
INTRODUCTION
The first printed suggestion that America

should be called America came from a German.
Martm WaldseemliUer. of Freiburg, in his Cos-
mographcE Introdudio, published in 1507. wrote-
1 do not s^ why any one may justly forbid it tobe named after Americus, its discoverer, a man

of sagacious mind. Amerige. that is the land of
Americus or America, since both Europe and
Asia derived their names from women."
The first complete ship-load of Germans left

Gravesend July the 24th. 1683. and arrived in
Philadelphia October the 6th. 1683. They set-
tled in Germantown. or. as it was then called,
on account of the poverty of the settlers. Armen-
town.

Up to within the last few years the majority
of our settlers have been Teutonic in blood and
Protestant m rehgion. The English, Dutch.
Swedes, Germans. Scotch-Irish, who settled in
America, were all, less than two thousand years
ago, one Germanic race from the countiy sur-
rounding the North Sea.

Since 1820 more than 5,200,000 Germans have


