
vui

i

I 'I

hi

PREFACE

its splendid energy and confidence untouched. The
presence of the Canadians there, their incomparable
spint and resolution, the sacrifices they had just been
making, with unflinching generosity, for the Empire,
seemed only the last consequences of the political
struggle for autonomy described in the pages which
follow. They would have been impossible had the
views of all the old imperialists from Wellington
to Disraeli prevailed.

The material on which this volume is based
falls into three groups. First in importance are
the state papers and general correspondence of
the period, contained in the Canadian Archives
at Ottawa. In addition to the correspondence,
ordmary and confidential, between the Secretaries
of State for the Colonies, and the Governors-General
from 1839 to 1867, I read two very notable collec-
tions, designated in the foot-notes the Bagot Corre-
spondence and the Elgin-Grey Correspondence. In
the former are contained not only Bagot's private
correspondence with Lord Stanley, but also letters
from Bagot's British friends and Canadian political
advisers. These constitute the most important
evidence which exists for Bagot's year of office. In
the same way, the private correspondence, carried
on between Eari Grey and the Eari of Elgin from


