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To the Editor of The Advertiser:

Notwithstanding the fact that I have not taken any
publiec part in political matters for many years and have
had nothing whatever to do with the management of the
campaign in Western Ontario during this contest—as falsely
stated by the Free Press—that journal has from the com-
mencement of the contest brought my name and my private
affairs constantly before its readers, Its latest declaration is:

“‘Sir George Gibbons, father of the Laurier
candidate at London, urges that we drop out of

the war.,”’

Anything more false and malicious is inconceivable. I
have tried as best I could ever since the inception of this
war to give practical evidence of my sympathy with the
cause and the men at the front. I have never dreamt of sug-
gesting that ‘‘we drop out of the war.” and I have never
heard any such suggestion from anyone in my life, Ag far
as I am concerned my every endeavor will be consecrated
in the future, as it has been in the«past, that T may be of
some humble service in the cause in which I believe we are
all united. Yours sincerely,
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‘‘Stand by the soldiers at the fgbnt and the dear old flag.”

OH, IT’S SO DIFFERENT NOW

Ambherst, N, 8, Dec. 6.—Scores of pecple have been
killed and hundreds of buildings destroyed, and a portion
of Halifax set on fire by an explosion which occurred fol-
lowing the collision of an American ammunition ship and
another vessel at Rockingham, according to tele phone mes
sages reaching here this morning. The explosion was so
terrific that it destroyed the installation in the telegraph
and telephone offices for 30 miles around Halifax, while
it was heard at Truro, 61 miles distant,

London, Dec. 6.—-The
British have advanced their
line slightly southwest of
La Vacquerie, on the Cam-
brai front, it is announced

HALF OF CITY RUINED?

Halifax, Dec, 6—(Via Havana).—Hundreds of per-
sons were killed and a thousand others injured and half
of the city of Halifax is in ruins as the result of the ex-
plosion on a munitions ship in the harbor today. It is
estimated the property loss will run into the millions., The
north end of the city is in flames.
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OLDER PART OF CITY RAZED.

Halifax, Dec. 6.—The portion of the city affected by
the morning’'s disaster was the older part, many of the
buildings being almost as old ag Halifax itself, It was very
thickly populated. The strects were narrow, and many
of the houses were of the frame variety,
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ALL OF CREWS KILLED.

It is reported that the American munition ship was
movi g out from her pier and was rammed broadside by
another vessel. Instantly there was a tremendous explo-
sion, which practically destroyed the two ships and killed
their crews, The concussion resulting caused the roof of
the railway depot at North street to collapse, while all the
warehouses on the waterfront for a mile and a half were
damaged, The premises affected in many places caught
fire, The force of the concussion was so great that freight

o
cars were blown off tracks at a distance of nearly two
miles.
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TORONTO SOLDIER CANDIDATE
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TOMORROW-—LOCAL SNOW,
Toronto, Dec. 6—8 a.m.
Forecasts.
| Fresh northeast and
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| today and on Friday.
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Provinces.

north winds; |

= | The following were the highest and |
¢ry — either{,

{
i
|
|

|

i
;
|
]
|
‘
H
|
|

I

VERY WELL DONE.

(Editorial from the Free Press of February 22, 1917.)

The campaign was well conceived and carried into
execution, TO SIR GEORGE GIBBONS, K. C., BE-
LONGS THE GREATEST SHARE OF THE CREDIT
THAT IS THE DUE OF THOSE WHO INAUGURATED
THE CAMPAIGN AND GAVE THEIR ENERGIES TO
IT. HE PROVED A GALLANT LEADER, and moreover,
one who showed his fellow-canvassers the art of extract-
ing money from the pockets of the people in a worthy
cause. HIS RECORD OF ABOUT ONE-HALF OF THE
TOTAL SUM SECURED AS REPRESENTATIVE OF
HIS PERSONAL ENDEAVORS IS A RECORD ALL BY
ITSELF.

A CITY UNITED.

(Editorial from the London Free Press of February 23.)

Sir George Gibbons, K. C., has spoken a word for

greater unity in London, and the hope that he expresses

finds lodgment in the hearts of the people. They would

be glad to feel that their interests as a great community
Continued on Page Four.
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ITALIAN LINES

Ttalian Army Headquarters In
Northern Italy, Deec. 6.—(By the As-
sociated Press)—Heavy fighting around
Asiago has developed rapidly. Thel
enemy assaults began with intense ar-
preparation followeg by Ii';uid!
Bas and waves of infantry. The ﬂghb}"
ing continued throughout yesterday and |
last night along the heights back of |
Aslago markeg by the zone hetween |
the heights of Monte Sisemo} and |
Monte Meleteta. This line extends |
nearly ten miies,

Attack and counter-attack are going
on, leaving the final outcome stii] open.

HAND-TO-HAND.

Italian Headquarters i Northern
Italy, Wednesday, Dec By the As-
sociated Press.—The 18 enemy |
attack on the Asiago Plateau has been
repulsed with heavy losses, except at
the northeastern sector, around Monte
Tondarecar, where, after a desperate
struggle which lasted until this morn-
ing, the enemy succeeded in occupying
some of the advanced Italian lines,
which were retired to more secure
positions.

The fighting has been extremely
heavy, with masses of infantry engaged
in hand-to-hand combat. The first at-
tack on the Italian left was met and
repulsed by the 22nd Corps, with large
enemy casualties. Many prisoners were
taken. The main attack on the Italian
right was contested 26 hours by our
corps, which inflicted heavy losses be-
fore yielding ground.

Halifax, Special trains were made up with everything
required that could be secured,
FOCD BSUPPLIES LOST.

At Truro Windsor and here the city councils met
this morning and decided to take immediate steps to
render aid to the afflicted people of Halifax. It is under-
stood that large quantities of food were destroyed and that
the citizens of Halifax may soon be in danger of starving,
It was decided that carloads of food must be dispatched
at once,

Rockingham is located well within Halifax harbor, at
the mouth of Bedford Basin. It is at the northwestern
portion of the harbor, and since the war has been used
as an examining station for ocean steamers, It was at this
portion of the harbor that ex-Ambassador Bernstorff and
party were held and examined on their way from the
United States to Germany,

MASSACHUSETTS OFFERS HELP.
Boston, Mass., Dec. 6.—Governor Samuel McCall, on
learning of the disaster at Halifax today, filed the follow-
ing telegram, addressed to the mayor of Halifax.
“Understand your city in danger from explosion and
conflagration. Reports only fragmentary, Massachusetts
stands ready to go to the limit in rendering every assist-
ance you may be in need of, Wire me immediately,’’

Continued on Page Four,

“ AM IN THE WAR TO THE END
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» ...SIR WILFRID LAURIER

. ARNPRIOR SPEECH ON MONDAY,
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