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or8by withholding; itB sanction if not so regarded. SO'longasthe 
Government invests that function in the Department will there be 
uniformity. Whether that ought to cease, and each series of.

• books ought to stand or fall upon its own merits, is a question not easy 
to determine. The American system throws some light upon it To
enumerate all the Readers, Spellers, Grammars, G„e^afc8'ttie! 

ave been introduced into the schools of some of the Western States 
mins the last twenty years, and discarded after a trial of a few years,

superior to those here ? There the school directors and teacher dete 
mine what books shall be introduced. A cursory observation at once 
shows that the average trustee in Ontario is a person ^ot speoia y 
qualified to decide upon the merits of a text-bookj* ' T^thtavwage

trustees and teachers would have the selection of the text-books ™ 
their hands If that power were delegated to the Inspector and trus­
tees the Inspector would often find his most sinoere efforts miscon­
strued Then, if the frequent changes of teachers and trustees, an# 
the removal of parents from one section of the country£e* “r not’the 
taken into consideration, an opmion can be formed whether or not tbe 
Department should continue to authorize all the text-books, and retai 
uniformity throughout the Province. There are localities in which
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