Sir Charles was 
able to cite instances in British his
tory, as well as the history of Canada, 
in which numbers ' of appointments 
were made by governments after their 
■defeat at the polls. Whether the prac
tice Is a 
been uni

The

The minister then went on to vindi
cate himself against the charges of 
corruption in this Drummond trans
action. He declared that the road was 
never offered for $500,000, but only the 
first part of it beiag not much more 
than half. The minister insisted that 
any charges df corruption that had 
been made were withdrawn, and that 
now there only remained the question

: As to passengers, Mr. Blair points 
cut that the Intercolonial gets $16 for 
every man it carries by its own route 
to Montreal, to Halifax, and only $6 
If the passenger goes by way of the 
C. P. R. and St. John. Therefore he 
holds that it is highly improper for 
the government to stand neutral and 
allow the passengers to go by way of 
St. John If It can divert them else
where.

і.

Ж Sir Charles and Mr. Foster protest
ed against the opening of the discus
sion until the house was In possession 
of full 
posed
make Ills statement, after which those 
who wanted more information could 
renew the request for a postponement. 
After some further discussion Speaker 
Edgar decided that the. resolution to 
go into committee was before the 
house, that Mr. Blair, Sir Charles Tup
per and Mr. Foster had spoken to It, 
and therefore could ьау nothing more. 
Objection was taken to this ruling on 
the ground that the discussion was 
merely preliminary, but as the Speaker 
held to it, Mr. Taylor moved the ad
journment, which gave everybody an
other chance, 
spoke for over an hour In a cursory 
review of Mr. Blair’s career as min
ister of railways, and more particu
larly of the habit he had of bringing 
In measures without furnishing the. 
house with information, and without 
even procuring information for him
self. Two years ago, when Mr. Blair 
brought in his first Drummond bill, 
he did not seem го know anything 
about It, and zhe same. phenomenon 
was observed when he Introduced the 
Yukon bill last year.

one or a bad one, it has 
L and Lord Aberdeen is 

the first representative of the crown 
under modern systems of government 
who has set himself up to establish 
the new method. Sir Wilfrid took the 
responsibility yesterday of saying that 
à prime minister after defeat at the 
polls had no right to offer advice to 
the crown and had no right to make 
appointments. This is a statement 
which explicitly condemns the action 
of the Mackenzie government, of which 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier was a member. 
As Sir Charles pointed out yesterday, 
Mr. Mackenzie made no less than 130 
appointments after the election of 1878, 
in which the Mackenzie government 
was defeated by a two-thirds major
ity In the house. Among these ap
pointments was that of Judge Tas
chereau to the supreme court of Can
ada, and that of.«Judge Weatherbee to 
the supreme court of Nova Sootla. 
These ate only a few of the Judicial 
appointments, and others were made 
of great importance. Lord Dufferin, 
probably the ablest governor general 
Canada ever had, sanctioned these ap
pointments without a word, and no 
one ever doubted the power of the late 
government to make them. Under 
similar circumstances the imperial 
government appointed a viceroy In 
India, created many peerages and 
filled many positions on the bench. 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier has now announc
ed that all this is illegal, thus con
demning his own action in 1878, and 
even pronouncing It to be impertinent 
and arbitrary.

I

information. Sir Wilfrid pro- 
that Mr. Blair be allowed to>

Again it may be remarked 
that the Intercolonial got considerably 

-less than $16 when the road terminat
ed at Chaudière at the time that Sir 
John A. Macdonald made the 
ment.

agree-

■Mr. Blair ignores these considera
tions. He now asserts that a great 
deal of revenue is lost by establishing 
and maintaining the train connecting 
the C. P. R. at St. John with the In
tercolonial. The result of this is to 
divert traffic from the long route by 
the Intercolonial, and if one may 
gather, anything from the minister’s 
declaration he intends in future to 
make it as inconvenient as possible 
for travellers to pass from Montreal 
to Halifax or from Halifax to Mont
real by way of St. John. There is no 
doubt that by the removal of these 
connecting trains the minister may 
be able to hamper traffic by the short
est route to a considerable extent. 
The convenience of passengers who 
may prefer the direct route of travel 
cr may have a desire to see St. John 
is apparently no part of the consider
ation.

It was rather surprising at the end 
of all this outburst of wild declamation 
against the bargain with the C. P. R. 
to hear Mr. Blair admit that it is still 
in force. The term expired at the end 
of last June, and the arrangement has 
been continued more than ten months 
and still goes on, in spite of its mon
strous character. However, Mr. Blair 
announces that he is either going to 
mend it or end It at some future time, 
the "date of which he does not men
tion.

And lastly, Mr. Blair rather surprls-

was
appar-Slr Charles Tupper

same

■

Col. "lomville has for some time 
filled a considerable space In the order 
paper with notices of questions and 
motions for papers relating to the 
command and proceedings of the 8th 
Hussars. He wanted to know about 
twenty things in respect to a transfer 
of stores of the regiment to Ol Mark
ham last November, and his ques
tions suggested that the transfer was 
Improperly made. The minister of 
militia had the matter stand over from 
day to day, but when Col. Demville 
pressed the question yesterday he got 
his answer. Apparently it was not 
very satisfactory, for it informed Col. 
Domville that the transfer was made 
on the highest military authority. . 
Again, when Mr. Morrison, acting for 
бої. Domville, made some enquiries as 
to whether Col. DomvITN had , re-

Sir Charles went on to speak of the , 
original project- of paying over two 
million dollars for a road that had 
been hawked about the country for 
less than half the price, and criticized 
Mr. Blair’s general scheme of trying 
to efface the Canadian Pacific rail
way by carrying freight 250 miles for 
nothing. In order to accomplish that 

-Mr. Blair was making large expendi
tures on - capital account, end was 
making great use of- them In local 
elections. Sir Richard Cartwright 
had spoken of the maritime prov
inces as “a nest of boodlers.” This 
statement Mr. Blair was attempting 
to Justify. Sir Richard here Inter
posed with the remark that he only 
refered to Nova Scotia when he made 
the accusation. Sir Charles thereupon

Sir Wilfrid says that Mr. Cham
berlain will not agree to the publica
tion., of what he calls “the secret dis
patch” Justifying the course of the 
government. Sir Charles will not be 
satisfied With that refusal. He says 
he Is well acquainted with Mr. Cham
berlain and believes that his views 
are not as Sir Wilfrid declares them 
to be. Sir Charles has himself care
fully refrained from mentioning the 
matter to Mr. Chamberlain, but he W. A. MACLAUCHLAN, SellingAgt., St.Joint
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When you get to the roof 
use our famous

Eastlake
Shingles
Galvanized, or Painted.

They look well and last well—are
Fire, Lightning and Rost proof
—and are quicker laid than others, be
cause of their patent telescopic side lock.

Be sure of enduring protection by 
getting genuine Easdakes, they never
fail

Write «s

Metallic Roofing Co. Untied
TORONTO.
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