
INTRODUCTION n
Spartan courage, up to that high crest of Passchendacle which
was their goal, beyond the bogs and the beeks where masses of
men struggled and fcU. There is no criticism in this book, no
judgment of actions or men, no detailed summing up of success
and failure. That is not within my liberty or duty as a corre-
spondent with the Armies in the Field. The Commander-in-
Chief himself has summarized the definite gains of the campaiffu
in Flanders

:

"Notwithstanding the many difficulties, much has been
achieved. Our captures in Flanders since the commencement
of operations at the end of July amount to 20,065 prisoners,
74 guns, 941 machine-guns, and 181 trench-mortars. It is
certain that the enemy's losses greatly exceeded ours. Most
important of all, our new and hastUy trained armies have
shown once again that they are capable of meeting and beating
the enemy's best troops, even under conditions which required
the greatest endurance, determination, and heroism to over-
come. The total number of prisoners taken in 1917, between
the opening of the spring offensive on April 9 and the con-
clusion of the Flanders offensive, not including those capturedm the battle of Cambrai, was 57,696, including 1290 officers.
Durmg the same period we captured also 109 heavy guns,
£ 60 trench-mortars and 1976 machine-guns."

These are great gains in men and material, and the capture
of the ndges has given us strong defensive positions which
should be of high value to us in the new year of warfare caUing
to our men, unless the world's agony is healed by the comuic
of Peace.

[/ am indebted to Mr. Robert Donald, edUor of the Daily
Chronicle, for permission to republish the articles which I have
written for thai newspaper as a war correspondent unth the British
Army %n the Field. My letters from the Front also appeared in
theB&Uy Telegraph and a number of Provincial, American, and
Colonial papers, and I am grateful for tlie honour of serving the
great public of their aders.]


