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: bills: An act to further amend
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road superintendent . of

Supreme Court act, an act for the |

of the municipal corporation of
» township of Langley, an act fo fur-
» amend the Fire Insurance Policy
ind act to further amend the Sher-
iffs act. All were read a first time and
placed on the orders for second reading
1o-merrow.
QUESTIONS AND RETURNS.
Mr. Semlin asked  the hon. minister
mnee: 1. At what expense was the
of mining recorder removed from
hfield to Barkerville (i.e. to winter
ters)? 2. Was there any opposition
to such removal on the part of the peo-
ple living there? 8. Why was this of-
»so removed? 4. Is the assayer em-
at Barkerville competent to as-
refractory ores? 5. Has this as-
passed an examination for
t. At what cost were the
works erected? 7. Doces
covernment own the reduetion
on Island Mountain? If so, have
¢y been leased to any parties, and
What rental is to be paid; also the term
for which the lease is to be held, and
by whom*
Hon. Mr. Turner replied that the ex-
©was $300. The government did
'Uhiear of any opposition on the part
the people of the distriet; it was
“med more convenient to the residenis
erally to have the office at Barker-
. the principal business centre. 'I'Le
er has passed an examination for
The reduction works on 1s-
Mountain ‘are leased for $100 per
I and three per cent. royalty on
ores taken out.
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statute -{\w_»u'.nnssxor} to revise the
Lontes. s This comprises  simply  the
the Heon., Théodore
Sty 1z him sole revisor to
N P revise the statutes of
Epen g ¢¢ and the ‘statute law of
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' Provision under which Domiinion
istp shall be registered .in the land re-
IV ooffices of the province.
o Provineial government obtaining
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| 8 of the Assesment Act

| mittee rise, report

on ' government . shall

patents ‘in fee simple

es named or their successors.
| ‘government to pay the

money already received by the

: This arrangement is not to.

ffect the Sumas dyke lands, which are

‘ be conveyed by the Dominion to the
province as provided by the act.

- Mr. Macpherson asked the hon. the

provincial secretary: 1. Are there any
physicians receiving = government - aid

-where more than one practise in the

same district? = 2. If any, how many?
3. If any, name and district. 4. If any,
at whose request were such gtant. or
grants, and appointment or appoint-
ments, made?  -If by petition from re-
sidents of district, give names on such
petition, :

Hon. Col. Baker answered: 1. As-
suming that the question. means, ‘‘Are
there more than one physician in any
electoral district receiving government
aid?’ the answer is “Yes.” 2. Tive:
two. 3. A. M. Sutton, Nicola; E. J.
Offerhaus, Spallumecheen; J. R .Wil-
liams, Ashcroft; B. F. Boyce, Okanag-
an Mission; and R. W. Jakes, Midway
—all in Yale district. 4. M. Callanan
and H. Watt, 150 Mile House, lower
part of Cariboo district. 4. A. M. Sutton
and A. R. Williams by petition. In an-
swer to 5 several pages of names are
given. -

Mr. Macpherson asked the hon, _the
minister of finance: 1. Ts it the in*en-
tion of the government during the pres-
ent session to amend section 26 of tle
Assessment Act, as amended by seetion
Amendment
Act..1801? If yes, what will be the
nature of such amendment?

Hon. Mr. Turner answered: No.

The house then took up the considera-
tion of the report on -the Mischevious
Animals Act, which was considered and
further adjourned.

EDUCATIONAL FUND.

Hon. Mr. Martin presented a message
from the Lieut.-Governor conveyinz a
bill to provide a fund for educational
purposes by the sale of public lands.

The standing orders were suspended
and the bill then read a first time,

BILLS ADVANCED. 3

The Notaries bill was committed with
Mr., Stoddart in the chair. Hon. Mr.
Wberts moved that the committee rise
and report the bill complete - without
amendments.

Mr. Sword said he understood it was
the Attorney-General’s intention to in-
troduce some amendment in the direc-
tion of providing for the examination of
candidates for notaries.

Hon. Mr. Eberts said he had made
such a promise, but on looking at the
old act he had found that provision
was made for the Lieut.-Governor in
council to make ruies governing these
examinations. Mr. Eberts, however,
changed his motion to one that the com-
progress and ask
leave to sit again.

The report of the Royal Inland Hospi
tal was adopted and the bill set down
for third reading to-morrow.

WAGES BILL.

Mr. Kellie moved the second reading
of the wages bill, which, he explained.
provides tha: employes shall have three
months’ preference claim for wages, and
come in with the other creditors for any
bajance. ) i

The bill was read a Second fime. |

The line fences and water courses act
which merely corrects & mistake in the
present act, was also read a second time.

The Cattle Bill was aiso read a sec-
ond time.

NOTICES OF MOTION.

Mr. Adams—To introduce a bill to
preserve the trunk road between Ash-
croft and Barkerville.

Mr. Sword—For a retrn showing the
fees obtained for log scaling up to 31st
December, 1895; the localities where
such logs were scaled, and particulars
of each case.

Mr. Sword—For a return of all papers
in connection with the floating of the re-
cent loan of £420,000, including a copy
of the prospectus and of the instruc-
tions given to Messrs. Woolston and
Beeton.

Mr. Williams—For a return of the re
port of the provinecial auditors in refer-
ence to the- aceounts of W. H. Falding
and James ©Charles Prevost.

Mr. Helmcken—To introduce a bill to
amend - the distress for rent act, 1895.

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT.

Mr. Sword—As to the names of offi-
cial sealers, their salaries and the bonds
they have given.

Mr. Sword—Did the government res
ceive any intimation that they could
have the amount of the loan of £420,000
subscibed in Vietoria. If so, what was
the rate offered and what would have
been the amount received by the govern:
ment?

Mr. Sword—To ask the finance minis-
ter—Did you state in Montreal, as re-
ported in the Colonist of 2nd of Octo-
ber last, that parties weat on the stock
exchange in London and offered British
Columbia bonds at a lower rate than
they were selling at when you arrived
there? What amount of bonds were s>
offered? Did you call the attention of
the trustees of the sinking funds of the
province to this opportunity of making
a profitable investment of any funds in
their hands? :

Mr. Cotton—Has the government ap-
pointed any person as an immigration
agent to Eastern Canada or the United
Kingdom? 2. If so, what is the name
of such person, the amount of his sal-
ary and any allowance made him for ex-

! penses?

TWELFTH DAY.

Tuesday, Feb. 11, 1896.

Mr. Booth. speaker pro tem., took the
chair at 2 o’clock. Prayers by the Rev.
W. L Clay.

Mr. Rogers presented a petition in fa-
vor of. the use of traction engines upon
the Cariboo wagon road.

A counter petition protesting against
the use of traction engines upon the
road was read and received. The lat-
ter was signed by 450 residents of the
district.

; EDUCATIONAL LANDS.
“The house went into committee to con-
sider the bill providing for the sale of
land for educational purposes, transmit-
ted by message on the previous day,
Mr. Stoddart in the chair.

Hon. Mr. Martin moved that the com-
mittee rise and report the message and
accompanying bill to the house, and re-
commend its introduction. '

Mr. Semlin objected to this. He wish-

ed to know how the act was to be work-

$1 per acre, ihe pm-

| usual ‘to discuss

“The procedure of :
ctss the bill at its second

ment would take the house into its con-
fidence now theé members could discuss
the bill more fully., When the bill
came up for its second reading a mem-
ber could ‘only speak orce.

Col. Baker repeated
statement as to the practice of the
house. ° The principle of the bill could
be discussed on the second reading and.
in committee matters of detail could
be attended to, while upon report the
bill could be further amended.

Mr. Cotton disagreed with Hon. Col.

Baker.
"~ Mr. Kitchen thought the house should
have some reason why they should re-
port such a bill. If there is no unusual
cause for such & bill it should not have
been broght down in any form™like this.
It is now for the government to give
the house the reason why they sheould
report this bill to the house.  The house
néver acknowledged the practice of re-
contmending such bills without sufficient
information.

Hon. Mr. Turner said it was true
that this matter had been repeatedly re-
ferred to by the opposition -when: mes-
sages -have béen brought down. At
ecach session théy have made the ob-
jection -that it would be better to dis-
cuss the bills at this stage, but it has
always been found mote convenient,
kand, as a remark of respect to His Hon-
ory 'to report such ' bills at “once to the
house. There is plenty of opportunity
for dny member of the house to diseuss
this bill, and it is unnecessary to have
the discussion over twice.

Mr. Sword said that the finance min-
ister looked upon but one side of the
question when hé argued that it would
be more convenient to pass the bill into
the second reading before discussion.
He held it would be much more conveni-
ent if the government would explain
why they had advised His Honor to
bring down the measure. The minister
of finance knew that, when the bill
came up for its second reading, and he
had 'made a speech upon it, he' would
be debarred from furtber remarks. The
time for the explanation was now, when
he could answer all questions.

Mr. Semlin pointed out that the bili
is opposed to the land and the timber
laws and was making inroads into all
the established laws of the province.
Is it intended that the proceeds of such
sales shall go into the general revenue?
It is said that the proceeds are to be
used for educational purposes, but the
government does nnt pretend to show
how it will be applied for the purposes
of education. There are propers and
improper methods of securing such ends,
and the proposal before the committee
is an improper one in the interests of
the country.

Hon. Mr. Turrer said every explana-
tion would be given when the bill came
up for its second reading.

Mr. Macpherson said the only conclu-
sion he could arrive at is that the gov-
ernment have annihilated the credit of
the province and now wish to annihilate
the assets of the province by squander-
ing them away. Why do they wish to
sell 500,000 acres in one year, which at
the, lowest figures would return $500.-
000, when the educational eXpenses are
only $180,000? What do they wish to
do with a surplus like this? It must
bé that they are going to use this men-
¢y for some other purpose than that of
edueation. He thought. the people
should know now what the intentions
of the government are. 3

Hon. Mr. Turner remarked that the
government  cannrot use the money in
any other way than that voted by the
house.

Mr. Kitchen said it appeared that the
government, after making a loan of $2.-
000,000, find there is not more thau
$500.000 to their credit. They cannet
go on doing the business of the country
with this balance and a deficit of more
than $1,000,000 in one year. They are
pledged not to berrow any .more money
for two years; therefore they are going
to override the land laws in this manner
in order to work off the assets of the
province. The proposal is that the gov
ernment will sell the crown lands at a
time when there is no demand for
land; at a time when no private owner
of land puts his land in the market save
when compelled. The only effect of the
bill will be the getting rid of the tim-
ber lands of the province. You will
find very little demand for. agricultural
lands, though it may be that the -chief
commissioner has his eye ‘upon some of
the agricultural lands recently discover-
ed in East Yale. It seems:to me to be
a very unfortunate thing to have to ask
to put the lands of the province upon
the market in this state of agricultural
depression.

Mr. Kennedy said the ecarrying out
of the bill will mean the surrendering
of that restriction upon the sale of land
which the people of this province have
been striving for so long. There is
nothing in the bili to provide for the ac-
tual settlement of the lands. It is .a
principle that he objected to, and he
would vote against it in any form what-
eYer.

Mr. Williams - thonght the opposition
were asking for nothing unreasonable.
This bili is of vast importance. There
can be no question but that it subverts
the policy of the government and that
it places the crown lands in a more ob-
jectionable position’ than before. He
asked that the ‘government explain the
bill.  The opposition are not taken into
confidence, and they think in this mat-
ter that they should be. = He thought
they should have the views.of the min-
ister who introduced the bill.

Mr. Kellie said the explanation of the
whole matter was:to be found in the
fact that there was an opposition ecau-
cus on the previous evening—that the
opposition merely wished to draw the
government out.

Mr. Logers defended the method of
treating Crown lands as proposed in the
bill, and expressed the opinion that the
present policy of withdrawing land for
sale was not a wise one. The land
wias useless in its present wild state.

Mr. Semline made another attempt to
et the information sought. The member
from Kootenay had referred to this as
a trap. Largs as he is he is apparent-
ly ‘afraid of being caught in a mouse
trap. The member for Cariboo would
like to give the information, but he is
in the same position as the opposition;
he does rot know. All they ask for is
the reason why they should recommend
this bhill.

The motion of Hon. Mr. Martin re-
commending the bill to the house .was

Mr. Semlin replied that if the govern-

the premier’s

‘bill’ will- amend the aect so that

the bill incorporating the Asherof
@ariboo railroad. They received their
first reading. ; Al
The Pacific Gold & Silver Mining
Company’s  bill, * introduced by Mr.
Hunter, received its first reading.
The New Westminster & Burrard In-
let "Telephone Company’s bill introduced

py Mr. Adams, received its first read-
ing.: s

The. Nelson Electric Light Company’s
billy introduced by Mr. Kellie, received
its first reading.

NOTARIES’ BILL.

The house went into committee on the
Notaries bill with Mr. Stoddart in the
chair. The bill was reported complete
without amendments. It received ' its
third reading and finally passed.

INFEROR COURTS. -

The - Inferior Courts Practitioners
Act received its second reading. Thlel
a
agents appearing in the county -courts
in outlying districts, shall be required to
register upon the provincial voter’s list.
Kxception is made in the .case of West
Kootenay,. which district will in futore

‘be  classed with the several cities so

that only qualified practitioners
practice in the county courts.

The Quartz Mines bill, repealing the
act providing for the bonussing of
quartz properties received its third read-

can

:ingtand finally passed.

The Langley ‘Municipality bill, afferd-
ing relief to the municipality, -conse-
quent upon - the -destruction *of assess-
ment rolls and other municipal docu-
ments by fire, received its second read-
ing: ‘The bill was committed, but the
committee rose and reported progress.

On'‘da motion to adjourn Mr. Semlin
discussed the return brought down  to
the heuse in connection with the dismis-
sal of the Salmon Arm teacher.
said that reference was made in‘ the re-
turn .to letters received by the chief
commissioner of lands and works which
had a bearing upon the case and which
had not been brought down. Thé in-
complete returns provoked considerable
discussion. :

Hon. Mr. Martin stated that the let-
ters referred to were private and that
he would not produce them unless or-
dered to do so by the house. He in-
formed Mr. Semlin that if he wished to
sec them he could do so in the office of
the commissioner of lands and works.

The debate upon the second reading
of the Fire Insurance Policy bill was
adjourned.

Mr. Kitchen secured the second read-
ing of the bill respecting co-operative
associations. He said his object was to
take the best portions of similar acts
in- Ontario and Manitoba and some por-
tions of the Industrial Associations Aect
and embody them in one for the benfit
of the farmers who might wish to in-
corporate as co-operative assoeciations
and secure the advantages of co-opera-
tion in getting their produce to the mar-
kets of the cities.

Mr. Graham withdrew the line fences
ang: watercourses bill.

The debate upon the second reading
of ‘the cattle bill was further adjourned.

THIRTEENTH DAY.
Wednesday, February 12, 1896.

Mr. Booth. speaker pro tem, took the
chair at 2 o’clock. Prayers by Rev. W.
Fai Llay. .
= MIF- R6gers predenfed a petition sign-
ed by <WVancouver property owners ‘n
favor of the use of traction engines up-
on the Cariboo wagon road.

ROUTINE BUSINESS.

Mr. Hunter presented the report of
the“ private bills committee stating
that the standing orders had been com-
pliéd with in respect to the application
of ‘the Rossland Water Company for a
private bill.  hat the application of the
Anglo-Western  Provincial  Syndicate
had not had sufficient notice, but the
safle was recommended to the housg.
Thé application of the New Westmins-
ter ‘and Vancouver Short Line Railway
had not received sufficient notice.

Hon. Mr. Martin presented a return
respecting licenses and fishing statutes.

Hon. Mr. Turner presented a return
containing a copy of the instructions ‘s-
sued with -respect to the conversion of
provincial loans.

Hon. Mr. Martin presented the annual
report of the chief commissioner of
lands and works. .

Mr. Rogers introduced the private bill
of the ILillooet, Fraser River and Cari-
boo .Gold Tields Company, which re-
ceived its first reading.

3 VANCOUVER JUDGE.

Mr. Williams moved: Whereas this
legislature, on the 30th day of March,
1894, by resolution, expressed the opin-
ion that it was highly desirable and ne-
cessary that one of the Supreme Court
judges should reside in Vancouver ju-
dicial district, and that the Dominion
government should be urged to direct,
in case another supreme court judg:
should be appointed, that he should be
appointed to reside in Vancouver judic-
ial district: And whereas this legislat-
ure, at its session of 1894-5, passed a
resolution that the government should
introduce legislation for the purpose of
enforecing the residence of a Supreme
Court judge at Vancouver ecity: And
whereas, in compliance with the last
recited resolution, legislation was intro-
duced and passed: And whereas doubts
exist as to the efficacy of such legisla-
ticn:. And whereas a vacancy now ex-
ists in the judiciary of the Supreme
Court of this province: And whereas it
is «desirable that the judge to be ap-
pointed to fill such vacaney should be
required to reside at the city of Van-
couver: Therefore be it resolved that
thi§ government urge upon the Domin-
ion government the desire of this legis:
lature that the judge to be appointed to
fill the vacancy in the judiciary of the
Supreme Court of this province should
be compelled to reside at the city of
Vancouver, or in the immediate neigh-
borhood thereof.

Mr. Willams said that the preamble
gave a history of the case. The house
has expressed an opinion upon the sub-
jeet upon more than one occasion—that
it was desirable that the city of Van-
couver should have a resident judge.
The only point at variance has been as
to the means by which to secure such
an object. It has been held that the
present judges  cannot be required to
reside at Vancouver, that the only way
to compel a judge to reside at Van-
couver would be to make it a condition
with respect to those who may be sub-
sequently appointed.

' er of imposing the condition that the

I may: require.
e 4

It could not bei ;
expected that the chief justice should { question 5, only when authorized so to

rtly to fill the va-

used: the retirement of Sir

Henry Crease, and it should be made a
condition . of such appeointment that the
judge should reside in Vancouver.. The
appointing power had certainly the pow-

judge should reside’ where it might be
desirable, There could be no doubt that
Vancouver - was entitled to a resident
judge.  The legal requirements of that
city are such that there should be a per-
menent Supreme Court judge to attend !
to the svants of the city. Mr. Williams !
did not know. any reason why the reso-
lution should be opposed.

Hon.,.Mr. Turner looked upon the Te-
solution as a echildish one. The hon.
‘gentleman says that the legislation
passed by the house was gquite ineffect-
ive, ‘and; yet he proposes the same sort
of legislation again. Setting that aside
Mr. Turner imdgined that the Supreme
Court, or the administration of justice
for the province, must have a central
place. If so; where is the head office to
be? Where is it at the present time?
It seemed wrong in appointing a man to
the position of Supreme Court judge to
say to him: “You must live in this towa
or that tewn.” It seems contrary to
reason to make such a condition in the
appointment of a judge. If such a sys-
tem is adopted we shall have to have
similar resolutions. for every town in
the province. The mover of the resola-
ticn gives no argument which should
help the house to pass the resolution.

Mr. Semlin endorsed .the principle of
the resolution. All were aware that thz
city of Vancouver has come into great
prominence in the last few years. Now,
as far as the objection with réspect to
the efficiency of past legislation is con-
cerned, the non-success of past efforts
is no argument against the passing of
this resolution. - It sometimes. . requires
repeated actien to secure that which we

Mr. Kichen was sorry to hear the
argument of the premier. The govern- |
ment, of which he was a member, has
been passing just such resolutions, and
have even put such laws upon the stat-
ute bocks, requiring judges to reside in
certain places, and to-day he goes back
upon the whole principle.  He would
have five Supreme Court judges reside
in one town and leave the whole of the
province to get on as it can—attended
by County Court judges or else travel-
ling miles to secure attention to Su-
preme Court matters. The judges are
created, not for their own convenience,
but for the convenience of the people.
If the city of Vancouver, a place of a
great deal of consequence, is in need ~f
a judge, one of the judges should reside
there, and not leave it unattended in
judicial matters.

Mr. Kellie introduced an amendment

‘parties “were endemvoring to depr

seeking the placing of a Supreme Court
judge.in Kootenay instead of Vancou-
ver. 2

Messrs, Walkem and Huff also spoke
against the resolution.

Mr. Helmcken said the resolution
came_to the house under a different set
of circumstances than those which
were* presented to the house wupon
the last occasion. The power of appoint-
ing the judges rests with the Governor-
General. Mr. Helmecken held it would
be contrary to the dignity of this house
that- they should be compelled to
listen to -any resolution which nas for
its object the. compelling of a judge to
reside in any particular part of the prov
ineer “On* the last occasion “the fact’
was ‘withheld from the house ‘that Mr.
Justice McCreight -was a resident of
VYaneouver. Mr. Helmcken was surd
that Mr. Justice McCreight will answer
all the purposes intended to be covered
by this resolution.

Mr. Semlin said he was not opposeii
to considering West IKootenay’s claim
to have a resident judge, but he consid-
ered that the amendment offered by Mr.
Kellie: was merely a trap. This view
was also shared by Mr. Kitchen.

Messrs. Pooley, Mutter and Hunter
spoke:‘against the resolution, and Mr.
Kennedy spoke in its favor.

The debate was adjourned on motion
of Mr. Williams.

PRIVATE BUSINESS.

Mr. Sword moved that an crder of
the house be granted for a return of all
papers and correspordence in connection
with the floating of the recent loan for
£420,000 in London, including a copy of
the prospectus on which the loan was
issued, and copies of all instructions
given ‘to Messrs. Woolston & Beeton.

Mr. Williams’ resolution, asking that
an order of the house be granted for a
returr to this house of the reports of
the provincial auditors in reference to
the accounts of W. H. Falding and
James Charles Prevost, was agreed to.

Mr, Adams introduced a bill intituled
“An act to preserve the trunk road be-
tween Asheroft and Barkerville. It re-
ceived its first reading.

Major Mutter introduced the Ross-
land Water Company’s bill for incorpor-
ation, which received its first reading.

Mr:' Helmecken intreduced the Consoli-
dated Railway and Light Company’s
bill, ‘which received its first reading.

Mr. Rogers introduced the Inland
Transnortation - Company’s bill, which
received its first reading.

Mr. Kellie asked the Attorney-General
1. Why were Moore and Wrong refused
their application for a hotel license at
Sandon last yvear? 2. Were there any
objeetions raised by any person that pre-
vented Mocre and Wrong from receiv-
ing a license? 3. Who was the party,
if any, who raised the objections?

Hon. Mr. Eberts replied that ‘the li-
cenze was refused on account of the
protest of the owners of the property, G.
M. Sproat and J. M. Harris.

Mr. Sword asked the commissioner of
lands and works:

1. 'What scalers have been appointed
for the province under section 4 of the
“Official Scalers’ Act, 189477 2. What
are their names and salaries? 3. What
bonds have been given for each? 4
What precautions have been taken to
secure that logs on which rovalty is
ieviable are measured on the official
scale by the official scaler? 5. Are the
various timber inspectors official log
scalers? €. If so, have they all passed
the examinations required of others?

Hon. Mr. Martin replied—One for dis-
triet No. 1: and two for distriect No. 2,
as defined in proclamation in British Co-
lumbia Gazette. They are J. Warren
Bell, T. B. Tiffin and G. W. De Beck;
salary $100 per month; bonds $500, with
London Guarantee and Accident Com-
pany. 'The timber inspector issued in-:
structions to the official sealers to earry
out the provisions of the “‘Official Seal-
ers’ Act. 1894.” and the scalers have
‘each subscribed to the oath of office. To

) section of the

‘

_template the
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by persons ‘employed t
" Mr. Sword asked the minister of fin-
ance: Did the government receive any
intimation that they could have the
amount of the loan of £420,000 subscrib-
ed in Vietoria? If So, what was the
rate offered, and what would have beem
the net amount received by the govern=
ment? \ : /

Hon. Mr, Turner—No, the government
received a proposal in Victoria for sub-.
scription in London. The rate offered
was 9215, less five-eighths of one per .
cent. comnititation tax, for inscribed
stock” delivered; from this a further de-
ducticn had to be made of one-quarter
per cent. brokerage, and one-quarter per
cent. bank of issue, and some incidental
expenses for completion of - inscribed
stock. Not knowing the amount of in-
cidental expenses I cannot state the met
amount that would have been received.

Mr. Sword asked'the minister of fini-
ance: Did you state in, Montreal, as re~
ported in Colonist of 2nd October last,
that parties went on the stock exchange
in London and offered British Columbia
bends at a lower rate than they were
selling when you arrived there? What
amount of bonds were so offered? Did
vou call the attention of the trustees for
the sinking funds of the province to this
opportunity of making a profitable in-
vestment of any funds in their hands?

Hon. Mr.  Turner replied—I stated
that 1 was informed, a short time be-
fore the issue of the B. C. loan, that

preciate
the credit of the province by bearing the
stock, and that offers were actually
made of the stock at a decline from pre-
vious rates.. I cannot say the amount
so offered. I did not advise the trustees.

Mr. Cotton asked-the provincial sec-
retary: 1. .Has the government appoint-
ed ‘any person as an immigration agent
to Eastern Canada or the United King-
dom? 2, If so, what is the name of
such person; the amount of his salary,
and any allowancés made him for ex-
penses? 3 ;

Hon. Col. Baker replied in the mnega-
tive to each question.

Mr. Williams asked the attorney-gener-
al: 1. Was not the attention of the
government, and the attorney-general’s
department in particular, drawn to ‘the
irregularities in J. C. Prevost’s office; if
so, when was such attention first drawn
to such .irregularities?

2. Does the government propose to
make good to the private parties the
amounts lost to them by the defalca-
tions of said Prevost acting in his offi-
cial capacity?

Hon. Mr. Eberts replied:—1.. Yes;
August 16th; 1895. 2. All court funds
appropriated by J. C. Prevost have been
replaced by the government.

Dr. Walkem asked the attorney-gener-
al: Does the government contemplate
taking any steps towards testing the
constitutionality = (under the supreme
court reference act, or otherwise) of that
coal mines regulatiom
Act, which prohibits the employment of
Chinese in the underground workings of
the British Colurbia collieries?

Hon. Mr. Eberts replied in the affirma-
tive.

The inferior courts practitioners bill
was considered. in committee and report-
ed complete. The discussion all hinged
upon the section which placed West
Kootenay in the same position as the
several cities in that all agents appear-
ing in the  inferior eourts shall be re-
-nuired-to e duly qualified practitioners.
The only change with regard to other
outlying @districts is that agents appear-
ing in the courts must be registered up-
on the provincial voters’ lists.

The Langley municipality bill was
further considered in committee. The
committee rose and reported progress.

The house went into committee on
Mr. Kitchen's co-operative associations
bill. The ecommittee had® reached the
twentieth clause when it rose and re-
ported progress.

The house rose.at 5:30 o’clock.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
. Mr. Kennedy—That a respectful ad-
dress be presented to His Honor the

lLiontvnant-Governor. requesting him to

direct the attention of the Dominion
government to the paramount obligation
which devolves upon them to enforce the
most stringent quarantine regulations
on this coast, and to turn to the utmost
possible account the splendid fyeiiities
afforded at William Head for ne exam-
ination and disinfection of 2l the bag-
cage of Orientals who may seek to enter
the -Dominion by way of this province;
and be it further resolved that the de-
partment of agriculture be memorialized
on the subject of the leper colony az
Darcy Island, the maintenance of which
should have the most serious and eare-
ful attention &f the federal authorities.

Mr. Rogers—To introduce a bill re-

specting the Royal Cariboo Hospital.
QUESTIONS TO BE PUT.

» Mr. Huff—=1. Is the department of
lands and works in possession of any
correspondence in relation to the im-
provement of the Cowichan river or pro-
tection of the banks thereof? 2. Is it
the intention of the government to in-
troduce legislation at the present session
on the subject?

Mr. Helmcken—1. Has the govern-
ment succeeded in bringing the confliet-
ing judgments as to the constitutionality
of  the small debts act before the full
court? .- 2, If so, when was the matter
argued? 3. When will the proposed
amendments to the act be submitted to
the house? 4. Is it the intention of
the government at the present session
to so amend the said act as to eliminate
section 52 and the schedule passed in
pursuance thereof?
© Mr. Semlin—What amount was ex-
pended in opening the road on the west
side of the Bonaparte in section 3 of
T. Barton’s superintendency ?

FISHING LEASES.

The return respecting fishing stations
presented to the legislature yesterday
shows the leases granted to be as fol-
lowr=: ;

British Columbia Packing Company,
Limited. 120 acres at Rivers Inlet, for
21 years from 1st April, 1895, at an an-
nual rental of $12.

British Columbia Canning Company,
Limited, 34 acres at Rivers Inlet, for
21 years from 6th July, 1895, at $3.40.

Robert J. Woods, 32 acres at Rivers
Inlet, for 21 years from 6th January,
1896, at $8.

George J. Wilson, George W. Daw-
son and Alfred J. Buttimer, 38 acres at
Rivers Inlet for 21 years from 9th Jan-
uary, 1896, at $9.50.

The Nanaimo pilotage dues  for the

past year were $20,025.50.




